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As the table shows, you will be examined on your knowledge and
understanding of the British depth study as part of Paper 1. You can find out
more about that on pages 98 to 105 at the back of the book.
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The British depth study

The next two pages show how this book works.

The British depth study focuses on a short time-span when the nation
was under severe pressure and faced the possibility or actual experience
of invasion. The point of this study is to understand the complexity of
society and the interplay of different forces within it. You will also learn
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. How this book works

The rest of this book (from pages 8 to 97) is carefully arranged to match wy, |
the specification requires. It does this through the following features:

Enquiries Review tasks /
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Record tasks

From that point, the enquiry is divided into three sections. Closer looks [
These match the bullet points shown in the specification on
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page 3. You can tell when you are starting a new section as it a ‘closer look’ at some aspect of the theme or period PR R "{“}“,
S et~ o will start with a large coloured heading like the one shown you are studying. These will often give you a chance £ -m
S R S | here. Throughout each section there are ‘Record’ tasks, where to find out more about the issue you have just been -
you will be asked to record ideas and information that will i ———

studying in the previous enquiry, although they may
sometimes look ahead to the next enquiry.

We may not include any tasks within these ‘closer
looks' but, as you read them, keep thinking of what
they add to your knowledge and understanding. We
think they add some intriguing insights.

vy

help you make up your mind about the overarching enquiry
question later on. You can see an example of these ‘Record’
instructions here. They will always be in blue text with blue
lines above and below them.
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Reflect tasks

At regular intervals we will set a ‘Reflect’ task to prompt you
to think carefully about what you are reading. They will look

One very important final point

like the example shown here. We have chosen enquiry questions that should help you get to the really
These Reflect tasks help you to check that what you are important issues at the ha_aart of e_:ach period you study, but you need to
reading is making sense and to see how it connects with wha Iemember that the examiners will almost ce}“ta1nly ask you different
you have already learned. You do not need to write down the questions whexn you take your GCSE. Don't simply rely on the notes you
ideas that you think of when you ‘reflect’, but the ideas you g Lo S ENquITy question we gave you. We give you afvice 01111
S may help you when you reach the next Record instruction. how to tackle the examination and the different sorts of question you wi

face on pages 98 to 105.
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King Edward of England instructs Earl Harold, one of his leading
nables, to visit Normandy, in France.

A From the Bayeux Tapestry, ¢.1075

Earl Harold and his friends ride off to the south coast, taking
with them their favourite hunting dogs. Harold is taking a fine
hawk, held proudly above his horse’s head.

. Embroidering the truth?

These are the opening scenes in the world-famous Bayeux Tapestry that was
created in the eleventh century to tell the story of the Norman Conquest of
England. The action moves from left to right.

There are some charming images here:

the wise old king
fine horses
friends sharing a seaside meal

English nobles baring their legs as they wade out to the boat with their
favourite animals.

It is delightful ... but you would hardly believe the arguments that
historians and others have had about the events shown in these scenes.

Some historians accept the story more or less as it stands. They point
to written sources from the time that explain clearly how and why the
King of England sent his most powerful earl across the English Channel
to Normandy.

Other historians criticise their colleagues for taking the story at face value.
They point out that there is not one single English source from the time that
refers to any such visit. They insist that even though the tapestry was probably
embroidered by English women, the scenes were all designed by Normans
who wanted to give their own view of the Norman Conquest. The Normans
may, quite literally, have been ‘embroidering the truth’ by adding to what
really happened or by changing details to suit their own ideas.

Introduction

The group visit a church to pray before moving on to enjoy a
meal in the house of a loca! ford, Someone at the door tells them

it Is time to leave. next later in this book!)

In this book you will be learning about some dramatic and intriguing
events but you will also be studying different versions or interpretations of
the past.

Why interpretations differ - some starters

Here are just three reasons why people may give us different versions of the
same historical events:

Problems with the evidence. Sometimes, as in this case, the sources we
use contradict each other or leave gaps. We have to mix careful, controlled
thinking with creative, controlled imagination to deal with these
problems, and that leaves plenty of room for honest disagreement.

2. The context we work in. Historians cannot avoid seeing the world with
the values and the limitations of the age they live in. In the nineteenth
century, for example, many English historians were affected by the
anti-French mood that had continued since Britain's long wars against
Napoleon. This oftenn made them see the worst in the Normans.

3. Drama and story-telling. Historians are not the only people who write
about the past. Sometimes novelists, playwrights and poets set their
works in the past. So do artists and film directors. Sometimes they simply
want to tell a dramatic story and the precise facts do not matter to them.
At other times they may adjust what historians say gbout the past but
still claim that they have done this to bring out a deeper truth about the
historic situation or life in general.

But now, back to King Edward ...

They pick up two of their dogs and Harold’s hawk, hitch up their
tunics and paddle out to the boat. (You will learn what happened

Reflect

We have to use our imagination
with historical sources to bring
the past to life. For example,
imagine the sounds and smells
and feel of the scenes shown
here.

Compare your ideas with a
partner.




l What was Anglo-Saxon England really like in 1065?

I d b ? This particular picture illustrated the story of how a poor
: 0 O go O tO e t r U e 5 [rish cripple called Michael once begged King Edward to
carry him to the altar of Westminster Abbey. Michael was
W h A i S l: i d sure that he would be healed if Edward would only do this for
al was ANglo->axon cnelar him.
- g : g an The saintly king lifted Michael onto his back and walked
~anllv lilce | .? into the Abbey. As he did so, the blood from Michael’s sores
red | ' :’i HKE 1IN | 0 65 y ran down the King’s fine clothes. But as they approached
the aliar something remarkable happened: Michael felt life

returning to his crippled legs and the sores on his skin were
S : e | healed. When the King put him down, Michael could stand

— —— ‘ ' for the first time in years. The poor beggar and his king
rejoiced together by running and jumping around the abbey
and singing hymmns of praise to God. Reflect
The story is very unlikely to be true, of course. It reveals Which parts of the story of
more about how later generations viewed Edward the King Edward and Michael
Confessor than it does about actual events in his life. The surprise you most?
King seems too good to be true.
A ‘Golden Age’

In the same way that stories about King Edward have been
exaggerated, so too has the reputation of the nation he ruled.
Some historians believe that England was passing through
some sort of ‘golden age’ just before the Norman Congquest of
1066 and that this was brutally and tragically ended by the
invasion and rule of William the Congueror. This view was
particularly popular in the nineteenth century. Novelists,
poets, artists and some (but not all) historians wrote about
England on the eve of the Conguest as a land of free people,
who could enjoy their fair share of its considerable wealth
and who enjoyed an early form of democracy. As you will
learn, this image of pre-Norman England is also too good to
be true.

The Enquiry

In this enquiry you will learn about:

|. Anglo-Saxon society — the people and how they lived.
2. Anglo-Saxon religion = the Church and people’s beliefs.
3. Anglo-Saxon culture — the art, literature and buildings of the time.

In each section you should make two lists. In one you should note anything
that might have made life in late Anglo-Saxon England seem ‘golden’ to people
who are determined to find the best in it. In the other you should explain why
this interpretation of Anglo-Saxon England can be challenged. You will need
to use evidence to support your explanations.

. _ Record your ideas in a table like this:
A An illustration from a manuscript The saintly king AAAAA -

written 1240 ﬁ N
This picture is taken from a beautifully illustrated manuscript written in the ‘::P:-: ‘:::ll‘a 'I;Tdﬁ;:’glo-Saxon e that F:T:;:e RS ES STty 22 E
thirteenth century. The book tells the life story of Edward the Confessor, who - ? :
ruled England from 1042 to 1066, the years before the Norman Conquest. He |
is the only English king who has ever been declared a saint by the Roman Aed. e A s A i b amait
Catholic Church. VR -

| O,
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What was Anglo-Saxon England really like in 10652

—

[ The people

Q Anglo-Saxon society in 1065

In 1065, the kingdom of England had only existed for just over a century. The Record Pages 11 and 12 describe the two million people who lived in England in 1065.
character of different regions revealed how unsettled the land had been for Make the first entries in
CETGES. your table as described
ana§e9.bh di . The king land h kings died
se the sub-heading f . When the last of England’s Danish kings die
‘Anglo-Saxon society’. M 58413 el sy ol e il in 1042, the man who tiok the throne Wasg Edward
¥ Map of the Anglo-Saxen kingdom in 1065 & owned more land than anyone else the Confessor, an Anglo-Saxon. He never expected
» raised taxes to pay for the nation’s defence and to become king and had spent 25 years of his
g for the burhs, roads and bridges that encouraged early life in his mother’s homeland, the Duchy of
The people of the midlands and the \.__\\ \ o Scotland was an independent country. trade Normandy in France. He enjoyed hunting but he
south were mainly Anglo-Saxons. SCOTLAND ) ‘i e The border region between Scotland s issued new laws was 10 warrior When he returned to England to
I:]a' fwit:tlﬁgr;hg:r;ﬁ; ?;r,'[‘l';':% th ' Egnglz?rl]zrsiﬁ;ﬂg;?i‘;ix?nﬂseeatgﬁ ch = was responsible for justice in all courts of law become king in. 1042, he concentrated hi§ attention
century. Over time, they set up other’s land. o was expected to be a fine warrior on Church .affa1rs and left most royal dptles to his
several different xingdoms such as » was responsible for the work of the Church closest advisers, some of whom were his French
Wessex in the south. (unlike kings on the continent), friends from Normandy.

The people of the north and east of
England ware a mix of Anglo-Saxons
and Vikings. The Vikings came from

The people of Wales were
descended from the British peaple
who lived all over southern Britain

modern-day Norway, Denmark and

; : : . Earl

until the Anglo-Saxons arrived, Sweden and settled in these regions 2, Earls _

Wales had its own kings and after about p&50. The king's chief advisers were the earls. These

kingdoms and was independent
frem England until the thirteenth
century. The word “Wales' is
from an Angle-Saxon word for a
foreigner, outsider ... or slave.

earls and the leading bishops formed the Witan,

a group of advisers that even helped decide who
should take the throne when a king died. Earls
could not keep private armies but they gathered
and led the king’s ‘fyrd’ (armed forces) in times of
war. They also held shire courts twice a year.

Comuwal! had many of the ancient By 1065, the six earls shown on the map on

British people who had livac . page 10, came from just three families. Their
throughout the country until the — Shire Harold Edwin intense rivalry, plots and murders made England
Anglo-Saxons arrived in the fifth ounaaries Gyrth Morcar unstable and had almost caused a civil war earlier
century Ap. * Burhs Leofwine Waltheof in Edward's reign. Harold Godwinson, Farl of

Wessex,"emerged as the richest and most powerful
man in the kingdom. His sister Edith married

The kingdom of England - King Edward. By 1065, Earl Harold effectively

led Engl in Ed 's behalf.
In the tenth century, the rulers of Wessex led other Anglo-Saxon kings in wars to feiScbnclondlo i ewandblbehn

end Viking rule in the north and east. By an954, the last Viking leader was defeated
and England had become a single kingdom.
In France, kings struggled to control local lords who ran large regions as if they

were private kingdoms. But, by an1000, English kings had strong, central control. 3. Thegns

Their land was divided into shires. Most shires had several royal ‘burhs’. These were Below the earls there were roughly five thousand

fortified towns that kept the local community safe. This system was weaker in the thegns (pronounced ‘thanes’) Their high status

north-east, but in most of England burhs developed, markets grew and trade came from land ownership A thegn needed to hold

prospered. Kings of England also supported trade by setting up royal mints that s Elae):r::’::r;-i;intury Anglo- about 250 hectares of land. Some held AT 100100 4. In this manuscript from ¢.1050, the King of England discusses royal affairs
produced coins whose purity and value was trusted. The richest one hundred might have direct contact with his earls. Below them, thegns arrive on horseback at a royal burh

with the king, but most just lived comfortably on
their lands and carried out the king’s work for him.
They ran the local courts and collected taxes They

The system of shires, the success of trade and the steady
supply of trusted coins made taxation in England far more
efficient than it was in other European states.

From 1003, the Viking invaders returned. This time were expected to fight for the king if necessary Reflect
’ : Although d their own defensive buth eliec
they defeated the English. Between 1014 and 1042 the ough some create £1T OWI1 delensive burns,
kings of England were Danes, but they kept the system of they were not like the knights of France who had f. Identify the King, earls and thegns in the picture.
shires, burhs and royal mints as it worked so well. England their own private castles 2. From what you have read so far, what do you think
was one of the wealthiest and most efficient states in eleventh were England’s strengths and weaknesses in 1065?
century Europe. = =

()




What was Anglo-Saxon England really like in 1065?

4. Ceorls

Ceortls (pronounced ‘churls’) made up the vast majority of England’s
population. Some had special skills as carpenters or blacksmiths but most
worked on the land. They grew crops, kept animals and collected timber
for building and firewood.

The better-ott ceorls lived mainly in the eastern shires They owned
some land and a house of their own. However, most ceotls had to pay rent
and do work for the thegn whose land they lived on. They had to serve
in the king's fyrd’ in times of war and they were also expected to repair
roads and bridges. They were trusted to take part in local decision-making
and trials in local courts

Some people have seen ceorls as the backbone of a freedom-loving,
early form of democracy. But, by 1065, ceorls were far less independent
than they had once been. They were becoming more tightly bound
to serve the thegn on whose land they lived and worked, and who
protected them

5. Thralls or slaves

At the base of Anglo-Saxon society were the thralls or slaves. In most of
Europe, slavery had died out by 1000 but it survived in England. Unlike
ceorls, these people were the property of a master. They were not free to
seek work elsewhere. Like animals, they could be branded or castrated.
They formed about 10 per cent of the population of the country although
the proportion was much higher in western shires. Some thralls were
captured in war or were criminals. In times of famine, parents might sell
a child into slavery. Anyone born into slavery remained a thrall.

Very little written evidence survives about the lives of thralls but a
valuable source is Aelfric’s Colloguy. 'This is a school book, written ¢.990,
to teach Latin. It is filled with invented characters discussing their work.
Here, a thrall describes his daily routine:

| go out at daybreak, goading the oxen to the field, and | jain them to the plough; no
winter is so harsh that | would dare to lurk at home for fear of my master ... Throughout
the whole day | must plough a full acre or more ... | must fill the stall of the oxen with hay,
supply them with water and carry their dung outside. Oht Oht The wark is hard. Yes, the
work is hard because | am not free.

O

& Cutting and collecting timber. From a
manuscript made ¢.1030

1]

& The remains of late Anglo-
Saxon farming tools found by
archaeologists at a site near
Durham

— b
wWomen

Historians have disagreed about the nature and quality of women's lives
in late Anglo-Saxon England. The evidence is certainly confusing. Here
are some statements about Anglo-Saxon women that have been used in
books and articles on this subject. They are all true but do not give any
single, clear message.

» Women had the legal right to own land and property. They lost this
after 1066.

e Sermons from the time accuse gangs of men of buying women slaves,
raping them and selling them on.

e Women had the legal right to leave a husband who committed adultery.

o Almost all written evidence about Anglo-Saxon women relates
to higher status women known as ‘ladies’. Skeletons of Anglo-
Saxon women of lower status suggest that they must have
done a lot of hard manual work such as churning butter,
chopping wood and working in the fields at harvest time.

& In 'double-monasteries’, where monks and nuns lived,
worshipped and prayed alongside each other, the women were in
charge.

@ There were laws that set out fines for any sexual harassment of
women.

@ Five per cent of all the land in England was owned by women in 1066.

Almost all these women were related to the earls.

Cases of divorce were very rare indeed in Anglo-Saxon times.

‘Women were in charge of their household stores and money. They did

little work in the fields.

& ‘Double-monasteries’ had more or less ended by 1000.

a &

The value of life

Under Anglo-Saxon law, every person had a cash value that depended on
their social group. This was called a ‘wergild’. If someone was killed, the
person responsible would not be put to death if he or she could pay the
correct ‘wergild'. Values were expressed in shillings. (One shilling was
roughly the value of a cow.) One eleventh-century document listed the
values as:

King = 18,000 shillings
Prince = 9,000 shillings
Earl = 4,800 shillings

Thegn = 1,200 shillings
Ceotl = 160 shillings
Thrall = No value

The value of a woman was exactly the same as the value of a man who

Reflect

. Which of the artefacts
(objects) above can you
see in the image at the
top of the page!

4. What do you think did
most to affect the quality
of life for ceorls and
thralls?

had the same status in society. If a woman was pregnant, her value was
increased by 50 per cent.

& An Anglo-Saxon lady from an
eleventh-century manuscript

Reflect Record
I. Which statements from the list above might Continue to add notes to the table you started
support the idea that late Anglo-Saxon England on page 9.

was a golden age for women!?
2, What is your own conclusion on the nature
and quality of Anglo-Saxon women’s lives?

in particular, look for evidence about how free
and how equal English people were in 1065,




Q Anglo-Saxon religion

In 1065, the English Church had a bad
reputation but it had not always been like
this. At the start of the eleventh century, its
leadership and blend of traditions and styles
had given it a unique quality.

The character of the English
Church

In the lands that we now call Ttaly,
Germany and France, the Church had
spread from Rome. Over many centuries
this Roman Catholic Church developed its
own ways of working and its own styles of
art, with an emphasis on saints and angels.
The Roman Catholic Church was brought
to England in ap397 and Anglo-Saxons,
who had been pagans before then, became
Christians over the years that followed.
They adopted the traditions of the Roman
Catholic Church.

In the north of England, however, a
different Christian tradition had been
spread by missionaries from Ireland. The
Church there had its own forms of worship
and its own artistic traditions. Its images
avoided using straight lines and preferred
to show elaborate patterns made up of
interlaced bands, rather like the interwoven
stems of plants.

The illustration on the right is from an
English church manuscript that was made
¢.1012. It is written in Latin and it is the
opening page of one of the Gospels, the part
of the Bible that tells the story of Jesus. It
blends the Roman Catholic and the Celtic
traditions.

The English language

Another sign that the Church was different
in England is that parts of the Bible were
often written, not in Latin, but in English or
rather ‘Old English’. This is the form that was
still spoken around the year 1000. Leaders of
the Roman Catholic Church insisted that the
Bible should only ever be written in Latin so
that its accepted meaning should not get lost
in translation. It is a sign of the
independence of the English Church that
monks continued to write Bible extracts in
the normal language of the people.

Record
As you read pages 14-15, add entries to

your table as described on page 9. Use
the sub-heading ‘Anglo-Saxon religion’.

A The opening page of John's Gospel from an early eleventh-century manuscript

What was Anglo-Saxon England really like in 1065?

Refiect

What signs can you see that this Bible illustration
blends Roman Catholic and Celtic art?

The religion of the people

Very few English people could read. Gospels like
the one on page 14 were for priests, monks, nuns or
the wealthy and highly educated rulers of England.
As so often in history, it is very hard to know what
went on in the minds and hearts of the poorer

people who made up the majority of the population.

Worship

We do know that in some parts of the country
people gathered to worship around large stone
crosses like the one shown here. In these places
they may have had a simple shelter but they had no
permanent church building, The English Church
was more rural than it was on the continent. Some
important Church centres were quite remote and
they served as a ‘hub’ from which priests would
visit outlying villages to lead the people in worship.
It was only later, after the Normans arrived, that
each village had its own stone church.

The Church all over England was proud of its
own local traditions. The Pope in Rome complained
that the English had too many saints who were often
local people who were highly thought of after their
deaths. In theory, new saints could only be made by
the agreement of the Pope, but the English ignored
this ruling,.

Behaviour and belief

The English people may also have ignored or failed
to live up to the Church's teachings in other ways.
Records of sermons have some serious criticisms of
standards of behaviour. People seem to have been
fond of binge- drinking, over-eating and indulging
in sex, especially on what were supposed to be holy
days in the Church's calendar. One sermon said that
the success of the Vikings' invasion in 1013 was God's
punishment for the sins of the people of England.
Sermons also criticised people for belief in
witchcraft and spells. In the days before the Anglo-
Saxons became Christian, they had deep-seated
beliefs in creatures such as elves and goblins that
could do harm. In Anglo-Saxon Bible illustrations, the
devil and demons are sometimes shown in forms that
look very much like the elves from older pagan
stories, They were often believed to be the cause of
illness. Magical rings like this one are sometimes
found. The symbols around the edge and on the
inside have never been deciphered and historians
believe that they are probably a spell or chant that
was believed to ward off the evil spirits that might
make someone unwell.

e -4 An Anglo-Saxon stone cross at Gosforth, Cumbria, ¢.900

S

Reflect

i. This stone cross
was made in the
north of England
where Celtic
Christianity was
strong. How might
you guess this from
its decoration?

2. Some historians say
that the sermon
that criticised
the behaviour of
the English at the
time of the Viking
invasion proves that
people were not
deeply religious.
Others disagree and
say that a sermon of
that type is sure to
exaggerate. What
would your own
interpretation be!

4 An Anglo-Saxon ring, ¢.900

0




Missed opportunities

At the end of the tenth century, England
had some of the most impressive church
leaders in Eurcpe but their influence had
not been allowed to flourish.

St Dunstan

Dunstan was a monk from Somerset
who became Archbishop of Canterbury
in an960. He spent hours in prayer
but also devoted himself to art. He
was highly skilled as a musician, an
engraver and an illustrator. The image
shown here was almost certainly drawn
by him. It shows the figure of Christ.
Many historians believe that the monk
kneeling humbly at Christ's feet is a self-
portrait of Dunstan. He was generous
and unselfish. Once, when a powerful
Anglo-Saxon lady left Dunstan a
fortune, he spent it all on improving the
monasteries of England.

Dunstan set the English church high
standards.

# He worked to end corruption and
greed among church leaders.

# He worked to improve the education
and commitment of the priests,
monks and nuns.

# He insisted that priests should not
marry.

@ He organised the rebuilding of many
churches, abbeys and monasteries,
often helped by donations from local
thegns or earls who wanted the monks
and nuns to pray for their souls.

Soon after he died in 988, English Church leaders
declared Dunstan to be a saint. They would probably
have continued the church reforms of Dunstan but, at
the start of the eleventh century, England was again
suffering from raids by Vikings. In 1011 these raids
destroyed much of Canterbury.

Tt was the war and disruption caused by this wave
of Viking raids that ended the great achievements of
the late Anglo-Saxon church. The Danish kings who
ruled England between 1014 and 1042 were Christians
and they did support the church, but it never
recovered the strength that it had in 1000.

King Edward

The English church missed another opportunity to
reform itself during the reign of King Edward the

& The figure of Christ, from a tenth century manuscript

Confessor. Having spent his early life in Normandy,
Edward knew the high standards that the Church was
setting itself on the continent. He brought Norman
priests to England when he became king. One of these,
Robert of Jumigges, became Archbishop of Canterbury
in 1051 and he set about improving the church, despite
resistance from English priests. The image on page

11 is from a manuscript that Robert created to train
monks in high-quality illustration.

In 1051-52 there was a power struggle in England.
Godwin, who was Earl of Wessex at the time, cbjected
to the rising power of Edward’s foreign-born friends
and forced the King to replace Robert with a new
Archbishop of Canterbury. His name was Stigand.

What was Anglo-Saxon England really like in 1065?

e

Stigand

This picture of Archbishop Stigand was woven into
the famous Bayeux Tapestry. It gives his name in
Latin.

Stigand became a priest as a young man. He
impressed people more for his skills of efficient
administration than for any spiritual gifts. He did
little to try to improve the quality of the church
or the priests. Instead he served the King and Earl
Harold as an adviser.

By 1065, Stigand was both Bishop of Winchester
and Archbishop of Canterbury. Holding two church
positions at once and being paid for both was called
the sin of ‘pluralism’ but Stigand refused to give up
the post as hishop. He was also accused of ‘simony’,
selling off church posts to the highest bidder. This
was the sort of corruption that St Dunstan had tried
to end.

Stigand kept his influence because he had the
support of Harold Godwinson, the Earl of Wessex.
With Harold's support, Stigand gained land in ten
shires and became very rich indeed, making some
generous gifts to churches and monasteries.

In Rome, the Pope, who was head of the whole
Roman Catholic Church, was deeply upset. He
insisted that Stigand had to give up his post at
Winchester and come to Rome for an official

blessing. Stigand ignored him and stayed in
England.

Reflect

What does the story of Stigand tell you about
the condition of the Church in Anglo-Saxon
England by 10657

More problems with priests

The leader of the Church in the north of England
was Wulfstan, Archbishop of York. He was a more
spiritual man than Stigand and spoke out against
slavery, for example. But, like Stigand, he broke
the rules by being both Archbishop of York and
Bishop of Worcester. He, too, was close to Haroid
Godwinson.

Below the archbishops and bishops were the
thousands of priests who worked across the nation.
Compared with most of Europe at the time, many
English priests were poorly educated. The Pope also
criticised the English Church for allowing its priests
t0 marry, something that had been discouraged on
the continent for hundreds of years. Tn the eyes of
the Pope, this was another sign of the backwardness
and low standards in the English Church in 1065.
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2 Archbishop Stigand frem the
Bayeux Tapestry ¢.1075

Record

Complete the entries in your
table as described on page 14.




@ Anglo-Saxon culture

Some historians have emphasised the quality of art,
literature and buildings as evidence of an Anglo-Saxon
‘eolden age’.

In 1693, a ploughman working in a field in Somerset
noticed something golden shining in the upturned
earth at his feet. When it was cleaned, the gold shined
even brighter and the intricate shapes and patterns of
the metalwork were found to hold an enamel image
of a man carrying what seem to be two long-stemmed
plants. Around the edge some words are engraved in
Old English: ‘ALFRED MEC HEHT GEWYRCAN'. This
means ‘Alfred had me worked (made).

Within a few vears, the jewel had been handed
over to the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford where it
has been kept ever since. Most experts now believe
that the jewel was once attached to a long and slender
wooden pointing-stick that would have been used
to identify words and images in old manuscripts. It

lecord

Start the final section in your table as
described on page 9. Use the sub-heading
‘Anglo-Saxon culture’.

4 The Alfred Jewel — an impressive piece of Anglo-Saxon art

probably belonged to a monastery. Some believe that
it was one of several such pointers that were sent
around the country in ap890 by Alfred the Great, the
King of Wessex who started the English fightback
against the Vikings at the end of the ninth century. In
the opinion of many, it is the single most impressive
work of art from Anglo-Saxon times, a sign of
remarkable skill.

What was Anglo-Saxon England really like in 1065?

————

Reflect

Do you think an object made ¢.8%0 can be used as
evidence of a ‘Golden Age’ in Anglo-Saxon England on
the eve of the Norman Conquest?

Art . .
Ay | ABRD:
Some of the finest art produced in Anglo-Saxon England AT A |3y ' :

involved engraving. You have already seen how they
engraved the stone cross on page 15 and the borders of the
Alfred Jewel on page 18. Here are two more examples.

The Fuller brooch

This is the Fuller brooch, named after the person
who owned it for many years. Like the Alfred Jewel,
it was made at the end of the ninth century. Itis a
brooch made of silver. It represents the five senses:

@ Sight is shown in the centre where a man stares
out at us with his eyes open wide.

@ Taste (above and to the left) has his hand in his
mouth.
Smell (above, on the right) has his hands behind
his back as he stands surrounded by tall plants.

@ Touch (below, to the right) is rubbing his hands
together.

» Hearing (below and on the left) lifts a hand to his ear.

Anglo-Saxon cbjects like this are very rare. Precious
metalwork and books decorated with gold and jewels were
stolen from England, first by the Vikings and then by Normans.
Even later, Anglo-8axon religious art was often destroyed when
Henry VIII dissolved (ended) the monasteries.

We have evidence that Anglo-Saxon England was still famous
for its metalwork and engraving skills in the 1050s when an English
chronicler from the abbey at Evesham praised the Abbot there as a
great craftsman in metalwork. One Norman chronicler mentioned
how foreign merchants travelled to England to buy works made
by English craftsmen. He described English men as ‘outstandingly
skilful in all the arts’ He added that English women were highly
skilled at weaving with gold thread and at embroidery. We can see
this in the Bayeux Tapestry which was embroidered by English
women on the orders of their new Norman masters. —

Reflect

What does this case, with all its
engravings, suggest about life in
Anglo-Saxon England?

& The Fuller brooch, ¢.890

Reflect

Some art experts belleve that
the figure in the Alfred Jewel on
page |8 represents the sense of
sight. Would you agree!?

A case

Anglo-Saxons also did delicate engravings in other materials. This
small case is about 23 centimetres long and has a sliding lid. Tt is
made from walrus ivory. The top and sides have been carefully
engraved by hand with figures such as dragons, lions, birds of prey
as well as human hunters. The base has scenes from archery and
farming. Tt may have been made to hold quill pens or perhaps a
musical instrument.

“ An Anglo-Saxon case from
the late eleventh century




What was Anglo-Saxon England really like in 1065?

Literature

You have already seen images from books
made in Anglo-Sazon times on pages 11,
13, 14 and 16. These are all from Church
manuscripts but the Anglo-Saxons’
literature was rich and varied.

‘Science’

The image of men collecting wood on
page 12 is not from a religious document.
It is from a calendar that is found in

a curious semi-scientific manuscript
written around the year 1000. It contains
a map of the world, information about
astronomy and a description of far off
places called ‘Marvels of the East’. The
image opposite shows two of the many
strange creatures that were believed to
live in the east. One is half man and half
lion. The other is a giant, eating a human
being.

The ‘Marvels of the East' was
originally created in ancient Greece and
was then kept alive by the Romans. This
version is written in Anglo-Saxon Old
English.

Fiction

The most famous Anglo-Saxon work
of fiction is ‘Beowulf’ a poem that is
over three thousand lines long. Tt was first written

down sometime between ap700 and 1000. It is set in
Scandinavia, the home of the Vikings, and it tells the
violent story of how a warrior named Beowulf hunts
down and slays a monster and then the monster's
mother. Even if it was not originally written in late
Anglo-Saxon times, the poem was certainly still popular
then. Like most literature from the time, it would have
been spoken out loud for an audience rather than read
by an individual.\T'he stdry is still read today in its
original form or in modern translation. It has even been
made into a television series.

History

At the end of the ninth century, probably on the orders
of King Alfred the Great of Wessex, monks wrote a
history of Britain that started with the arrival of Julius
Caesar. Copies were made and sent to monasteries
around England. The monks then updated the history
in their books independently until the twelfth century.
Historians call the full collection of these histories
the Anglo-Saxon Chromicle. It can be very one-sided and

& A page from an eleventh-century manuscript showing ‘Marvels of the East’

has many gaps, but it is a really valuable source and it
shows how the Anglo-Saxons had a growing sense of
their identity as a nation.

Miscellany

Many surviving works of Anglo-Saxon literature mix
sermons, poems, biographies of saints, medical
treatments or advice on grammar. The largest known
collection of Anglo-Saxon writings is the Exeter Book.
This contains a mixture of works compiled in the late
tenth century. It is owned by Exeter Cathedral but it
contains far more than religious writings. Its most
famous entries are Anglo-Saxon riddles, some of
which are simply too rude to include in a school
textbook today!

Reflect

What does the literature described on this page suggest
about the interests of Anglo-Saxon people?

‘____\’__‘-—-—'-'_

Buildings

The Anglo-Saxons built almost entirely in wood, clay
and straw. In fact, the Old English word for a builder
was ‘timbrend".

As the buildings were made of wood, they have all
rotted away. Archaeclogists have investigated Anglo-
Saxon sites and can work out the shape of the houses
and other buildings from the slightly different soil
in post-holes. These are where upright timbers once
stood. As they rotted away, the soil that built up inside
was of a different colour from the surrounding area.
They show the shape and give some idea of the size
of the building by the thickness of the uprights. Most
Anglo-Saxons lived in rectangular, single-storey houses
with thatched roofs, but thegns lived in larger houses
with two floors.

Even though they were often made of wood, some
Anglo-Saxon buildings were remarkably fine. We know
this from written descriptions, often recalling what a
building looked like before it was burned down. With
timber walls and thatched roofs, fire was a constant
threat. One eleventh-century writer praised a nunnery
at Wilton in Wiltshire. Although it was fairly small,
he compared it with the temple of Solomon that is
described in the Bible. It had fine wooden carving,
beautifully painted plasterwork, a winding staircase,
polished precious stones and golden ornaments. He
also delighted in the quality of the garments worn by
the nuns, another reminder of the English skills of
weaving and embroidery.

G

Burhs

There were only three castles in England by 1065 and
these had all been built very recently by the friends

of King Edward who had brought the design from
Normandy. Far more common were the royal burhs
that were built all over England (see page 10). These
were surrounded by walls to keep the local community
safe from attack. A few of these were made from stone,
usually in towns originally built by the Romans. One
of these was London or Londenburh, as it was called by
Anglo-Saxons. Winchester was the capital of England
in late Anglo-Saxon times but London was the largest
burh and was growing in importance.

In most cases, however, the burh was defended by
large earthworks of ditches and ramparts, with a strong
wooden barrier. The photograph below shows the
remains of a section of the Anglo-Saxon earthworks at
Wallingford in Oxfordshire.

Reflect

How useful is the photograph of the thousand-year-
old defensive earthworks at Wallingford for someone
studying Anglo-Saxon burhs?

¥ Remains of the Anglo-Saxon burh defences at Wallingford
in Oxfordshire, Photograph taken in 2006




Churches

The only stone building that most Anglo-Saxons would ever enter would have
been a church. Even though some still gathered for worship around a stone
cross (see page 15), many villages had built first a timber and then a stone
shelter in which to worship. Over the centuries most of these have been
pulled down and new, larger, stone churches have taken their place.

In some cases, such as this one at Barton-upon-Humber, the
original Anglo-Saxon building was kept with later additions
being built as extensions. In this photograph, the tower and the
small section to its left are Anglo-Saxon. Everything to the right,
as well as the top section of the tower, are from later periods.

The tower often served as a place of protection for the
people and housed a church bell that called peaple to worship
or gave warnings.

The ground floor of the tower was where the

people stood for worship. The section on the

left was a ‘baptistry’, set aside for

baptisms. A similar-sized area

on the right of the tower

was where the
priest stood at
the altar to lead
worship. It was
demolished long
ago to make
room for the
extensions on the
eastern side of
the church.

To give some idea of how the church may have looked in the eleventh
century, just before the Norman Conquest, an artist has produced this drawing.

Historians think this church, like many at the time, was built by a thegn
as a private chapel. This was increasingly common by the eleventh century.
The Anglo-Saxon preference for building in wood can still be seen in this
stone building: the various arches and pillars that can be seen on the wall
of the tower are made in stone but are purely decorative. They provide
structural support for the building. They are like the shapes that would have

been visible in a timber-framed tower.
On the continent of Europe it was far more common to build with stone.
The great St Peter’s church in Rome was the finest in western
Europe. One architect has suggested that its floor space may have
been as much as 600 times bigger than the average Anglo-Saxon
village church; €losér to Britain, the Normans in France had built
many large and strong stone churches in their own distinctive
style. Church-building clearly was not the Anglo-Saxons'
greatest artistic achievement, although there was at least one
notable exception, as you are about to learn.

¥ St Peter’s Church,
Barton-upon-Humber

» An artist’s reconstruction
of how the church may
have looked c.1050.
Drawn ¢.2000

Reflect

Are you surprised the church building at Barton-on-Humber
was so small in the eleventh century?

What was Anglo-Saxon England really like in 1065?

Westminster Abbey

We end this enquiry where we began: with King Edward the Confessor and
Westminster Abbey. Edward was fond of spending time in London and built a
palace at Westminster, just a few miles down the River Thames from the
main burh.

The palace stood where the present-day Houses of Parliament can be
seen. An abbey already existed just a few hundred metres away. With the
advice and help of his Norman friend, Robert of Jumiéges, King Edward paid
for a new abhey to be built in the style that was so popular in Normandy.

It was longer and taller than any other Anglo-Saxon church. Tt was made
from carefully cut stone and had rounded arches in the Norman style. Little
remains of that abbey today as it was more or less completely rebuilt in the
thirteenth century, but in the last years of his reign King Edward had spent
much of his time making it as splendid as he could. It was his own effort to.
show that Anglo-Saxon England was ane of the great nations of Europe.

1066

The official opening of the great new abbey was held on 28 December 1065.
Unfortunately King Edward was too iil to attend. The new year arrived with
the English king on his deathbed. It was to be a year unlike any other in
English history.

Review

In 2008, a book was published with the title The Battle of Hastings The Fall
of Anglo-Saxon England. The book’s author, Harriet Harvey Wood, argues
that the late Anglo-Sazon period in English history was ‘wonderful and
astonishing’ How far do you agree with her? Uss the notes you have made
in this enduiry to help you to explain your answer.

& Westminster Abbey and Westminster
Palace as they may have looked ¢1065. A
reconstruction by artist Terry Ball, £.1990.
The artist has shown a ‘cut-away’ view of
parts of the abbey to show its interior

Reflect

What made Westminster
Abbey such an impressive
building?

Record

Complete the entries in your
table as described on page 18.




Worth a thousand words

T T M AR VR AT AN

CLOSER LOOK |

+ An Anglo-Saxon horme and
everyday activities, Canterbury
Archaeclogical Trust, €2010

-Worth a thousand words

On the opposite page, you can see two artistic reconstructions of the past.
You saw two of these in the last enquiry and you will find many more
throughout this book. These reconstructions are not based purely on ' .
imagination. They are important interpretations of history and the artists Bt Sl R
who create them must work with the evidence available. e = X
We find artistic reconstructions in museum displays, guidebooks, R e
|19

information boards at historie sites, history books and archaeological reports.
The artists who create these images have to keep four big questions in mind.

How do you know? (Research)

It must never be based on
guesswork, so artists should:

What is the point? (Purpose)
It could be one or more of these:

Who is it for? (Audience)

It could be one or more of these:

@ to show the appearance of a » family groups visiting a site

particular site at a particular # do their own research together
time ® meet experts, such as # children learning about a site

# to show an imaginary but archaeologists and historians as part of a school project
typical site based on real ones @ visit the site (preferably with @ foreign tourists from many

# to show how the site worked the experts) different countries _
and what people did there ® ask awkward questions of the @ academic experts needing

» to show how the site fitted into experts; for example, about very accurate detail with no * Portchester Anglo-Saxon burh,
the landscape or the rest of lighting in rooms or colours of distractions. €1000. This burh was one that
society walls and clothing started as a Roman fort so it

uses more stone than most

® to give a quick, clear impression ® keep the notes from the S B

# to draw the viewers into research to help others later ThEeRASTa,
spending time taking in the ® find ways to show which parts T on L S
details of the scene. of the picture experts are not

so sure about.

How can you help the viewer? (Technique)

Use different methods to achieve different effects. For example.

@ scenes at eye level make the viewer feel more ® surprise the viewer with true details they would
involved not expect; for example, women doing work

@ aerial views help to show wider context, for normally associated with men

example, the landscape or variety of activity

&

include people to give a sense of scale

cut-away walls and roofs show life inside & show people in detail to add life, show clothing
or how work was done

buildings or architectural details
fade-out in grey any parts of an image that there

is less evidence for

lifelike

create a mood or atmosphere, e g. by the weather,
or keep it neutral if that 1s more appropriate

show people with little detail if you do not want

them to distract the viewer
use colour to add warmth and to make the scene @ add photographs of archeologists at work or
of artefacts found at the gite to help the viewer

used

understand the sources that the illustration has

Refiect

How many of these techniques can you see being used in the artists’ reconstructions on pages 21 to 25?
2. Which techniques do you find particularly helpful?




What made William a conqueror in 1066?
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This monument stands in Falaise in northern France. The main figure
on horseback is William, Duke of Normandy, who was born in the town
in 1028. After his death in 1087, he became better known as ‘William the
Conguetror’.

william's statue was erected in 1851 and some years later smaller
statues were made to stand beneath his feet. These show William's six
predecessors as dukes of Normandy. They are:

s o Rollo the Walker (so-called because he was a giant'of man and no horse
could carry him)
william Longsword
Richard the Fearless

. Richard the Good

| Richard III (who did not rule long enough to win a good name)

| William’s father, Robert the Magnificent.

The people of Normandy obviously liked a good nick-name!

Statues and names given to leaders after their death are two more examples
of interpretations of history. They try to capture and share something
about the person in question. In William’s case it is just as well that the
statue uses the name he was given after his death, rather than the one he

was most commeonly known by in his lifetime. He was born to a young Reflect
woman called Herleva who was probably the daughter of a local '
undertaker, although no one is sure. Duke Robert, William's father, never The person who made this

statue has tried hard to give the

married Herleva and from an early age his only son was known as ‘William
impression that William was a

the Bastard’. Despite this unpromising beginning, as he was Robert’s only
son, the ‘Bastard’ was allowed to inherit the Duchy of Normandy. He went mighty and fearless leader. How
on to overshadow all his ancestors. They were dukes but he became a king has he done this?

- King William I of England.

The Enquiry

In this enquiry you will learn how William achieved plenty of room for disagreement between historians

his remarkable success and decide how he was able over several points in the story and you will need to

to become King of England. Maybe you will agree with make up your own mind about each of these. The story
the historian John Gillingham. In 1996, after carefully will unfold in three sections:

studying William’s career and how he managed to defeat N :
n == ; . Norman society, culture and warfare by 1066
Harold at the battle of Hastings, Gillingham decided that 2. The succession crisis of 1066

William was, in fact, very fortunate to take the English 3. The battles of 1066 at Fulford. Stamford
throne. He recommended that William should really be - Bridge, and Hastings '

remembered as ‘William the Lucky Bastard’.
In each section you must make a list of key points that

helped William gain victory over Harold. These points
should be gathered under the following headings:

This enquiry will focus on William’s invasion and
conquest of England in 1066. You will see that there is

William’s Norman William's personal Williar's opponente I ;
. weaknesses William's good luck
background qualities

g and errors E
Statue of
William the
Congueror in
Falaise, France.
By Louis
Rochet, 1851
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.J Normandy in 1065 Record

As you can see from the map, Normandy lies in northern France. Start making your notes as explaineg
However, strictly speaking, there was no such country as 1*"1"ar1'(:171?111the on page 27. You should find points to
the eleventh century. A ‘King of the Franks' ruled the lands within include under the first two headings

red boundaries shown on the map, but these were not called France
until the thirteenth century. In England, the struggle to drive out

the Vikings had led to the development of a single kingdom where

the King had strong central power over all his lands. The King of th(_i
Franks had far less central control. The only lands that he could claim
to rule directly were those shown in purple on the map.

The feudal system

The other areas outlined within the red boundaries on the map were
ruled by dukes or counts on behalf of the King. These duchies or
counties were known as ‘fiefs’. The duke or count who ruled these
were ‘vassals|, men who had sworn loyalty to the King of the Franks.
The King then granted the fief (lands) to them and they, in return,
promised, amongst other things, to use their own armies to fight on
behalf of the King.

Historians call this arrangement of land-holding in return for
service the feudal system. It sounds similar to what happened in
England but the important difference is that although English armies
were gathered by the earls and thegns they were the King’s armies. In
France, dukes or counts had their own armies that they promised to B Lands directly ruled by the King of the Franks
use for the King when necessary. This gave French dukes and counts Duchy of Normandy :
considerable independence. They ruled their lands rather like private P (e o o Fonks

A Knights fighting. A stone carving made ¢.1120

kingdoms. A France in 1035 ‘ Knights

The strength of Normandy Viking raids were based on the speed of technique Emd W}?? could put 1150_ good use when he

v : their ships and the fierce use of battleaxes and  later led the invasion of England in 1066.

Normandy was one of the strongest fiefs ’ swords. In France, a different but even more effective This image shows two knights fighting each other
in Fran4ce4 It had started as a Viking with lances. Historians argue about whether Norman
coloy e catlygenth cenitiypion As dukes and counts across France tried to build knights at Hastings used these weapons in this way or
Viking Taldefs sailed down rivers and up the strength of their private armies, they started whether this approach developed later. In the Bayeux
struck deep into northern France. Its to provide loyal supporters with armour and weapons  Tapestry, most knights seem to be throwing spears.

n « e 1 .
ame means ‘Land of the Northmen'. and to keep them as full-time soldiers. With their chain Thugs

The Vikings'’ fi i i ; ; ) ]
e ]-mxgs first lc?agieﬁ in this new mail, swords and shields, these professional soldiers ]
rench settlement was Rollo the Walker, would have been a frightening force, but their greatest ~ Whatever their methods, the eleventh-century knights

whose statue stands below William’s in strength was that they had mastered the art of fighting ~ of France were a long way from being the knights in
the photograph on page 26. In ab911, on horseback. In France they were called ‘chevalci)ers' shining armour' of fairy tales. One historian has said
having taken the land, Rollo became a We know thex;n S Chis ; : that ‘some of them were little better than brutal thugs’.
vassal of the King of the Franks. Over S This does not simply describe their approach to

the next century he and his descendants New forms of fighting fighting; it covers their general way of life. They, too,
doubled their territory by conquest and were part of the feudal system. Juét as dukes and

}?-" marriage alliances. They used brutal counts received fiefs as vassals of the King, so these
force to crush any rebellions but they knights swore to serve their lord (the duke or count)
also ad()}’)(ffd the language, laws and and received land in return. They then used their own
forms of government of the French military power to take as much tax and rent as they
people they now ruled. They chose wanted from the people who lived on the land under
trusted men as local lords who governed their control.

form of warfare was developing.

The invention and spread of the stirrup helped this
form of warfare to develop. It allowed knights not only
to charge their enemies on horseback, but to remain
on the horse leaning out and swinging their swords
while still fixed firmly in the saddle. The Anglo-

4. Viking boats attacking northern France, A nineteenth-century painting SaXOnfsEr;everdto?]k tCO th{‘is 774y (;\]f ﬁil‘:“: Tii?;;llc\\l}?j()&
one o ward the Confessor's Normar >nads w

each part of the duchy. By the time
William the Bastard was born in 1028 Reﬁ ¢ had been granted some land in the west of England,
Normandy was, in many ways. more ! ec tried to get the English to fight on horseback against Reflect
stable thas any e ot In this painti i : the Welsh. It was a hopeless failure. To fight this way
stable than many other areas of France. painting, the artist has tried to show the speed o 1O =) ; e s W s i it
and power of a Viking raid. How has he d his? needed years of training. William did not invent it, hat made knights so effective in battle?
Pl he just grew up among men who had mastered the
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Castles

Knights had to defend the
precious land that gave them
their wealth. They did this
through the use of castles.
Some were made from
stone but most were made
of earthworks and timber
like so many royal burhs in
Anglo-Saxon England. But
the similarity ends there. The
castles of French knights were
hot made for the defence of
the wider community. They
were a knight's home and
fortress in one. They were
made to keep themselves and
their fellow warriors safe and
to provide a safe ‘hub’ from
which they could ride out and
dominate the area.

There were two main
types of castle,

The colder and simpler form was a ‘ringwork’
castle. It consisted of an enclosure called a ‘bailey’
surrounded by a ditch and an earthwork bank
topped by a strong wooden fence. The entrance,
which would always be the weakest point, was
fortified by a solid gatehouse.

The new and particularly effective form was a
‘motte and bailey’ castle. This was similar to a
ringwork, but within the bailey there was a man-
made mound known as the motte. On top of this
motte a wooden structure called a ‘keep’ served
rather like a castle within the castle.

Both types of castle could be built with great speed.
Knights who took new land or who dared to rebel
against the authority of their lord, could set the local
people to work to construct a basic fortress in a matter
of days, although larger ones might take a few months
to complete. Over time, the wooden defences would
be replaced by stone walls and keeps, but only if the
knight had succeeded in establishing his rule in the

area.

Normandy — stability and strength

Although the power of knights was growing in
Normandy, they were carefully controlled by the
different dukes who followed Rollo. This made
Normandy much more stable than other parts of
France at the time when William was growing up
there. But knights were always hungry for land and
power and would soon challenge any weakness shown

by their lords,
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A model reconstruction of an eleventh-century Fearich knight's castle at Le Plessis-Grimoult

A moedel reconstruction of an eleventh-century
French knight's castle at Grimbosg

Reflect

The two models above are both interpretations
of eleventh-century castles.
I. How are they different from each other?

2. Why do you think they are different from
each other?

Christianity and the Church

The first Vikings in Normandy were pagans who believed in many
different gods. When he became a vassal of the King of the Franks,
Rollo converted to Christianity. In the years that followed, his
descendants put pagan ideas behind them and, with Viking energy,
they built up the strength and quality of the Roman Catholic
Church in their lands. While England was drifting from the high
standards it had set around 1000, Normandy was moving to the
forefront of Roman Catholic reforms, building many fine new
monasteries. Popes praised Norman monks and nuns for their
devotion, their teaching and their art and music. Above all,
Normandy hecame famous for the beauty of its churches.

This photograph shows the interior of an abbey in Caen, the
Normans' capital city. Its height and the elegance of its fine
rounded arches are typical of the Norman style of architecture that
was being copied across much of continental Europe at that time.
It was called ‘Romanesque’ as the rounded arches were similar
to those used in the Roman Empire many centuries before. Even
fairly humble town churches in Normandy were made from stone
and featured this same style, while many English churches were
still made from wood.

Normandy was becoming both settled and wealthy, with firm
government, efficient taxation and strong trading links around
northern Burcope. And yet, soon after William was born in 1028, it
faced a crisis.

William’s early experiences

In 1035, when William was just eight vears old, his father died.
william became the new Duke of Normandy but he was far too
young to rule. Almost immediately, Norman knights turned against
each other and grabbed land and power for themselves. They built
castles and challenged authority, unsettling the duchy. Senior lords
ruling Normandy on behalf of William were killed in battle or
simply murdered. The new guardians who took their places may
well have been the murderers. William learned to be careful whom
he trusted.

As he grew older, william took a more active part in trying to
restore order. By 1047, when another large-scale revolt was taking
place, he took command. He skilfully negotiated with the King of

the Franks who helped him to crush the rebels. William proved to be

a good tactician and a fearless soldier. In the style of the first Viking
dukes of Normandy, he could be merciless to his defeated enemies
in the aftermath.

William grew in experience as he increased his control and
his territory. He defeated enemies in battle and, like Rollo years
before, he made a very useful marriage alliance. He tock Matilda of
Flanders as his wife in 1050. Flanders was a powerful county that
bordered Normandy.

William and Matilda knew that their marriage was against
church rules as they were distant cousins. They were both deeply

‘religious and, as a way of thanking the Pope for giving them special

permission to marry, they each built an abbey in Caen. You can see
the interior of Matilda's abbey above. Building started there just as
work on Westminster Abbey in England was coming to an end. 1t is

at Westminster Abbey that we continue the story in the next section.

The Abbaye aux Dames in Caen, Normandy

Reflect

What links can you find
between the story of “William’s
early experiences’ and the
information about Norman
society on pages 28 to 312

Record
Complete the notes you have

been making on this section
{pages 28 to 31}.

Remember to use the headings
given on page 27.

What made William a conqueror in 1066?
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What made William a conqueror in 10662
e Wp——

The claimants

Harold Godwinson was not the only person with a King. Ideally, the person who would take over
claim to be Edward's successor. He had three potential needed to meet the following criteria:
rivals. This chart shows where they all came from
and why each one might have been crowned King of
England. The crowns show the kings of England and
the order in which they came.

In eleventh-century England, the throne did not
automatically go to the nearest living relative of the

Record

Continue making notes under the
headings given on page 27.

be in the ‘bloodline’ of the previous king
(that is being directly related)

» be chosen by the previous king
be chosen by the Witan (leading nobles).

In January 1066, Edward the
Confessor lay on his deathbed. The
upper part of this scene from the
Bayeux Tapestry shows him with
his closest friends. At the foot of the
bed his wife Edith wipes away a tear.
Immediately below that scene, the
tapestry shows him again. The Latin
says he is defunctus: he is dead.

ENGLAND DENMARK NORWAY NORMANDY

{Emma was the sister of Richard of Normandy She marred first Ethelred, then Cnut )

Ethielie Emma of Richard Duke of
“ 116 T Normandy i

A 1E_TE Normandy
(Took English EI
throne by

. Edward the Confessor dies. From force)
As Edward had no children, it was uncertain who would rule England after the Bayeux Tapestry, ¢.1075 orce,

him. The events of 1066 were shaped by what the King may have said in his B
last moments. m uir i

Dying words | |

We simply cannot be sure what Edward actually said as he lay dying. The sources

Harold .
from the time are unclear. A biography of Edward was written for Queen Edith ( d:fa?ﬁat;gn e ﬂ H%Tc?ﬂ;t Roﬁirmzﬁﬁe of
soon afterwards. It names the four people who were by his bed as his servant, 1035-40 y
Robert, his .Wlfe, Queen Edith, Archbishop Stigand and E_ar} Harcld. It des.cnbes May have granted O N
how he praised Edith, then reached out to Harold and said ‘T commend this English throne to the English throne to
woman and all the kingdom to your protection’
It is not clear from this whether Edward meant Harold to rule England as King Refl
\ . . ) N eflect
or just guard the country and Edith until a new King was crowned. Historians are Edward Eatt Harolg - William Duke
not even sure whether Edward ever spoke these words at all. The biography was [. How do these three ‘Atheling’ Godwinson Hardrada of Normandy
written for Edith who was the sister of Harold Godwinson. Harold’s claim to the interpretations differ?
English throne depended entirely on these deathbed words from Edward. 2. Why do you think they
With so little clear and trustworthy evidence, and with this being such a summarise the King's ® Direct * No direct * No direct ® Great aunt was
. s . - . . . bloodline bloodline bloodline Queen of England
dramatic and significant moment, different writers have summarised Edward's death so differently?
dvine words in different wavs: ® About twelve ® Powerful and = Powerful and & Powerful and
ying S years old experienced experienced expetienced
* Not interested ® Said Edward chose = Danish king passed ® Said Edward chose
= In being king him in 1066 his claim to Hardrada him in 1051
From www. : From Edward the Confessor From a novel, The Last English King, by * Witan rejected ® Witan supported e Witan ignored his * Witan ignored
historyinanhour.com by professional historian fiction writer Julian Rathbone,‘ 1997 ‘ his claim his daim claim his claim
“History for busy FERmACEa v 16 N —- . Queen Edith knelt and put her ear close to the lips
peopiezmﬁ ................. ?ven if Edward did recover c?nsaousgess of_ the Kig:g. l~:ts ti;roat lrur;'nobledciil;e dry wartgerin thed The new king - Harold Il
E.dward Oﬁe.md his hand o st befqre the end, speak .mth atou ! wind, a ubk.)e Gl e SRS EL Eatl Harold Godwinson wasted no time. He persuaded the Witan that Edward
his brother-in-faw Harold, voice and make some sensible remarks, it burst. The King farted. The king died. had ted him the th d the nobles th d that he should be ki
d placed the kingdom of | | is extremely doubtful that his mind was in Queen Edith stood up tall, looked down into the hall ad granted iim the throne and the nobles then agreed that he should be king.
gn !apn dinto his oratection a it state fo make a bequest. Morcover, e dl 41 dp{’k b b e fil g This is probably what is happening on the far right of the picture on page 32. Reflect
Af;’? A . pta X ] (i reSsure‘coutd have.; 5§0h9 ear and 1oud 1ike a trumpet, her voice filing Two nobles meet Harold and hold out a crown and a battleaxe. The two men
er these imgf&'dﬂ . b: mu ta ik p e il g EEciEs ' ' may well be Edwin and Morcar, the brothers who were Earl of Mercia and Based on the criteria
?r;?gun:gn;en , Edwa ; " en py 'oed Y‘;g id ?rfdtstmctiy My lor.d the King is tiead . She took a brea_th Tf_sese Northumbria respectively. Harold won their support by agreeing to marry listed at the top of
¢ od 3: i .oha ctha a? 5 ast‘;ei?uar b,eg o tod by th were his Jast words. L do prophesy the W‘Fa” wil ‘their sister, a deal which would strengthen their family’s power. Without their the page, how strong
§h unqné; 5t6 e night o muhb' :ve : ﬂ? m;er;?rt; way te§ choose Harold Godv_vman m"r'u!e England in my support, it is unlikely that Harold could have become king. were the claims of each
b4/ 15 SRR SIESETSERIVETES place, He has my dying voice On 6 January 10686, just hours after King Edward was buried in Westminster of the four claimants
| Abbey, Harold was formally crowned as the new King of England. He had his shown on the diagram?
crown. He would soon need his battleaxe. L
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Responses to Harold’s coronation

On learning that Harold had been crowned King of England, each of the three
other claimants reacted differently:

Edgar accepted the situation. He knew he was too young to rule and that he
had no power base in England, having been born in Hungary where his father
went when the Danes took the English throne. If he had pushed his claim by
his royal blood, maybe the story of 1066 would have been very different.

Harald Hardrada, King of Norway, had his hands full at the start of
1066 as he had been fighting a war against the Danes. He took no immediate
action to follow up his claim to the English throne, but he became involved
later in the year.

William, Duke of Normandy, responded with silent fury and immediate
action: he began planning an invasion of England. He was certain that the
crown should have passed to him. To understand his reaction, we need to look
back to the events that you read about on pages 6 to 7. They happened in either

What made William a conqueror in 1066?

Any of these accounts could be true. It is quite possible that King Edward sensed
that Harold wanted the throne for himself. By sending him in person to confirm
that William should be the next King of England, Edward could also insist that
Harold should swear the oath of loyalty while he was in Normandy. If this really
is what happened, then William could thank Edward for his foresight. The
Duke won lots of support for his invasion of England by claiming that Harold
had broken a promise made before God. If, on the other hand, Harold came to
Normandy purely by accident or for some personal reason, he played right into
william's hands.

When historians are faced with contradictory sources like this, they have to
use their wider knowledge of the situation to decide which ones ‘ring true’. They
may reach very different interpretations though, as in these two examples:

Reflect

| How and why do these
two interpretations differ?

From The Normans and the Norman Conquest

From The Norman Couquestby Marc Morris, 2016

by R Allen Brown, 1985

1064 or 1065. The date, like so much else in this critical episode, is uncertain.

The reason for William’s anger

The Norman version of events

The Bayeux Tapestry shows King Edward sending
Earl Harold of Wessex to Normandy. Norman
chroniclers writing in the 1070s insist that:

King Edward originally promised the throne to
William in 1051,

In 1064, Edward sent Harold to Normandy to
confirm the promise.

Edward ordered Harold to take an oath while
he was in Normandy. He had to swear that he
would fully support william’'s right to take the
English throne.

Harold spent some weeks hunting with William
and fighting alongside him in battle against his
enemies.

Harold willingly swore to support William's claim
to the crown.
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The English version of events

Not a single English source mentions any visit by
Harold to Normandy until the 1120s. At that point
two writers gave slightly different accounts:

A historian wrote that Harold did go to
Normandy, but he was not sent by Edward, He
was there because he went out fishing on a boat
that was blown across the English Channel. He
was forced to swear his oath before William would
allow him to leave

A monk agreed that Harold had been forced to
swear his oath but he gave a different reason
for him being in Normandy The monk said that
Harold went there by his own free will because
he wanted William to release two of Harold's
relatives who were being held hostage there.

Reflect

. Which of these accounts do you think
is most likely to be true and why?

2. If Harold did swear an oath, was that a
sign of weakness?

Harold swears an oath in front of William.
To add to the power of the oath, he touches
boxes of relics, probably the bones of
saints, From the Bayeux Tapestry, 1075

That King Edward . sent Harold to confirm the earlier promise
of the succession to Duke William is entirely consistent with
what is known of his Norman sympathies and wishes ... As

for Harold, if the mission was unwelcome to him it would have
been nonetheless difficult to refuse, and he may have been
motivated also by the thought that if he did not undertake it his

By 1064 Haro}d and his brothers reigned supreme, whereas
the authority of Edward the Confessor had been eroded to
virtually nothing. it stretches credibility ... to believe that the
King, aged and powerless as he was, could have commanded
the earl 1o do anything that would damage his own interests,
let alone to help revive a scheme for the succession to which he
had aiways been opposed.

brother would.

William’s preparations for invasion

Whatever had happened when Harold was in
Normandy, William was determined to take the
English crown. With characteristic energy and an
eye for detail, he set about planning an invasion of
England.

He quickly sent men to Rome to win the support of
the Pope. They described Edward's promise to William,
Harold’s oath and-how he had broken his word. They
told the Pope how Archbishop Stigand crowned Harold,
knowing that he saw Stigand as the sign of all that was
bad about the English Church. 7

The Pope gave his full and open support. He
sent them back to Normandy with a papal banner to

William's army prepares to invade England. From the Bayeux Tapestry, ¢.1075
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carry into battle as a sign that God was on their side.
william used the Pope's support to win over the many
who, very reasonably, doubted whether the invasion
could succeed. He also offered great rewards to those
who backed him. His Norman vassals were obliged to
fight for him but he gained extra support from other
powerful men across northern France in this way.

Spring was spent building extra ships and moving
armour, weapons, food and wine to the coast. In the
summer, foot soldiers, archers, knights and horses made
their way to a great camp at Dives-sur-Mer. By early
August, William’s invasion force was ready.

—

Reflect

What supplies are being
transported in this picture?

Record

Complete the notes you have
been making on this section
{pages 32 to 35).

Remember to use the headings
given on page 27.
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Record

Start the final section in your notes under the heading ‘The
three battles’. Keep using the headings given on page 27.

In England, King Harold’s spies told him about William’s
invasion tleet. Just as he was starting to organise his
defence of England, there came a worrying sign. In April
1066, the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle recorded the appearance in
the night skies of a ‘long-haired star’ that stayed for over a
week. We now know that this was a comet that reappears
every 76 years, but at the time the English took it as terrible
omen of a disaster that was soon to come.

Just as the comet was disappearing, news of violent

" ’—-_—-h

raids along the south coast of England reached Harold.
These attacks did not come from Normandy. They were
led by one of Harold's own brothers, Tostig. He had lost

his place as Earl of Northumbria in 1065 and was probably
trying to force Harold to reinstate him. His attacks moved
up the east coast but were never a serious threat and he was
driven away in May 1066. Despite the comet, the country

seemed safe once again.
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The battles of Fulford and Stamford Bridge

Reflect

By 20 September 1066, do you
think most English people would
still have thought the comet was a
sign that England was doomed?
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From the Bayeux Tapestry, ¢.1075

The Battle of Fulford

The Anglo-S8axon Chronicle says that Harold raised more in taxes than any
other king. He used the money to pay for the fyrd (army) and a fleet to
defend the south coast of England. By June 1066, thousands of Englishmen
were based along the south coast, watching for an attack from Normandy.

They were still waiting in early September. Nothing had happened.
Provisions were running out and the men were desperately needed on
the land to bring in the harvest. On 8 September, believing that William’s
own men would have to bring in the crops in France, Harold disbanded
the fyrd. Almost immediately, another army landed far away in the
north-east of England. Tostig had returned, this time with the support of
Harald Hardrada, King of Norway. After fleeing the country, Tostig had
travelled to Norway and had persuaded Hardrada to invade England and
take the throne.

When Harold heard the news he hastily gathered an army in the south
and marched north. Meanwhile, on 20 September, the northern earls,
Edwin and Morcar, led a force into battle against the invaders at Fulford,
just south of York. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle records the outcome:

They fought army against army and made great slaughter. A great number of the
Engtish were slain or drowned or driven in flight and the Norwegians had possession
of the place of carnage.

Edwin and Morcar escaped but nothing could stop Tostig and Hardrada
taking the city of York. The invaders rested there with the clear intention
of moving south to claim the rest of the kingdom.

The Battle of Stamford Bridge

On 25 September 1066, Harald Har?rada and Tostig
moved their army out of York to a ngarby river-
crossing called Stamford Bridge. They were probably
waiting there to receive the surrender’of other Anglo-
Saxons from the area before heading south. They
had no idea that King Harold had managed to gather
his army again and had marched the two hundred
miles from London to York in barely a week. He had
increased the size of his force as he went along and the
fleet had also carried more men up the east coast.
Harold had expected to have to attack Hardrada and
his brother Tostig in York. On finding that they had
left the town, he marched his combined force straight
through from one side to the other and launched
a surprise attack on his unsuspecting eneries at
Stamford Bridge. The Norwegians were not even
wearing their chain mail as it was a warm day.
Despite King Harold's advantages, the two armies
fought for many hours before the Norwegians
surrendered. It was the last ever hand-to-hand
battle on British soil. Thousands died on each side.
Hardrada and Tostig were among them. After the
battle, Hardrada's son, Olaf, was allowed to sail back to
Norway having promised never to return. His father
had brought three hundred ships but no more than
twenty-four were needed for the voyage home.

The Battle of Stamford Bridge, painted by Peter Nicolai Arbo, 1870

What made William a conqueror in 1066?

Painting the past

In 1870, a Norwegian artist painted this
interpretation of the Battle of Stamford Bridge. His
name was Peter Nicolai Arbo and he specialised

in military paintings and scenes from Norse
mythelogy. This combined both.

He based the image on the ‘Saga of Harald
Hardrada’ a tale written £.1230 by an Icelandic poet
called Snorri. Nineteenth-century historians used to
think that Snorri was a reliable source about
historical events but he is no longer trusted as his
sagas rarely match other sources or the findings of
archaeology. Snorri tells us, for example, that the
English fought on horseback at Stamford Bridge but
they only did this after the Norman Conguest. The
artist has followed Snorri's account here, though, and
King Harold is shown in white swinging his sword as
Hardrada, in the centre, dies a hero's death when an
arrow pierces his windpipe.

Reflect

. Was King Harold lucky to defeat Hardrada and
Tostig?

2. Why do you think the artist has placed Hardrada, not
King Harold, at the centre of this painting?




ing Harold must have believed that
he had saved his crown after his
victory at Stamford Bridge. He was
still at York just days later, probably
on 1 October, when news reached
him that William's army had landed
on the south coast, not far from
Hastings. Clearly the Normans had
not disbanded their army to bring in
the harvest after all.

William’s wait in France

William's army had been on the
French coast for about six weeks
before finally sailing to England. The
long delay had been difficult to
handle. The force of about 7,000 thousand men included between 2,000
and 3,000 knights with their horses. They came from many different
regions in northern France so there might have been disagreements. They
all needed food and water and William gave strict orders that they were
not to raid nearby villages or farms. Instead he ensured they had all they
needed. One of the French chroniclers, William of Poitiers, praised the
discipline of William's army:

Weak or unarmed, any man could move about the district at his will singing on his harse,
without trembling at the sight of soldiers.

Poitiers explained that the reason for the long delay was bad weather
and the wind that blew constantly from the north. There was no chance
of sailing across the English Channel until it changed direction. He
describes how William did once attempt to set off in bad weather on

12 September. This resulted in the ships being blown a hundred miles
east along the coast. Many were wrecked at sea. William set up a new
camp where the wind had taken them. The army spent two weeks there,
William arranged an open-air service where the whole army prayed
around the bones of a saint that had been brought out of a tg)mb. The
army finally crossed to England, probably on 27 September.

Reflect

Some historians have suggested that William deliberately delayed his
invasion so that King Harold would eventually h i i

y have to d
Do you agree with them? S o

William’s strategy in England

On 28 September, William landed at Pevensey. He lear d ;
Harold had gone north to fight Hardrada. Hc.chosv n s ng

hyt quickly built defences at Pevensey and Hastin ls (;;to move inland,
his men to raid the surrounding areaj This hcl\p(xdg r L noyv €ncouraged
needs but William was also probably d(:lib(:rdt(*l{, tf,.ovldc for their
Harold's anger by pillaging the King’s own lan(li; : YIng to provoke King
on 13 October, William's spies informed hin th-l : l'mdy have workeq.
hurrying towards Hastings. at Harold's army was
r'/ 2
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A The Normans set sail for England. The carved
figure of a boy blowing a horn at the rear of this
ship shows that it is the one that was specially
made for William by his wife Matilda. The person
at the front may be William. In the ship behing
his back, you can see some of the knights’
horses. From the Bayeux Tapestry, c.1075
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King Harold’s haste

Harold rode south from York to London in just four or
five days. His foot soldiers could not match this pace so
he sent out orders for new troops to gather in London
and in Sussex, near Hastings. His brother, Gyrth, and
his mother both urged him to stay in London until he
had a full army. He angrily rejected their advice and
headed for Hastings, probably on 11 October

Some historians say that Harold was hurrying
because he was enraged by William’s brutal plundering
of Sussex. Others say Harold was simply trying to repeat
the surprise attack that had worked at Stamford Bridge

Despite his haste, Harold still failed to surpriscr
the Normans. William's lookouts saw him coming
and at dawn on 14 October, the Duke marched out

on a short ridge v
make any order

The battle begins

Early in the morning on 14 October 1066, the armies prepared to do battle.
William prayed and, according to one chronicle, he wore around his neck
some of the holy relics on which Harold had sworn to help him become
king. He arranged his archers, infantry and his knights on horseback
foot of the hill.

At the top of the hill, King Harold had a force of about the same size
7,000 men. If he had waited longer, he might have had twice as many.
None was on horseback. Some were ‘housecarls’, more or less professional
warriors who served the king, but most were thegns and freemen from the
shires. They stood in a line about 400 to 600 yards long and twelve men
deep, with their shields forming a wall in front of them.

At nine o'clock, trumpets sounded and war cries filled the air. The battle

was under way. The Norman archers fired a hail of arrows and, under this
cover, the Norman infantry made their way up the rough slope as the
English hurled javelins and stones at them. Once the Normans reached the
top, they swung swords and axes to try to break the English line. It held
firm. The Norman cavalry then got involved. They could not charge up the
slope so they simply rode to the front line, sat on their horses and battered
English heads with swords and clubs. Even after hours of this, the English
line still refused to break.

What made William a conqueror in 10667

vith a forest behind it. This
ly retreat impossible but it
a strong defensive line. The chosen site
seven miles from Hastings. When they
many English deserted

towards Harold’s army. This was a much smaller force
than it might have been. Many experienced soldiers
had died at Stamford Bridge; some were still in the

north; others from the south were trying to join him
but were still many miles away. Even those wl
ridden south with him must have been wea
tiredness or injury

Harold had to find a battleground that n
give him an advantage. He chose to take h

o had

Reflect

I. How far does Ivan Lapper’s |
painting below match the
account of the battle on the
left?

2. What may explain any
differences?

¥ The Battle of Hastings painted
by Ivan Lapper, c.2000




William’s ‘retreats’

After hours of stalemate, a group of Norman knights
turned away from the battle line and rode back down
the hill. Some English soldiers chased after them. At
the same time, a rumour went around that wWilliam had
been killed and the Normans too began to drop back.
This was a crisis for William, but he quickly pulled
back his helmet and rode along the Norman lines.
He showed his face, called out that he was still alive
and reminded his men that there was no way back
to France: they had to win or die. He led a counter-
attack against the English who had charged down
the hill, killing them all. One French chronicle says
this ‘retreat’ was a trick by some knights that nearly
backfired, but others say they really were on the run.
Several Norman chroniclers say that William later
ordered his knights to fake two more retreats so that
the English would once again break their lines and
follow. They did and were cui down like the first group.
For years many historians insisted that no army
of that time feigned retreats. They said the French
chronicles were just trying to cover up panic in
William's army. Then other historians found examples
of Norman knights feigning retreat in battles in the
1050s and early 1060s. Tt seems that William - or
maybe some of his knights acting on their own - knew
exactly what they were doing.

The death of King Harold, from the Bayeux Tapestry, 1075
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Harold’s death

This was the real turning point. Late in the day, the
English army was still holding out against the French
attacks. It was the death of King Harold that gave
William his victory. The well-known story is that
an arrow struck Harold in the eye. Only one source
produced within a few years of the battle seems to
support this: the Bayeux Tapestry. In the scene below
the writing in Latin means ‘King Harold is killed’. The
image nearby shows an Englishman with an arrow
in, or very near, his eye. Is it the King? The problem
is that sketches of the tapestry made in the early
eighteenth century show the same figure holding a
spear that is far longer than this arrow. A nineteenth-
century restorer may have turned the spear into an
arrow.

The earliest mention of Harold being struck in
the eye is in a chronicle from about 1120. Most of the
Norman chronicles of the 1070s say nothing about
Harold's death. The only one that describes it says
that William and a group of knights gathered around
the English King and cut him to pieces. One soldier
apparently cut Harold in the thigh, although some
historians think this is a polite way of saying that he
swung his sword into the groin of the English king.
Some say the story of the arrow in Harold’s eye was
invented to hide this more brutal truth,

‘Whichever version is true, with their king dead, the
English finally gave in and iried to flee.

Reflect

Yhy do you
think historians
cannot agree

on one
straightforward
account of the
events described
on this page?

What made William a conqueror in 1066?

The end

The final scenes of the Bayeux Tapestry show the Norman cavalry chasing
the English off the worn and torn edges of the fabric. It seems appropriate.
The English were in disarray. King Harold and his two brothers, Earls
Gyrth and Leofwine, as well as thousands of thegns and freemen had died.
Thousands more had been killed at Stamford Bridge and Fulford.

The next morning, the Normans buried their dead but they left the
English bodies lying above ground. No one is sure what happened to Harold’s
remains but, years later, William built an abbey whose main altar is said to
stand exactly where Harold died. He did this on the orders of the Pope as a
way of asking God’s forgiveness for all the bloodshed in that place. Over the
years a village grew up around the abbey. Its name is, quite simply, Battle.

Review

It 1s time to decide whether William was, in the words of the
historian John Gillingham, ‘William the Lucky Bastard’. You should
have gathered plenty of evidence to help you make up your mind.

I. Look back through all your notes and consider whether you
want to change anything or make any additions now that you
know the full story

From the Bayeux Tapestry, ¢1075

Recﬁrd

Complete the notes you have
been making on this section
{pages 36 to 41).

Remember to use the headings
given on page 27,

William’s Norman

William's personal

background qualities

2. Then, create your own visual interpretation of what made

William a conqueror in 1066. Simply draw four circles like

these. Change the sizes of the circles so that the one that you

think did most to help William win is the largest. The one that

did Teast is the smallest. Underneath each one, write a brief

explanation of why you made it that size.
3. Next, compare your diagram with others in your class. Have William's

they reached the same interpretation as you? Discuss and opponents’ William’s good luck

debate the reasons for any differences. weaknesses
4. Finally, go back to your diagram and change it if you have been and errors

persuaded that there is a better interpretation that fits the
evidence. After all, that 1s one very important way in which
interpretations of history develop!
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Battleground

This picture shows tourists visiting the site of the
Battle of Hastings - or at least they think they are. In
recent years, historians, archaeologists and others have
been fighting a battle of their own about exactly where
William defeated Harold in 1066.

In 2012, two historians, John Grehan and Martin
Mace, published a book arguing that the Battle of
Hastings was fought at Caldbec I1il], about one mile
away from the traditionally accepted site at the place
now known as Battle. They believe that Caldbec
fits perfectly the descriptions given in several of
the chronicles and that it is strange that no bones
of soldiers or remains of weapons have ever been
discovered at Battle

Grehan and Mace called for archaeologisis to
work on Caldbec Hill, confident that this would
reveal the mass burials that took place when the
battle ended in 1066.

In 2013, Channel 4's television archaeologists from
Time Team were given permission to work at both
sites. They soon came across a problem at Battle. Since
19686, there has been a re-enactment of the battle each
year 'The enthusiasts who take part make every eftort
to wear the right clothing and use the right weapons
Unfortunately, the re-enactments have scattered these
modern arrowheads and fragments of swords or chain
mail around the site, while tourists leave objects such
as ring pulls These were confusing the Time Team
metal detectorists until the team used diggers to
remove the top few centimetres of soil that was most
hikely to hold material dropped in recent years

Time Team archaeologists dug three strips totalling
about 180 metres across the traditional battlefield
and covered a wide area of Caldbec Hill with metal
detectors. Neither site produced any finds associated
with 1066. They also flew over the whole area with
modern-eqiipment that allowed them to work out
how different the landscape would have been in the
eleventh century. This suggested that William could
not have gathered his forces at the bottomn of the
traditional battle site as the ground was too marshy
at that time. Instead, Time Team decided, the fighting
took place a few hundred yards away where a small
roundabout now stands.

The programme entertained millions of viewers
and gained a lot of publicity in newspapers. But many
professional historians were unimpressed.
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Battleground

In May 2013, historian Marc Morris commented:

There is sometimes enough evidence to counter the 'make-it-up
brigade’. Despite the noisy newspaper headlines in recent months,
we can stilf reasonably suppose that the Battle of Hastings was
fought on the site where Battle Abbey now stands because the
contemporary sources afe so compeliing. ‘On the very spot where
God granted him the conquest of England, William caused a great
abbey to be built’. So says the Anglo-Saxon Chionicle in a passage
clearly composed before 1100 by an Englishman who describes
himself as having fived at the king's own court. Unsurprisingly, it is a
source that goes unmentioned by those who contend that the battle
was fought elsewhere.
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Is this how Vi

control of England, |
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& 'The Congueror comes to London” by CL
Doughty for Look and Learn magazine,

Reflect

- -
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After his victory at Hastings, William rested his troops
for two weeks. In that time he hoped that English lords
might arrive and surrender the whole kingdom to him.
None came. Instead the Witan in London elected young
Edgar Atheling as their new king.

William would have to take control of England for
himself. He started by ensuring that he controlled the
route back to the coast. From the end of October 1066,
he marched his army through Kent, building castles
in key positions, sometimes being welcomed with gifts
by frightened townspeople and sometimes using force
to take the supplies his army needed. When William
sent an advance party of knights to discover whether
London would submit to him, a determined group of
Englishmen crossed London Bridge to do battle. The
Norman knights easily crushed their resistance but
could not take the city. Instead they torched all the
houses outside the walls along London’s south bank.
The illustration on page 44 shows how a children’s
magazine of the 1970s imagined the scene.

Intimidation and submission

William spent the next weeks marching his army in a
wide arc around London. Rather than attack the well-

The Enquiry

llustrators use carefully selected colour, light and shade to create a
mood and a message in images like the one on page 44. Historians
do the same thing with carefully chosen words. Take the title of

‘Brutal slaughter’ - Is this how William gained full control of England, [067-71?

defended burh directly, he had decided to intimidate
it into surrender. French chroniclers admit that he
used some force as he moved through the countryside,
but they try to suggest that William was moderate

in his actions. One English chronicler, on the other
hand, says he ‘1aid waste Sussex, Kent, Hampshire,
Middlesex and Berkshire’. He then stopped and set

up camp, probably at Berkhamsted about thirty miles
from London.

Days later, in early December, young Edgar
Atheling, or King Edgar as the English would have
called him at this stage, rode out to Berkhamsted with
a group of leading nobles and clergy. He surrendered
the kingdom to William.

Reflect

What differences can you see between the account
given here and the caption that was originally used for
the illustration on page 447

Brutal

this enquiry, for example. We have used it to capture the very 1

complicated story of how King William | established his authority
over his newly-won kingdom between 1066 and 1071. It is short
and powerful and it carries a particular interpretation of history.

But is it fair! Does it match the evidence available? That is what you

will have to decide in this enquiry.

You will learn about:

I. The first uprisings against Norman rule, 1066-68

2. Rebellions in the north, 1068-70
3. Rebellion in the east, 1070-71

As you work through the enquiry make a timeline of
events, It should look like the one below. Write the
date and a brief summary of what happened for each
event. Then number your events. Then make a large
version of the grid on the right. Write each number

Impatient ———— —— Patient

Peaceful

at the most suitable place. For example, if you believe
William’s knights’ actions near London were fairly
brutal but also showed patience by first offering the
Londoners a chance to surrender, you could place
number | at the point shown here.

¢.1970. The original caption read ‘Arriving
at the Saxon city, Duke William marched his
army round it, burning and destroying the
countryside. Then he built a camp nearby —
and settled down to wait.’

In this image, the illustrator, Cecil Doughty,
has made the Normans look dominant and
forceful. How has he done this?

: Date Event - i Number on

chart

3 Nov. 1066 William’s knights invited London to submit but burned houses on the south bank | 1

5 whe the English refused and fought back. l
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‘Brutal slaughter’ - Is this how William gained full control of England, 1067-71?
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. The first uprisings, 1066—68 William returns to Normandy /;l;{g’{t_\ EZAN |

= . . At the end of March 1067, William felt that England had settled enough ‘ a'jr’-f\} 5 G Y eren,or
W11_11‘am VSNt (9 s1_J.bdue all English resmt;‘mce. ;) etﬁre }115(13 W:’st Record for him to return to Normandy. He took with him Edgar Atheling, '"ﬂL‘ / / ‘z'
officially crowned king. That would allow his wife, Matilda, to be Earls Edwin and Morcar, and several church leaders. They were kept e e 0 108km
crowned queen alongside him. However, pilien his Enghlsrlil s Start your timeline of events and mark in comfort, but went as hostages to weaken or discourage any English ‘D 1 { e
Norman lords assured him that an early coronation W];)u 12)%%1’6336 your grid as described on page 45. uprising while he was away. Crowds gathered in Normandy to see | e Mag 5
his autl.'lonty, he agreed to be crowned on Christmas Day at Wwilliam, their conguering hero, the strange long-haired Englishmen B i L
Weitmglster Abt’E)elslz.Of Bnglish warriors. Some had arrived there t00 beside him and the many fine treasures he had brought back from the { {;’7— ) . =

ondon was fu . : English monasteries. { MR

late to march to Hastings with Harold. Others had taken part in the By the spring of 1067, in England, ceorls and thralls were being forced /[ '

battle. William was right to feel uneasy. For this reason, he ordered

y to build motte and bailey castles for their new masters, the Norman
that an armed Norman guard protect the abbey as the coronation

. knights who had already been granted lands there. William of Poitiers (f'” ®Herefard
service took place. N . .. insisted that Odo, FitzOsbern and the knights putting up these castles LET .
It was a nervous and tense situation. Inside the abbey, at a critical worked hard'to be just and to build up good relations with the English Y tondon,
point in the service, the congregation of several hundred e afsked if while King William was away. However, Orderic Vitalis, writing later s Dovere
they would accept William as their k‘mg. Chaos followed. This is how and from the perspective of someone born with an English mother and Exeterg
the Norman chronicler Orderic Vitalis described the scene: French father, completely disagreed. He said that the castle owners
oppressed the people of their new lands and that Odo and FitzOsbern
At the prompting of the devil, a sudden disaster and portent of future catastrophes always sided with the knights if the English complained. William stayed ) ,f"/

occurred. When Archbishop Ealdred asked the English, and Geoffrey Bishop of
Coutances asked the Normans, if they would accept William as their king, all of them
gladly shouted out with one voice, if not in one language, that they would.

in Normandy and received news of nothing serious enough for him to

set involved. A Areas of resistance, 1067 to Easter 1068

The armed guard outside, hearing the tumult of the joyful ctowd in the church and

the harsh accents of a foreign tongue, imagined that some treachery was afoot. They
rashly set fire to some nearby buildings. The flames spread rapidly from house to house.
Thrangs of men and women rushed out of the church in frantic haste.

Only the bishops and a few monks remained, terrified, in the abbey. With difficutty
they completed the consecration of the king who was trembling from head to foot, The
English, after hearing of such misdeeds, never again trusted the Normans who seemed
to have betrayed them, but nursed thefr anger and bided their time to take revenge.

First steps

This uproar in London never became an uprising but it showed
how tense the situation was. Anger and resentment filled many of
the English while mistrust, anxiety and fear dogged the Normans.
Between January and March 1067, William worked to calm the
country and establish his authority:

# Edgar, Edwin, Morcar, and other English leaders formally
submitted to him.

# William claimed all English lands as his own but allowed earls
and thegns to buy their lands back from him. He gave the lands of
those who died at Hastings as rewards to those who fought in, or
funded, his invasion.

@ He led an armed force through Fast Anglia, knowing that it had
strong links with the Danes. He built castles, notably at Norwich
where he put his closest friend, William FitzOsbern, in charge of
the region.

@ Ie put his halfbrother, Odo, Bishop of Bayeux, in charge of the
south-east with a base at Dover Castle.

A A life-sized model of William [ on his coronation

throne, from the Tapestry Museum at Bayeux, France

The wild man of Mercia

In August 1067, England saw the first of the uprisings
shown on this map. It happened around Hereford in
the west of the region of Mercia. Tts leader was once
one of the most powerfirl English thegns, a man

the English may have carved them into the Norman
churches as an act of silent resistance as these figures
were also, like Edric the wild, called silvatici. Much
more recently the name ‘Wild Edric’ has been given to
a hiking trail, a garden rose and a locally brewed

Reflect

i. The posture, clothing, and
expression of museum models give
us an interpretation of the person
represented.

What impression of William does
this model convey?

2. How does this interpretation
compare with the written
description of William at his
coronation given by Orderic Vitalis?

who has become known as Edric the Wild. He had Shropshire beer. One way or another, Edric's name
been very wealthy but lost much of his land outside lives on.

Shropshire to Norman knights after 1066. He joined
forces with Welsh princes and raided Norman-held
land in Herefordshire, devastating Hereford itself, He
gained his name by living in the wild open hills as an
outlaw. The Normans used a Latin name for those who
hid like this: they were silvatici or forest-dwellers.

-The rising of August 1067 never really threatened to
get out of hand, although Edric continued his raids for
years. William saw no need to return from Normandy.

Tt is not clear what happened to Edric. Like many
‘freedom-fighters', legends grew up around him. Stories
are told of how he married a fairy queen and still lives
in the depths of a lead-mine in Shropshire.

' Reflect

How serious was the uprising in Mercia?

Silent resistance?

The memory of Edric and others who resisted the
Normans may also have been kept alive through
carvings such as this. A carved head of this type is
known as a ‘green man’. In the century after 1066,
many Norman churches were built all over England.
The English stonemasons often decorated the pillars
and arches with strange heads that have plants ¥ Agreen
sprouting uncontrollably from their mouths. The man’ carved
tradition pre-dates the Norman Conguest and E;};eg:(”g]::ch
represents the power of nature and new life. Some '

: : Herefordshire,
historians believe that in the years after the Conquest, 1140




Trouble grows

So far, no news from England had worried William enough for him
to return. He did not overreact and left his chosen lords, Odo and
FitzQsbern, to deal with the difficulties.

In December 1067, however, William's very effective spy network
told him that serious trouble was brewing and he left Normandy
and was back in London by Christmas.

In January 1068, William met many senior English lords and
bishops. He chose not to threaten or accuse them but treated them
well, believing that this would be more likely to keep their loyalty.
He sent messages to other more distant regions, especially to the
city of Exeter in Devon. He knew that its citizens had been calling
people from surrounding shires to stand up to the Normans and to
come to their city. He also knew that the leader of this determined
resistance was Gytha, the mother of King Harold and Farls
Leofwine and Gyrth who had died beside their brother at Hastings.

Conspiracy and rebellion in Exeter

Gytha and her daughter had fled to Exeter after William's victory in
1066. Their family had extensive lands in the area. Her local status
may explain why so many answered the call to join her in Exeter.
In early 1068, they set about repairing and strengthening the burh’s
defensive walls and iowers that were based on the stone defences
put up in Roman times.

Gytha had also been plotting with Irish lords. King Harold had
three sons by his long-term English mistress, Edith the Fair (or
Edith Swan-neck). These young men fled to Ireland where they
gathered an invasion force that planned to drive out the Normans.
Gytha was also in touch with the Danish king, and hoped that the
Danes might invade from the east at the same time.

Negotiation

William had to crush this very threatening power base in Devon.
He started by trying to win over Gytha and the leading citizens of
Exeter by persuasion. He sent a message urging them to swear an
oath of loyalty to him. They replied, refusing the oath, telling him
that he would never be allowed in their city and adding that they
would not pay a penny more in the tax than they had under English
kings. The king sent a message back saying that he could not accept
these terms, and gathered an army.

Confrontation

Even though it was mid-winter, in February 1068 William led his
army to the south-west in person. It was made up of both Norman
and English soldiers. As he neared Exeter, a group of leading
citizens came to meet him. They had decided not to defy the King
and promised that he could enter the city where his commands
would be obeyed. They left some of their group as hostages as a
guarantee that they would keep their word.

Reflect

What impression of Gytha is given in this stained-glass interpretation?

Reflect

Which do you think worried William
more: events in Kent or events in
Northumbria?

P
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A

¥ Countess Gytha as imagined in a twentieth-century
stained-glass window in north Devon. Gytha founded
the church in 1053
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B A surviving section of Exeter's city walls.
Area 1 dates from Roman times. Area 2
is Anglo-Saxon, when lighter coloured
stone from beyond Exeter was used.
Area 3 is Norman, but with later
medieval repairs, Area 4 is post-medieval

When the rebel spokesman returned to the city,
however, their fellow citizens were furious at the deal.
william and his army arrived at the city gates to find
them firmly closed. The citizens stood on the walls
and defied the King,

Seeing that the promise to let him enter had been
hroken, William brought forward one of the hostages
and had his eyes gouged out in full view of Exeter’s
citizens. This just strengthened their resistance. One,
standing high on the wall, bared his bottom and farted
loudly in the general direction of King William.

The city surrenders

Wwilliam's army laid siege to the city. His engineers dug
tunnels to undermine its walls. After eighteen days,
seeing they could not hold out, the hungry and thirsty
citizens surrendered. They sent another delegation to
meet the King. Knowing all that had happened since
their first group met him, they must have feared the
worst. They took with them precious ornaments and
holy books and offered them to William as they fell at
his feet asking for mercy.

William pardoned them. In return for vows of
loyalty he promised that:

® He would not plunder the city.

# He would not punish its people.

# He would not demand extra tax from Exeter.

® He would dispossess Gytha and her daughter of all
.their family lands and share it among Frenchmen
who had supported his invasion. (Gytha and her
daughter escaped, either with or without his
permission.)

William swore an oath on the holy books they had
brought him that he would keep these promises and
then allowed the people of Exeter to keep the books
and other treasures they had offered. William entered
Exeter and posted reliable guards at its gates to stop
any looting by less-disciplined soldiers. He chose the
highest point in the city and in the spring work began
to construct a large motte with a strong fortress on
top. Like the old Roman city walls, it was made from
the red, volcanic stone of the region and it became
known as ‘Rougemont’ — the red mount. In March
1068, William had got what he wanted: Norman power
and even the Norman language was established in the
heart of Exeter.

‘Brutal slaughter’ ~ Is this how William gained full control of England, 1067-71?

. Why is it significant that William led the army to the
south-west in person and that it had both Norman
and English soldiers?

.. Why do you think William made his final deal with
the rebels of Exeter!

A secure hold on the south-west

After some days, William marched further west,
subduing any further resistance in Devon and
Cornwall. He ordered that castles be built at key points
such as Barnstaple, Totnes, Okehampton and
Launceston. By Easter, at the end of March 1068,
William was back at Winchester, His campaign to the
south-west was over. It looked as though he was
gradually establishing his authority, but his most
serious challenges lay ahead.

Record

Check that you have clear and helpful points on your
timeline up to Easter 1068. Remember to mark each
event on your grid to indicate what it reveals about
William’s treatment of the English. (See page 45.)
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. Rebellions in the
north, 1068-70

The early surmmer of 1068 showed several signs that
England was settling into the pattern that william
wanted:

I. Williamn brought Matilda {rom Normandy to London,
showing his confidence that England was safe. On 11
May 1068 she was crowned in Westminster Abbey.

#. Matilda's coronation service was led by the English
Archbishop of York, Ealdred. William agreed with
the Pope that Stigand, the corrupt Archbishop of
Canterbury, was unworthy to lead such an event. But
Stigand had sworn loyalty to William so the king let
him keep his title despite his cbvious faults. William
was doing all he could to avoid unnecessary conflict.

4. For the coronation of Matilda, the abbey was filled
with both Normans and English lords. William was
giving due reward to French lords and knights who
served him well but he also preserved the status of
those English leaders who stood by him and accepted
him as their righttul new king.

4. The document that recorded the coronation and
those who witnessed it was specially drawn up in
English as well as Latin. William seemed very ready
to respect the traditions and identity of his new
kingdom.

Reasons to rebel

Despite these appearances, there were problems
below the surface. At William’s coronation in 1066, the
tension, fear and distrust had spilled out for all to see. At
Matilda's coronation in 1068, they were still there along
with growing resentment on the part of the English, but
they were all well hidden ... at least for the time being.
There were many reasons why the English might
break into open rebellion against the Normans:

I. Revenge Some, such as Gytha, the mother of King
Harold, were desperate to avenge loved ones lost in
battle at Hastings

1. Pride Others hated having foreigners ruling over
them There were regular attacks on Normans if
they dared to walk or ride alone at night

3. Dispossession Loss of land was a powerful
motive Some had lost their right to the family land
1f their father or husband had died fighting the
Normans. Others who had rebelled and survived
lost their land as a punishment.

4. Disrespect for new lords. French lords who took
over land from English thegns often did not know
or follow English ways so were not respected.
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Record

Start the next section of your timeline and mark
your grid as described on page 45.

A The head of Queen Matilda, from a nineteenth century statue in
Paris. We have no clear idea of what she actually looked like, but
we do know that she and William were devoted to each other

Reflect

From the list given at the start of this page, what do
you think William wanted his ‘pattern’ for England
to be?

5. Taxation. William imposed two heavy tax

demands on the English in his first two years as
king

%. Loss of statas Earls such as Edwin and Morcar

retained their titles, but lost large parts of their
land to Norman knights or favoured Englishmen,
therefore reducing their status

. Distance The fringes of the country were far

harder to control than the south-east People 1n
the north and west were less aware of the Norman
takeover at first but when it did hit them they
reacted with anger.

. Numbers. The English far outnumbered their new

Norman masters

‘Brutal slaughter’ - Is this how William gained full control of England, 1067-717

William rides north (1) = summer 1069

In summer 1068, not many weeks after Matilda's coronation, William
received a strange message. It was a declaration from the people of
the north of England to say that they would stand and fight him if

he should ever set foot on their lands. The north-east had always felt
independent from the rest of England, but this was too much. William
had to act. He gathered an army and marched north.

The bold declaration to the King followed an agreement reached
between Earls Edwin and Morcar, Edgar Atheling and various lords in
the north and on borders with Wales. They had all decided to stand up
to William. Their motives included most of those listed on page 50,
but there was an extra factor. William promised to give his daughter
to Earl Edwin as a wife. By spring 1068, it was obvious that the
promise would not be kept. This may have been the final straw.
Ealdred, Archbishop of York, tried to persuade the rebels to hold back,
but the message was sent.

Castle power

William marched from Winchester directly into the heart of Earl
Edwin's lands in Mercia. At Warwick he immediately set about building
a motte and bailey castle. The best site was cccupied by houses that
belonged to the Abbot of Coventry but he simply tore these down and
set local people to work making the huge earth mound on which a
powertul timber stockade was then built. This was a pattern that
became familiar all over England.

The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle says that William ‘allowed his men to
harry wherever they came’ on this campaign. This means they could
attack with determination and persistence. It seems that William was
not using the tactics he had employed earlier at Exeter in the spring.

On reaching Nottingham, William built another castle. By then,
word had reached Edwin and Morcar that the king was using his power
to great effect and they chose to surrender to him. William showed
them mercy. He allowed them to live and to keep their titles, but their
actual power shrank still further.

The king pressed on northwards to York, the capital of the north of
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A Areas of resistance, June 1068 to September 1068

| Reflect

Why do you think William built all
these castles further south when the
problem he faced was in the far north?

England. By the time he arrived, around July 1068, the rebels had
fled. Another castle went up. William stayed to ensure all was well

4 ‘Clifford’s Tower’ in York standing on the
motte (mound) where William built his
castle in 1068, It commands two river
crossings. The stone tower was built in
the thirteenth century

before he marched south again, building three more castles at
i Lincoln, Huntingdon and Cambridge as he went.

The defeat of Harold’s sons

Z , William must have felt the country was being

. 4 stabilised, especially as he received some more positive
news. In June or July, when William was in the north,

{1 Harold'’s sons had sailed with a considerable armed

~  force from Ireland. They had urged the people of

Bristol to let them set up a base there, but the people

i : took up arms and fought them off. If the English were

prepared to drive away the sons of their former king

in order to keep William in control, he must have

been very encouraged indeed.




William rides north (2) — spring 1069

After the rising of 1068, William made Robert of Comines the new Earl
of northern Northumbria. Three different English lords had held the
position in the previous two years and none had kept the peace. William
was turning to a foreign professional soldier to do the job. Robert

At the end of January 1069, Robert led a heavy-handed attack on
rebels at Durham. He and his army forced their way into the town and
began looting and killing. The people of Durham fought back, cutting
down the soldiers in the streets and setting fire to the house where
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Robert and the rest of his men had taken refuge. They all died.
The killing at Dutham sparked another general rising in the north.
Edgar Atheling and the rebel leaders reappeared from Scotland. Once

London e again they attacked York. William's men there sent word to the King and
» Winchester he set off at speed to deal with his second crisis in the region.
‘William did not stop to build castles this time. His massive army
caught the rebels by surprise and, in a bloody battle, they regained
l T the city. Once again the leaders escaped and Edgar reached safety in
3 N Scotland. The king built a second castle and left the city in the hands

of his most trusted friend and highly experienced soldier, William

& Areas of resistance, January 1069

FitzQshern. He must have thought it would now be secure at last.

to September 1069

Invasion in Devon — June 1069

By mid-April, the king was back at Winchester with Matilda,
but during the summer the trouble continued in the north and
he sent her back to Normandy. There was real danger when
Harold's sons sailed again from Ireland, this time with a fleet
of over sixty ships and a large army. Brian of Brittany, who was
William's commander in the south-west, marched an army

to north Devon and fought the invaders, probably near the
coastal village of Appledore. About 1,700 men died in the battle.
Harold's sons were once again driven off.

Invasion in Yorkshire — September 1069

In early September 1069, a fleet of over 250 ships gathered off
the coast of Yorkshire, having first raided the south-east coast.
The Danes had returned.

Gytha, the mother of King Harold, went to Denmark after
the failure of her grandsons’ invasion of north Devon. She
may have persuaded the Danish king, Svein II, that he could
win the English crown by sending a large army to join the
rebels in the north of England.

For whatever reason, Svein sent his brother, Asbjgrn, across
the sea with an enormous army. He landed in ithe Iumber
estuary and met the rebel force, once again led by Edgar
Atheling. They headed directly for York.

On hearing the news,
Ealdred, Archbishop of York,
died of shock. He had been one
of the few Fnglish leaders who
encouraged the English to keep
the peace. There was little
peace in England for the next
four months.

Reflect

The artist shows Ealdred
as a saintly man, dying at
a moment of high drama.
How has he done this?
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A Archbishop Ealdred dies on hearing that the
Danes were about to attack York. Frem The
Story of the British Nation, 1920

‘Brutal slaughter’ - Is this how William gained full control of England, 1067-717

William rides north (3) - winter 1069

The joint force of English rebels and Danish invaders
reached York on 20 September. They arrived to find it
in flames. The citizens had feared that their enemies
might use timbers from houses near the castles to
bridge the moat. Their solution was to set fire to them,
but the fire got out of control and destroyed their
already much-battered city. The rebels and the Danes
therefore plundered what they could and withdrew
into the marshes of north Lincolnshire.

For the third time in just over a year, William
gathered an army and marched north to deal with
a crisis. This time he started from Gloucestershire
where he had been hunting. He made his way into
Lincelnshire and did what he could to defeat the rebels
and Danes, but they were carefully avoiding any
pitched battle by spreading around the marshlands.

The flames spread

While he was there, William learned that rebels in the
west, including Edric the Wild, who had never been
captured, had taken the opportunity offered by the
Danish threat to revive full-scale attacks along the
Welsh borders. Edric and his silvatici, or ‘untameable
Englishmen’ as Orderic Vitalis called them, besieged
Shrewsbury, burned it to the ground and ran into
hiding when a Norman army came to meet them. At
about the same time, trouble flared again in the south-
west. Men from Cornwall and Devon attacked Exeter,
while others from Dorset and Somerset besieged
Montacute Castle. Interestingly, the people of Exeter
stayed loyal to William this time and held out against
the rebels there.

William ordered another Norman army to move
into the south-west while he marched his own force
from Lincolnshire to Stafford, where another rebellion
had broken out. He put down the revolt but it was a
bloody business.

William’s three-part plan

The King had to find a way to stop these constant
risings in the north, as they opened the way for more
rebellions elsewhere.

On hearing that the Danes had re-assembled in
York, he turned his army around and headed back
north. He was delayed on the way as an important-
bridge had been destroyed. By the time he reached
York in early December, the Danes and rebels had
once again drifted away into hiding. William feared
that they wanted to live off the land and the local
farms over the winter and await the arrival of more
men from Denmark in the spring.

The King knew that he would have to do something
that would have a lasting effect in the north: he
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A Areas of resistance, September 1069 to March 1070

could not keep marching armies up to York to subdue
rebellions in the region.

His first action was to order that the two castles be
rebuilt but he needed more than this. He came up with
a three-part plan. He would:

I. Pay the Danes huge sums of money to
leave. This had worked before in England and
elsewhere

. Send for his coronation crown. William knew
that wearing the crown on Christmas Day in the
city’s battered Minster (church) would remind his
subjects that e was God's chosen king

. Destroy the land. Ile had reached a point where
he was ready to inflict massive destruction on
vast areas of the north so that no enemy army
could live there. But nor could its people

)
o

Uad

The Danes accepted their bribe and returned to
their ships. The Christmas ceremony went ahead. Then
william rode to Chester to crush the latest rising there,
although his army almost mutinied when faced with
marching again across rough paths in icy weather.
Other troops were spread widely and told to find and
kill any remaining rebels, and to carry out what has
become known as the ‘Harrying of the North'.

Reflect

Which part of William's plan makes most sense to you?
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Reflect . Record
You may have noticed that we have taken the title of this | Check that you have a clear
enquiry from the words of Orderic Vitalis on page 54. and helpful set of notes in
= ' ) , your timeline up to March
{. Find where he uses the phrase ‘brutal slaughter’. 1070, after the Harrying of the
¥ |_1‘ e 2. What aspect of William's behaviour does Orderic Vitalis North. Remember to mark each
b L VR pick out for his most severe criticism? event on your grid to indicate
d why do th historians differ in the what it reveals about William’s
3. How and why oft he t‘v:: |s'tor|a;15h i I\tlermht,:’ eir treatment of the English, (See
- . : e interpretations of the ‘Harrying of the North™ page 45.)
" oy B T 'm 4. These pages are another way of interpreting the ‘Harrying
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‘Brutal slaughter’ —Is this how William gained full control of England, 1067-71?

B

. Rebellion in Hereward and resistance at Ely

the st 1070--T} Record Dealing with uprisings was expensive, both in cash anq in sold.iers’ dh. cemes o

it i e Dot L Start the next section of your timeline and lives. That is why William ordered monasteries to provide soldiers. 11 resstance
At Christmas 1069, William had been in York mark your grid as described on page 45. That same spring, the King found another way to raise funds. He il
and was just embarking on the ‘Harrying of discovered that many wealthy Englishmen were hiding their personal /( evvrees Danics
the North'. By the end of March 1070, he had treasure in monasteries, as these were safer than their own houses. _ ;eng'anﬂ'gjsh
subdued Chester and was back in London. The william ordered a search of all monasteries and took away all such |
work of ‘harrying’ was probably ending by hidden wealthi and many of the monasteries’ treasures as well. It upset Ol___m_,o L4
then, although its effects were felt for many many Church leaders, but it meant that he had the funds he needed to :
years after. When William made his famous pay off his mercenaries and send them home. He was confident that %"';\K

Domesday survey of landholding in 1085, the
records showed large areas in the north were

the country was peaceful again.
Just a few weeks later, a final uprising burst into life. This time the

still depopulated. trouble was in East Anglia and it centred on the abbey at Ely. Peterboroughy =2
At Baster 1070, William had his second 2

coronation at Westminster Abbey. The Pope Fens and Danes 3

had sent two cardinals (leading churchmen) to In the eleventh century, Ely was an island that stood just a few metres Londons

England. They crowned the king and publicly
showed the Pope's blessing for the conquest of
England. But there was a price to pay for the
victory and for the bloodshed that had followed.

The Church and warfare

The Roman Catholic Church taught that souls
go to heaven more speedily and with less pain
if people do penance (voluntary suffering) for
their sins before they die. The Church taught
that killing in war was sinful. The penance for
soldiers varied according to how many people
they had killed. In William's case, having killed
an unknown number, he would have to do
penance for a day a week until he died. There
was an alternative though: he could pay for a

new church to be built. Sometime around 1070, William
ordered the building of Battle Abbey on the site of the
Battle of Hastings. It was only completed in 1094 after
William’s death. Other knights did something similar
by paying sums of money to existing monasteries or
building fine stone churches on their new lands.

Church resistance and Church reform

& A reconstruction by artist Peter Urmston, showing how the interior of
Battle Abbey may have looked when it opened in 1094, Drawn ¢.2010

Z. Other senior Church leaders were replaced by
Norman priests and monks. Most of those who lost
their posts had shown support or sympathy for the
rebels. The King imprisoned some for life. Just as
William had lost patience with English thegns and
earls and had passed their lands to Normans, so he
had decided that churchmen must also be brought
into line.

%. William ordered all monasteries to provide men (or

above the East Anglian marshland that was called the Fens. A small
town had built up on the island around an abbey. In June 1070, the
island was suddenly overrun by an army of Danes. These were the
same men who had promised William at Christmas that they would
return to their homeland. They had not. Their leader was still Asbjgrn,

the brother of the Danish king. In May, King Svein himself had arrived

with reinforcements, and they now struck deep into the Fens, taking
the town and abbey of Ely with no resistance. The English in the area
cheered them on. They hoped and believed that the Danes had come
to remove King William.

Hereward

& Areas of resistance, 1070-71

On 2 June 1070, just after the Danes took Ely, an English
thegn called Hereward carried out a raid on a different
abbey. This one was at Peterborough, about 30 miles away.
Hereward led a large group of armed warriors into the town
and burned most of its houses before hreaking into the abbey
and stealing all its gold, silver and jewellery. He planned
this raid when he heard that Peterborough was to get a new
Norman abbot. He thought the English should have the
valuables rather than William’s French priests.

Having taken the treasures, Hereward presented them to
the Danes to thank them for fighting the Normans. He was
an outlaw who had a large following. He had already led
many successful attacks against the Normans in East Anglia

William worked with the Pope's cardinals to make
important changes to the Church from 1070. They
were certainly designed to improve the quality of
the Church in England but the King was using the
cardinals to help him tighten his political control and
end resistance. Some of the main changes around
Easter 1070 were:

money instead) to serve the king as knights. This
was common practice in Normandy and elsewhere
in Europe, but it had never been done in the English
Church. After so much stubborn resistance from his
English subjects, William was moving away from
his earlier promise to respect English traditions.

and Lincolnshire. He joined forces with the Danes and they
created a strong, well-protected base on the island of Ely
from where they could defy the power of the Normans in
and around the Fens.

I. Stigand was finally replaced as Archbishop of
Canterbury. He had never been directly involved
in enconraging rebellion, but he was a corrupt and
unhelpful reminder of the days before the conquest.
The new archbishop was Lanfranc, an Italian
priest who had served for many years in Norman

Where Hergward the Wake made- s [ v
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Reflect

Reflect

The poster makes Hereward seem brave
and defiant. How does it do this?

Do you think these reforms of the Church would
have done more to help or to hinder William as he
tried to end resistance in England?

+ A British Railways
poster, ¢.1955. It uses
an image of Hereward
10 encourage tourists

monasteries. to visit Ely by train
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The Danes depart

On hearing that the Danes had taken Ely, William acted quickly. He arranged
to meet King Svein and they agreed that he and his Danish armies would sail
home. The ‘Harrying of the North’ meant that the men who had spent the
winter in the mouth of the River Humber had struggled to feed themselves.
Svein knew they would not be able to fight well. His own reinforcements
alone could not take England from William. Just a few weeks after joining
forces with Hereward, the Danes sailed back to Denmark, taking the
treasures from Ely and Peterborough with them. Hereward was left to fend
for himself against the Normans.

Support for Hereward

William seemed happy to let his local knights and the new Abbot of
Peterborough deal with Hereward once the Danes had left. He sailed back to
Normandy to deal with some matters there. By the time the King returned in
1071, Hereward’s position had strengthened. There were several reasons for
this:

I. The Abbot of Ely gave his support to Hereward using the island as a base.

f 2. An English bishop joined Hereward's force and brought with him rebels
who had escaped from the north.

3. Edwin and Morcar left William’s court. After failing to start a new rising
on their own, they decided to join Hereward. Some sources say that only
Morcar reached Ely and Edwin died on the way.

4. Warriors from across England made their way to Ely when it became
known that another rising was under way. Hereward's army grew.

At some point in 1071, probably in the spring, William decided that the
rising in Ely was too serious to be left to the local lords to sort out. Yet again
he gathered an army and marched to East Anglia.

The siege of Ely

The King could not rely on brute force to end this rising. He sent
ships to block supplies and prevent them reaching Ely from the
sea, and boats to cut off access to and from the east of the Fens.
To the west, William’s soldiers started to build a causeway
through the marshland. Over the deeper sections, it had
timber bridges that more or less floated on the water.
Hereward and his men managed to defend
their base for some time. The sources for
Hereward's life are filled with improbable,
heroic stories. In one of these, William
recruited a local witch and built a
high wooden tower from which she
could curse the rebels across the
marshes. Her curses involved
baring her bottom and farting
at them. Hereward's heroic
response was to work his way
across the marsh and, with a
burning torch, he set fire to the
reeds and the platform so that
the witch was burned.
{ Part of the story, at least, is
suggested on the tourist poster
on page 57.

Reflect

Why do you think William

eventually chose to get

personally involved in defeating

the uprising at Ely?

< An illustration from
a tourist information
board on the Aldreth
causeway. This is
believed to be the same
causeway that William
built in 1071, It is now
used for leisure walks

‘Brutal slaughter’ —Is this how William gained full control of Englan

William’s victory
In the end, William's army reached the island. They either marched across
the newly built causeway or, according to some sources, monks from the

abbev, hoping to win the King’s favour, betrayed the rebels and led them over

another secret pathway. The English surrendered. Morcar and other leaders
were imprisoned. Other rebels had their hands cut off or eyes gouged out.

Hereward escaped. He continued his resistance but never posed the
same threat to the King. The rising at Ely in 1070-71 proved to be the last
widespread and serious uprising that William had to face.

We have no clear idea what happened to Hereward. Just like Edric the
wild he became a hero of English legends. In Victorian times he became
known as ‘The last of the English’.

Review

This enquiry is an interpretation of history and we chose to call it ‘Brutal
slaughter’. Use your timeline of events between 1066 and 1071 and your
erid to decide whether you think it should be given a different title.

Write an essay that answers this question:

It is fair to say that King William I ended resistance in England by a policy
of ‘bloody slaughter’.

If you want to disagree with the statement, end your essay with an
alternative title for the enquiry.

Record

Check that you have a
and helpful set of note:
your timeline up to the
the resistance at Ely in
Remember to mark ea
event on your grid to i
what it reveals about V
treatment of the Englis
page 45.)

V¥ A recent photograph of Ely a
Fens. The cathedral was buil
Normans on the site where t
smaller abbey once stood
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Hereward the Wake —
the English

This picture illustrates a scene from the novel Hereward the Wake - The last of
the English, by Charles Kingsley .

On returning to England after years away, the hero, an egﬂed English
thegn called Hereward, goes to his family's home at Bqurne in Lincolnshire
In the years since he was lasi there, the Normans had invaded and shortly
before his return some French knights had taken the family lands, murdered
Hereward’s brother and had nailed his head above the door of his house
Hereward sees his brother’s head and, in his fury, finds the Normans who are
all together eating and drinking He bursts in on them and mercilessly hapks
them down in their drunken and unarmed state. He cuts them up and nails
the fifteen Norman heads over the doorway for all to see. From that moment,
Hereward becomes the freedom-fighter who leads the English resistance 1n
the Fens against William the Congueror
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4 "Hereward the Wake', an
engraving by H C. Selous, 1870
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Hereward th

The author and the artist

This all sounds lke a scene from a violent X-rated action film in our own
day. In fact, the novel was written in 1865 by Charles Kingsley, who was
both a priest and a professor of history at the University of Cambridge. The
engraving was made in 1870. In the five years after the novel was published,
it became a bestseller and a notable artist, H C. Selous, produced a whole
series of engravings showing key scenes from the book.

The mood of the time

The novel and the images caught the mood of the time Ninetcenth-century
public opinion in England was largely anti-French. This stemmed from the
start of the century when Britain was at war with France. The British saw the
French emperor, Napoleon, as a dictator who forced his will on the nations he
conquered all across Europe. At one point Napoleon seemed sure to invade
Britain and he was confident of success. He brought the Bayeux Tapestry out
for a public viewing to remind the French that they had successfully invaded
Britain in 1066 and could do it again in his own day. That invasion never
came, but the British were slow to forgive and forget his behaviour

In the late nineteenth century, the British felt much closer to Germany.
Queen Victoria had married a German prince, Albert of Saxe-Coburg Gotha
Historians such as Kingsley reminded the British that the Anglo-Saxons first
came to England from Germany and argued that they brought with them the
early forms of democracy that had helped to give Britain the freedom that
they were so proud of. The Oxford historian E.A. Freeman wrote a fifteen
volume History of the Norman Conguest that argued that the Normans tock
away many of those ancient freedoms and that it had taken ‘the English’
centuries to win them back. That history book appeared in 1867, just after
Kingsley’s novel was published.

Other historians disagreed, but it was Kingsley's and Freeman'’s
interpretation that won public acceptance The influence of their ideas is still
strong.

A Charles Kingsley. A nineteenth
century engraving

Kingsley’s views

Kingsley particularly admired the strength and courage of the Vikings who
had settled in the northern and eastern counties of England, the area known
as Danelaw. He believed they gave extra qualities to English life when
blended with Anglo-Saxon culture. His hero, Hereward, was descended from
them. This extract from the opening pages of Kingsley's novel reminds
readers of what happened to England between 1066 and 1072. It shows his
point of view very clearly:

When the men of Wessex, the once conquering, and ... most dvilized, race of Britain, fell at
Hastings once and for all, and struck no second biow, then the men of the Danefaw disdained to
yleld to the Norman invader,

For seven long years they held their own, not knowing, ike true Englishmen, when they were
beaten, and fought on desperate, till there were none left to fight. Their bones lay white on
every island in the fens; their corpses rotted on gallows beneath every Norman keep; their fow
survivors crawled info menasteries, with eyes picked out, hands and feet cut off- or took to

the wild wood as strong outfaws, like their successor Robin Hood, but they never reafly bent
their necks to the Norman yoke: they kept alive in their hearts that proud spirtt of personal
independence, which they brought with them from the moors of Denmark and the dales of
Norway, and they kept alive, too, those free institutions which were without a doubt the germs
Iseeds] of our British Liberty.

€ Wake - the last of the English




Military fortresses or
status symbols’

What can research reveal about
early Norman castles?

The image below was produced in the 1970s by Ron Emble.ton, a childre-n's

book illustrator. He imagined a scene in an Anglo-Saxon village at the time of
orman Congquest.

theli the foregro?md of the picture, a peasant family is hard at work. One

woman is feeding hens. Another is carrying water to the house, helped by

a young boy. A man is busy splitting a large treg trunk. He looks up as a

neighbour waves to him, but he does not stop his work.

In the background, Ron Embleton included a Norman castle. As you can
see, the castle is made entirely of timber. A wooden tower, surrounded by a
palisade, sits on top of a huge mound of earth known as a motte. At tl}e 1'9ase
of the motte is the bailey, a larger area containing various wooden bu1.1d1ngs.
The hailey is surrounded by a palisade and a wide ditch'. A wooden bridge
spans the ditch, and steep wooden steps connect the bailey to the motte.

In the two decades after 1066, the Normans built hundreds of t.hese.motte
and bailey castles, mostly using Anglo-Saxon labour. Tt is hard to imagine
what the Anglo-Saxons must have felt as they looked up a‘F these strange new
buildings which so clearly demonstrated the power of their new masters. Ron
Embleton’s sympathy seems to have been with the Saxon man forced to work
the timber for the new castle. He included a dark sky behind the Norman
castle to suggest that this was a building which brought trouble and menace
to the lives of the Saxons.

'There is probably a Norman castle close to where you live. If it was an
important castle it might have been re-built in stone and it will now be much
bigger than it was in early Norman times. Maybe it has become a tourist
attraction. More likely though, your nearest Norman castle will have been
abandoned at some point in the Middle Ages. It will probably have left little
trace because the timber structures have rotted away. Bumps in the ground
known as ‘earthworks’ may be the only clues as to what the castle looked like.

This is why illustrators like Ron Embleton have to use a mixture of evidence
and imagination in their work.

The Enquiry

The story of early Norman castles is usually told in a simple and straightforward
way.

@ Children’s history books and websites In this enquiry, you will decide what
often begin the story of English
castles in 1066.

® Pictures like the one pﬁlnted b).f Ron I. What was new about Norman
Embleton can give the impression q
that all early Norman castles looked castes e England? .
alike 2. Where did the Normans build

i castles and what did their
casties look like?

3. What exactly were Norman
castles for?

following three questions:

® Popular history books frequently
only portray castles as military
fortresses which were used in the
brutal conquest of England after
1066. At the end of the enquiry you will
use your knowledge to design some
web pages which improve the simple
story of Norman castles found on an
educational website.

Historians and archaeologists try to
tncover a more complex and interesting
story of early Norman castles.

their research can reveal to answer the

< A Saxon village with a
maotte and bailey castle
in the background, by
the children's illustrater

Ron Embleton, 1970

What can research reveal about early Norman castles?

T e




In the two centuries before the Norman Gonguest,
the Anglo-Saxons had built many fortified sites in
England. As you discovered in Enquiry 1, Anglo-
Saxon kings had built defended towns known

of the Saxon kings are often mentioned in
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The first mottes in England and Wales

In 1051, a monk from Peterborough Abbey complained in

the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle that some Norman friends of King
Edward the Confessor had arrived in England and were
causing trouble in Herefordshire near the border with Wales.
The monk was surprised by the new buildings that the
Normans had built. These were huge mounds of earth topped

were the earliest castles in England. They were built to

What can research reveal about early Norman castles?
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as burhs across Fngland. These walled towns with wooden towers and surrounded by a wooden palisade. ! . L
were centres of royal administration, and their There was no English word to describe the new buildings, so ! .
defences provided the Saxons with protection the monk used a foreign word - castle. 4‘ 3
in case of Viking attack. The royal burhs The three mottes built in Herefordshire during the 1050s K ) /
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history books, but less well-known are the
smaller defended sites built by thegns. These

help Edward the Confessor in his power struggle with Earl
Godwin. No one could have guessed at the time that in the
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two decades after 1066 England would be filled with hundreds *t‘,’f T \‘;' ENGLAND .,--3”

are known as burh-geats.
of these Norman castles. =>4

The burh-geats of Saxon thegns

Archaeological digs can reveal some interesting
features of Anglo-Saxon burh-geats. At Goltho,
in Lincolnshire, archaeologists uncovered an egg-
shaped enclosure about the size of a football pitch.
This contained the thegr’s hall where he feasted with
his followers, a separate kitchen and buildings where the
thegn and his family slept.
Surrounding the enclosure was a two-metre-deep ditch and a
two-metre-high earth bank. Archaeologists think that there was a
wooden palisade on top of the earth bank which may have added

Castles in France

In France, the word ‘castle’ was used almost two hundred
years earlier than it was in England. By the eleventh century,
the Normans had adopted many French ideas about warfare
and defence. In particular, they had begun to fight on
horseback and to build castles in their province of Normandy.
In the Bayeux Tapestry we find some clues about what
these castles from the early eleventh century might have
looked like. However, the evidence is difficult to interpret.
This picture of the castle at Dinan shows knights defending
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« A map showing the earliest castles in England

Reflect

What can the picture tell us
about the following features:

4 A reconstruction of the late Anglo-Saxon

another two metres to the height of the defences. A cross-section biisgeatet Goliho, hear Lngoin the castle against attackers. Some of the attackers are on @ the motte
of the defences is shown on this reconstruction drawing which is horseback, while others are trying to set fire to the castle with @ the palisade
carefully based on the archaeological evidence. burning torches. # the tower
' Reflect H ¢ the bridge
@ the entrance
. Which building do you think was the ® the bailey?

thegn’s hall? ¥ The castle at Dinan, from the Bayeux Tapestry

2. How was the site defended?

It is possible that many Anglo-Saxon
thegns lived in fortified enclosures
surrounded by massive banks and ditches.
Other archaeological digs have shown that
these often contained an impressive
multi-storeyed gatehouse at the entrance.
Some archaeologists think that the
defended homes of Saxon thegns may have
been more about showing off than
defence. They argue that burh-geats were
impressive features in the landscape
which were intended to show the status of
== their owners. Certainly, nobody in Anglo-
Saxon England ever named these defended
sites ‘castles’. The word ‘castle’ was first
used to describe a completely new |
fortification which was brought to England
by the Normans in the 1050s - a 'motte’, ‘
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& A cross-section of the defences at Goltho in the early eleventh century

Reflect

Think about the size of these defences in relation to your
classroom. How much protection did they provide?




Invasion and

castle-building

When William Duke of
Normandy invaded England in
September 1066 he made the
wise decision to land at
Pevensey. In the third century
an the Romans had built a huge
fort here. By 1066, the fort at
Pevensey was in ruins, but the
massive walls and towers still
provided useful defences for the
Norman army. The Normans
quickly set about strengthening
the Roman defences. In one
corner of the fort they erected an
earth bank and palisade to
create a smaller, but stronger,
fortress. This picture by the
reconstruction artist Alan Sorrell
imagines what the Norman
castle at Pevensey may have
looked like soon after the
Normans landed.

| Reflect

Alan Sorrell’s illustration
helps us to picture the site

l| at Pevensey in the autumn of
1066. ¥hat interesting details
did he include?

There seems to be a
timber palisade on
top of the motte, but
was there also a tower
inside the palisade?

The five men building
the motte seem to be
using picks and shovels.
How many men were
really needed to build

a motte, and how long
would it have taken
them? Were these men
Normans or Saxons?

» A painting of the Norman castle at Pevensey in 1066, by the reconstruction artist Alan Sorrell

Hastings Castle

The Normans soon built another castle further along
the coast at Hastings. They used the same approach
that they had adopted at Pevensey, creating a strongly
defended site in the corner of an Iron Age fort. This
time, however, the Normans seem to have built a
motte. The picture below, from the Bayeux Tapestry,
gives us some clues about what the castle at Hastings
looked like and how it was built. However, the picture
leaves many questions unanswered.

The motte has been
embroidered with stripes
in different colours.

Is this meant to show
that mottes were made
of alternate layers of
soil and stone, or was
this done just to make
the tapestry look more
attractive?

How big was the motte?
Itis difficult to tell
because nothing was in
proportion in the Bayeux
Tapestry.

Castle-building after
the Battle of Hastings

Following his success at the Battle of Hastings, William
knew that it was vital to capture London. During the
autumn of 1066, the Norman army marched through south-
east England, devastating the territory around the capital.
First, they headed east to Dover where they defeated a
remaining Saxon garrison and built a third castle. William’s
army then marched through Kent and the Thames Valley.
It is often difficult to be certain exactly when a castle was
built, but historians think that the surviving mottes at
Canterbury, Wallingford and Berkhamsted date from this
time. When William finally entered London, he immediately
began building a castle in the south-east corner of the city.
(You can find out more about this castle in closer look 4 on
pages 78 and 79.)

During the autumn of 1066, castles clearly played a vital
role in the Norman invasion and conquest of England. The
Normans started to build fortifications as soon as they
arrived and used them to secure the south-east of the
country. Some of these early castles were motte and
baileys, but not all. Excavations at Pevensey, Dover and
London have shown that these sites did not contain a
motte. They were simply enclosures known as ‘ringworks’,
built into the corner of existing fortifications. The
Normans built whatever was easiest and most effective in
order to conquer England.

A recent photograph of the motte and bailey castle at
Berkhamsted. The stone defences were added |ater

What can research reveal about early Norman castles?
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4 A map of south-east England showing the castles

which the Normans built in the autumn of 1066

Record

“The Normans introduced motte
and bailey castles into England after
1066

i. List some points to show that this
statement is correct,

2. List some points to show that the story
of castles is more complicated than the
statement suggests.

3. List some points to explain why it is
difficult to be certain about Anglo-Saxon
defences and the first Norman castles in
England.
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In March 1067, William returned to Normandy. The
King left his half'brother, Odo of Bayeux, and trusted
friend, william FitzOsbern, in charge of his new
kingdom. These men, based at Dover and Winchester,
soon began to build more castles across the south of
England. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle recorded:

Bishop Odo and Earl William were left behind here and they built
castles far and wide throughout the land, oppressing the unhappy
peopfe, and things went from bad to warse.

The new Norman castles caused much suffering.
The English were often forced to build castles by
their new Norman lords. In towns, sometimes
hundreds of houses were demolished to create space
for a new castle. In some places, Norman soldiers
may have ridden out from a castle, committing acts
of plunder, rape and violence against local people.

It is likely that castles soon became a detested
symbol of Norman rule. As early as 1067, chroniclers
recorded risings against the Norman castle-builders
in several parts of England.

Castle building in the years of crisis,

1068-71

Towards the end of 1067, William received the

news that a major rising was being planned in the
south-west. He quickly returned to England. As you
discovered in Enguiry 3, the next four years were a
time of crisis for the Normans, with major rebellions
in many parts of England.

The royal castles

William crushed the English revolts and established
royal castles in many towns. Between 1068 and 1071,
he built new royal fortresses at Exeter, Warwick,
Nottingham and York.

Before the Norman Congquest, York was the most
important city in the north of England. In 1068,
William T built a motte and bailey castle there between
the rivers Quse and Foss. The huge motte was over 60
metres wide at its base. Following the 1069 rising in
the north of England, William strengthened the castle
and built another motte on the opposite bank of the
River Ouse.

The King protected the road to the north by
building royal castles at Lincoln, Cambridge and
Huntingdon. These royal castles were the key to
William's military conquest of England after 1067.
Towering over the surrounding landscape, they also
reminded the local population of the King’s power and
of his right to rule.

¥ A painting of the motte and bailey castle at
York, by the reconstruction artist Terry Ball

Reflect

1. What details of the King’s motte and bailey castle at York
has Terry Ball included in his illustration?

2. How does Terry Ball’s style as an illustrator compare with
the style of Alan Sorrell (see the picture on page 66}

Other castle-builders

William was not the only person to build castles in
England. In the early years of the conquest, the king
relied on a small number of trusted noblemen to
establish Norman control in different parts of England:

William divided Sussex into six new lordships and
granted these to different barons who each built a
castle. These castles were vital in protecting the
routes from Normandy to London.

The king granted vast territories to his half-hrother,
Robert of Mortain. In the west of England, Robert
built several fortresses including a timber castle
built on top of a steep hill at Montacute. Here
Robert lived at the centre of his estates.

William made his relative and trusted follower,
William FitzOsbern, Earl of Hereford and granted
him lands on England's dangerous border with
Wales. Before 1071, FitzOsbern had built castles at
Chepstow, Berkeley, Clifford and Wigrnore.

The locations of these early castles built by
William’s barons were often carefully chosen to
control rivers and roads. They were also often built
on top of important Saxon sites as the Normans were
determined to demonstrate their power and control.

What the castles looked like

The castles which the Normans built in the early

years of the conquest were very different from the
Saxon defences which existed in England before 1066.
Norman castles were smaller, ofien taller and were
occupied by a limited number of fighting men. It is
difficult to be certain about the exact layout and design
at each site, but it is clear that early Norman castles
were not all alike:

Most castles were probably timber motte and bailey
structures like the one at York. However, the exact

What can research reveal about early Norman castles?
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« A map of the main Norman castles in England in 1071

layout and construction of motte and bailey castles
varied from place to place.

Up to a quarter of the early castles may have been
ringworks - simple enclosures of earth and timber,
often built into the corner of an existing fortress
like the ones at Pevensey and London.

A small mumber of the early castles, like the King’s
castle in London and William FitzOsbern’s castle at
Chepstow, were built in stone.

! A recent photograph
aof Chepstow Castle.
William FitzOsbern
built the castle on top
of the cliffs overlooking
the River Wye.
Chepstow guarded
one of the main river
crossings between
England and Wales and
was used as a base for
conquering the Welsh
kingdom of Gwent.
Most of the ruins date
from the thirteenth
century, but parts of
the early Norman stone

castle remain




Castle

building 1071-87

By 1071, five years after the Battle of Hastings,
English resistance to the Norman Conquest had
ended. The Normans had built around 35 castles
across England and these had played an important
role in enforcing Norman rule. In the years between
1071 and the death of William I in 1087, the Norman
Conguest entered a new phase. Now the emphasis
was on settling the land as well as keeping the
country under control.

A huge increase in castle-building

It is impossible to say exactly how many Norman
castles were built in the period 1071 to 1087, but the
number was huge. Domesday Book — King William's

e e
great survey of England in 1086 - is a bit of let down |
when we try to work out how many castles the

Normans built. It mentions only fifty castles, but we

know from other written documents and from the

evidence on the ground that there were many more

castles than this. Historians have estimated that there

were around 1,000 Norman castles in England and

Wales by 1150. They think that around 500 of these

may have been built during the reign of William the
Conqueror. Whatever the exact number, there was a

huge increase in castle-building after 1071:

1066-71 - around 35 castles
1071-87 - around 500 castles

» A map showing the distribution of s i
different types of Norman castles in </_\
England and Wales by 1150 \
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The castle builders

A number of castles built between 1071 and 1087
continued to be built on William’s orders. For example,
historians think that around the year 1080, the King
ordered the building of motte and bailey castles on

the sites of the Roman forts at Cardiff and Newcastle.
However, most of the Norman castles built between
1071 and 1087 belonged not to the King, but to his
barons and knights. After the defeat of the English
rebellions, William distributed huge blocks of land to
his barons, charging them with the task of maintaining
control of their territories. The barons then granted
land to their knights in return for military service.
During the last sixteen years of William the
Conqueror's reign, it was these Norman lords who ﬁuﬂt
castles far and wide across the country.

The Norman castles built between 1071 and 1085’_
had more to do with settlement than with conguest.
They were nearly all built in the countryside rather
than in the towns. Some historians think that these

Hall Palisade
Quite small. Unlikely thiat the 4 metres high
Maorman lord lived at Goltho. A

stewartd probabity ved here and

|paked attar the manor for the lord

Ramparts

18 metres thick at the base

and 4 metres high

Bailey

Quite small. The Saxon enclosure
may have been used as an outer
bailey for horses and storage

Gatehouse
The only entrance to the bailey

Bridge
18 metres lari

What can research reveal about early Norman castles?

castles did not really have an important military
function. They argue that Norman lords used their
castles to manage their lands and as symbols of
power rather than as serious military fortresses.
Other historians disagree and emphasise the military
function of these minor castles.

VWWhat the castles looked like

Often, all that survives of the rural castles are
overgrown earthworks. Sometimes, however, detailed
research at one site can reveal what a minor castle
looked like. In the 1970s, archaeologists investigated
the timber motte and bailey castle at Goltho. Around
the year 1080, a local Norman lord built his castle here
on top of the fortified Saxon site (see page 64). The
archaeological reconstruction below reveals what the
eatly Norman castle at Goltho probably looked like.

¥ An archaeological reconstruction of the Norman
castle at Goltho in Lincolnshire

Moat
12 metres wide and 4 metres
deep. Contained water

Tower

Guarded the entrance to the bailey
and dominated the village. At least
9 metres high. Sloping sides made it
stronger

Motte

23 metres wide and 5 metres high.
Sides covered with alternate layers of
stone and turf

Record

‘In the years after
1066, William the
Conqueror built a large
number of motte and
bailey castles to gain
control of England.’

i. List some points
to show that this
statement is correct.
2. list some points to
show that the story
of castles is more

Reflect

complicated than the
statement suggests.
3. List some points to

In your view, was the motte and bailey castle at
Goltho a serious military fortress or did it mainly
reflect the status and power of its owner?

explain why it is difficult
to be certain about
early Norman castles.

71
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Historians have been studying early Norman castles for over
a hundred years, but they still can't agree about what exactly
castles were for. This is not because historians are useless

or are unable to make up their minds. As you know, history
changes because as new historians come along they ask new

questions, make new discoveries and develop new ideas.

Evidence can usually be interpreted in different ways so there
is always room for discussion, debate and disagreement in
history. This is exactly what has happened in the study of early

Norman castles.

Traditional interpretations

The front cover of Ella Armitage’s 1912 book,
The Early Norman Castles of the British Isles

At the beginning of the
twentieth century, many people
believed that the mottes which
existed all over the country
were built in the Roman and
Saxon periods. Ella Armitage
overturned this idea by using
documents and maps to study
hundreds of castles. In her 1912
book, she showed that it was
definitely the Normans who first
built mottes in England. Ella
Armitage, and other historians
working in the first half of the
twentieth century, argued that
castles played an important
military role in the Norman
Conguest. These historians
lived at a time when warfare
dominated the lives of people in
Britain, so it is ntot surprising that
they emphasised the military role
of the castle.

()

Record

The changing interpretations of castles are
often based on new research. As you have
discovered, written documents and pictures
can only reveal a limited amount about early
MNorman castles. Research by archaeologists
can reveal much more,

As you learn about four approaches used by
archaeologists, list some points to explain what
each approach has revealed about the purpose

of early Norman castles.

Revisionist interpretations

TIMBER
ChadibES

The front cover of Robert Higham and Philip
Barker's 1992 bock, Timber Castles

In the 1960s, some people
began to question the military
interpretation of castles. When
archaeologists began to research
early Norman defences they
discovered that many of the
earliest Norman castles were
ringworks. These structures were
algo built by the Anglo-Saxons
and this led some archaeologists
to suggest that Norman castle-
building was not particularly
new. Other revisionist historians
began to examine the features
of remaining stone castles and
discovered that many were
quite weak. They argued that
castles must have been more
about showing off the status of
the owner than about serious
defence. In their 1992 book,
Timber Castles, Richard Higham
and Philip Barker suggested
that the wooden castles built by
the Normans were also often
designed to show the status of
their owners.

Recent interpretations

The front cover of Marc Morris's 2012 book,
Castle

In recent years, some
historians have argued that the
revisionist interpretation has
gone too far In their view, early
Norman castles were far more
than expressions of status and
power. Castles were military
fortresses which played a crucial
role in the brutal Norman
occupation of England after 1066.
They point out that early Norman
castles were heavily-defended
sites containing garrisons of
Norman cavalry which could
have inflicted great damage on
the local English populations,

Tn 2012, the historian Marc
Morris wrote, ‘castles have to be
regarded first and foremost as
military installations, introduced
to subdue an unwilling
population’

Approach I: Examining stone structures

Because so few early Norman castles were built in stone,
any surviving stone structures from the period 1066-87
are worth careful examination. At Exeter, a very rare stone
gatehouse still survives. Most people who walk past it
probably have no idea how special it is!

In 1068, after William defeated the English rebels at
Exeter, he ordered his men to begin buila'ng a castle in
the north-east corner of the city where the ground was
highest. The Normans used part of the existing Roman
walls which had been strengthened by King Athelstan in the
tenth century. As you can see from the plan on the right,
the Normans built a ditch and rampart to create a square
enclosure. They also built a large stone gatehouse into the
south side of the enclosure.

When archaeologists made a careful study of the Excter
castle gatehouse, they were surprised by some of its features:

¢ The gatehouse was built facing into the city.

» 'The blocked entrance was originally a large gateway
with wooden doors.

® Above the entrance was a chamber with two large
triangular-headed windows — an Anglo-Saxon design.

Some historians and archaeologist have argued that we
should not think of the Fxeter gatchouse as a defensive
structure. Tts design was very much like the wooden
gatehouses of the Saxon thegns which were intended to
show the status.of their owners.

& A recent photograph of Exeter castle gatehouse

What can research reveal about early Norman castles?
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Reflect

In what ways does the evidence from Exeter
castle suggest that early Norman castles were
status symbols?

& A reconstruction drawing of the Exeter castle gatehouse
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& The earthworks at Elmley Castle,
Worcestershire, from the air

Approach 2: Surveying earthworks

Reflect

In what ways does the evidence
from earthwork surveys suggest
that early Norman castles were
serious military fortresses?

Most early Norman castles were built not with stone, but with earth and
timber. The timber palisades and towers decayed long ago, but often the
earthwork defences survive. Historic England, the organisation which looks
after these historic sites, estimates that around 700 earthwork castles still
survive in England. Many of these date from the period before 1087.
Archaeologists can study earthworks by using aerial photographs or by
making detailed surveys at the sites. Surveys have revealed two main types
of earthworks, but within each type there was a huge variety of structures.

!, Ringworks were simple enclosures. They were often oval, but varied
in shape. Soil from a ditch was used to make a large inner bank which
would have been topped with a timber palisade. Sometimes the Normans
built a full ring, but often they could build a partial ring by using natural
features or existing fortifications.

. Mottes were often built from soil thrown up from a surrounding ditch.
However, at some sites they were formed from natural hills or from
prehistoric burial mounds. Some mottes were steep and narrow, others
were low and broad. They sometimes stood alone, but were often linked to
one, or sometimes two, baileys.

[ 2

The aerial photograph above shows the earthworks at Elmley Castle in
Worcestershire. This is a complex site where a Norman ringwork was built
on top of an Iron Age fort, The first castle dates from arcund 1080, but the
earthworks survey also revealed the buildings of a later medieval castle.

Approach 3: Looking at landscapes

In the 1980s, researchers began to take a wider look at
castles. Instead of just focusing on the defended site,
archaeologists started to investigate the wider landscapes
surrounding castles. This research strengthened the
revisionist interpretation that many castles had little to
do with military conquest. Three important findings
emerged from the landscape approach:

More than 80 per cent of castles were located in
the countryside. Many of these rural sites were
not well defended and it was hard to find any
military explanation for their location. Most early
Norman castles were situated at the centre of the
lord's estate and were important centres for the
administration of land.

. Castles were often inserted into Saxon landscapes.
They were sometimes built close to burh-geats (see
page 64) which had belonged to Saxon thegns. Often
there was a Saxon settlement or church nearby.

1. Norman lords soon began to change the landscape
around their castle to make it look more impressive,
as was done at Castle Acre in Norfolk.

¥ A recent aerial photograph of Castle Acre, Norfalk

What can research reveal about early Norman castles?

Castle Acre

The aerial photograph below shows the landscape
around Castle Acre. In 1066, there was already a
settlement and church here belonging to an Anglo-
Saxon thegn called Toki. Around 1070, the Norman
lord William de Warenne built a castle here, at the
centre of his Norfolk estates. This was a two-storeyed
house built in the centre of a ringwork. In the early
1080s, William brought a small community of rmonks
to Castle Acre who began to build a priory nearby. In
the early twelfth century, the de Warenne family
created a more impressive castle as a symbol of their
wealth and power. They created a deer park and even
diverted a Roman road to give more impressive views
of their castle.

Reflect

In what ways does the evidence from Castle Acre
support the interpretation that early Norman castles
were status symbols?




What can research reveal about early Norman castles?
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Approach 4: Digging castle sites

Atchaeological digs can reveal a lot about early timber castles, but There is still lots to discover about eatly Norman

excavations are expensive and only a few sites have been investigated in castles, but research by historians and archaeclogists

this way. has revealed a much more complex and interesting
One motte and bailey castle which has been studied in great detail story of castle-building after 1066 than is often

over many years is Hen Domen. The castle was built by one of William presented in books, heritage guides and websites.

the Congqueror’s closest friends — Roger de Montgommeri. Soon after his
victory in 1066, the King made Roger Earl of Shrewsbhury and granted
him vast estates on the English-Welsh border. In 1070, Hen Domen was
one of the castles which Roger built to secure this dangerous territory.
Today, the earthworks at Hen Domen are overgrown with trees and

Reflect bus?les, and hardly anyone visits thfa site. But every summer from 1960 Record

until 1992, Hen Domen was busy with archaeologists digging and s
In what ways does the evidence carefully recording their discoveries. Thanks to the work done at Hen ‘Narman castles were brutal buildings built to suppress the Saxons.'
from Hen Domen support Domen we now know a lot more about the structure and purpose of 1. List some points to show that this statement is correct.
the interpretation that ea'rly early Norman castles. _ ) Z. List some points to show that the story of castles is more complicated than
Norman castles were serious Over the years, archaeologists uncovered many complex layers in the statement suggests.
hilitary fortresses? the development and re-building of Hen Domen. Below is a summary of

3. List some points to explain why it is difficult to be certain about what exactly

what they discovered about the first casile at the site. (ST

¥ The excavation of Hen Domen. If you lock
closely you can see the archaeologists’ tents

At the top of the motte, archaeologists The castle was defended by double ramparts Review

uncovered the foundations of a large tower. and deep ditches, This would have made it

This would have given a distant view of the very difficult to attack. Archaeologists thought . . ‘ , :
surrounding roads and allowed Roger’s men to that a tall timber patisade stood on top of the 'I'hg 1'1ftlf?rmat1<;11; 't:eloxlv ab0}1t Nt:rmanlfasﬂes is from the history learning
control the crossing point on the River Sever. ramparts. WERSLE: WwWidlstorylcarningsite.co.u

Read the text carefully and identify the points which are incorrect and
those which are too simplistic.

The Normans were master castle builders. After 1066, England witnessed a massive castle-
building programme on the orders of William the Congueror First, motte and bailey castles
were built. Once William had firmly established his rule in England, he built huge stone-keep
castles.

Castles were a very good way for the Normans to expand their grip on the English people.
The English population greatly outnumbered the Normans and the Normans had to create an
atmosphere in which they were feared by the English, therefore, minimising the possibility of
an upnsing by the English.

Castles were a sign of Norman power and might. They could be easily seen and so acted as a
deterrent. The castles wamed the English that Norman soldiers lived in these castles and that
any attempts to rise up against them would be met with force.

The castles also gave the Norman soldiers a safe place to live, They were, after ali, invaders.
Witliam had built a temporary castle at Pevensey to house his troops when they landed in
September 1066. This would have been a motte and bailey. These types of castles were
quickly put up all over England after the Battle of Hastings to enforce Norman control.

Now design three new web pages which provide a more accurate, complex
and interesting account of early Norman castles in England, Use the

Archaeologists dug for over 30 years, but they still only managed to Archaeologists were disappointed to discover few “small finds” such following headings for your pages:

investigate half of the bailey. They found a large wooden buiiding as jewellery and coins. The mest exciting find was half a bucket!

which was probably the great hali. The bailey also contained a The lack of luxury items revealed that Hen Domen was an important & Page 1: The first Norman castles in England

granary (a building for storing grain}, a cistern (a stone container for military site, manned by knights and soldiers who lived in tough @ Page 2: The distribution and design of castles in England, 1067-87
water) and several smailer buildings which were probably warkshops. canditions, not a castle built fo reflect Reger's status. o Page 3: Debates about the purpose of early Norman castles
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Reflect

Read the information below
and look carefully at the
photograph. In what ways did
the Tower of London provide
the King with a secure fortress.

The fake upper floor

Over the centuries, nearly all windows on
the Tower have been enlarged, but three
pairs of Norman windows remain on the
upper fleor. The windows gave the illusion
of an upper floor. In fact, there was just a
roof and a narrow walkway where Norman
soldiers patrolled.

The second floor

This contained the King's apartments.
Here, you can still visit the Chapel of

St John, which looks much as it did in
Norman times. The King's fireplaces and
garderobe (latrine} also remain. A spiral
staircase was the only access to the
second floor.

The entrance floor

The entrance was above ground level. A
waoden staircase could be removed if the
castle was under attack. The entrance
floor prebably included the King's throne
room. His officials would have used the
floor when he was eisewhere.

The basement
This was used as a store. It included a well
which ensured a supply of water.

¥ A recent photograph of the White Tower

@ |

T-he Tower of London

'This is one of the most famous buildings in the world - the Tower of London
Historians think that the Normans began to build the Tower between 1075
and 1079, and that it was finished after William's death in 1087 This was the
Conqueror's main fortress, royal palace and centre of govenment.

Building the Tower

Today, the Tower of London still stands on the north
bank of the River Thames. It is one of the most visited
historic sites in England. As you can see from this
aerial photograph, the original Norman Tower has
been extended and strengthened over the centuries.
This makes it hard to imagine what the site was like at
the time of the Norman Conquest. The reconstruction
painting below, by the artist Ivan Lapper, brings the
site to life.

We know that Willlam began to build fortifications
at this site shortly after he took control of London in
the autumn of 1066. He chose the south-east corner of
the Roman walls which still surrounded London at that
time. The River Thames provided additional protection
to the south. The Normans quickly built a ditch and
earth bank with a wooden palisade. Ivan Lapper’'s
painting shows the site when construction of the stone
tower had just begun

What can research reveal about early Norman castles?

& A recent aerial photograph of the Tower of London

¥ A reconstruction painting of the building of William’s first fortress at the Tower of London, by Ivan Lapper

Reflect

What interesting details has lvan
Lapper included in his painting?
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¥ A recent aerial
photograph of Old Sarum
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‘A truck-load of trouble’

What was the impact of the

Norman Conquest on the English
by 10877

Three kilometres to the north of modern Salisbury lies one of the most
important historic sites in England: Old Sarum. In 1070, William the Conqueror
chose this huge Iron Age hill fort as the location for one of his royal castles. In
the centre of Old Sarum, the King built a massive motte. The enormous bailey
around the motte gave another layer of protection. After 1075, in the bailey of
Old Sarum, the Normans began to build Salisbury’s first cathedral.

Old Sarum became one of the great centres of power in Norman England.
William thought it was a perfect place for the large, open-air gathering
which he planned in the summer of 1086. Twenty years after his victory at
Hastings, the King ordered all the powerful men in England to make their
way to Old Sarum for a special ceremony.

In August 1086, archbishops, bishops, abbots, earls, barons and knights
from all over England gathered at the King’s great castle. Historians do
not know exactly how many men met at Old Sarum, but it is likely to have
been in the thousands. Nearly all of them were Norman. Tn the two decades
since the invasion of 1066, the Anglo-Saxon nobles and churchmen had been
stripped of their land, power and titles.

Two extraordinary rituals took place at Old Sarum on 1 August 1086.
First, in an open-air ceremony, each of the Norman nobles knelt in front of
their king and swore an oath of loyalty to him, Then, William was presented
with seven thick, parchment documents. These contained the results of the
greatest national survey ever seen in England. It would become known as
Domesday Book.

What was the impact of the Norman Conquest on the English by 10877

William knew that such a public display of loyalty and power would
reinforce his position as the undisputed ruler of England. But he could not
have known that just over a year later his reign in England would come to an

end. Not long after the ceremony at Old Sarum, the Conqueror crossed the

English Channel for the last time. William was in his late fifties and years of . Reflect

eating too much meat had made him very large. But the King’s age and size did

not stop him from taking part in military campaigns. In the summer of 1087, How does Pete.r Dunn portray
the Normans set fire to the French town of Mantes. During the attack, the drama and importance of
William’s horse bucked and he was thrown violently against the hard pommel the events at Old Sarum on

at the front of his saddle. The King began to bleed internally. He never 1 August 1086?

recovered. On Thursday 9 September 1087, William the Congueror died.

The Enquiry

For the people of Anglo-Saxon England, the events of 1066 to 1087 must have
been a traumatic experience. In his book A History of Britain, the historian Simon
Schama used a striking phrase to describe the impact of the Norman Conquest
on the English: he called it ‘a truck-load of trouble’. In this enquiry you will

find out about the impact of the Norman Conquest on the English by 1087

and explain how it caused them so much trouble. You will begin by exploring
the remarkable document which tells us so much about the transformation of
England in the period 1066—87: Domesday Book.

¥ William the Conqueror receiving his barons
at Old Sarum in August 1086. A painting by
the reconstruction artist Peter Dunn




. Domesday Book

William I spent Christmas 1085 at Gloucester. Tt was a
worrying time. A Danish army had joined forces with
the Count of Flanders and was threatening to invade
England. This was one of the biggest crises of William’s
reign. The King held court for five days and then spent
another three days on Church business. The Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle tells us that he had ‘great thought

and deep conversation’ with his council. He came

up with an unexpected plan - he ordered a survey of
the country he had conquered after 1066, This would
provide a record of every piece of land and property in
his kingdom. Tt would be a complete list of who owned
what in England, down to the last pig.

The making of Domesday

The result of William’s survey was a remarkable
document: Domesday Book. Two things are
immediately surprising about Domesday Book:

I, It is not a single hook. Originally Domesday was
two books: Little Domesday covered the counties of
Essex, Norfolk and Suffolk; Great Domesday covered
the rest of England, apart from the northern
counties which were outside the control of the King.

The photograph below shows Domesday as it exists
today in The National Archives, London. In 1986,
to conserve the documents, Great Domesday was
rebound as two books and Little Domesday as three.
%. Its official name was not Domesday Book.
In the eleventh and twelfth centuries Domesday
was kept in the royal treasury at Winchester.
Government officials called it the Book of
Winchester, the Bock of the Treasury or simply the
King's Book. It was the English people who came
up with a name that reflected its true power. They
called it Domesday - the Day of Judgement. What
was written in Domesday Book was final. There was
no going back.

No other country in the world has such a detailed
single record dating from so far back in time.
Domesday’s pages are crammed with information about
England nearly a thousand years ago. The two million
words in Domesday Book paint an incredible picture of
the upheaval caused by the Norman Conguest.

¥ A photograph of Domesday Book in The Naticnal Archives after its new
binding in 1986
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What was the impact of the Norman Conquest on the English by 1087?

The survey

Collecting the information for Domesday
was a massive task. William organised the
thirty-four English shires into seven circuits
(regions) and appointed four commissioners
to collect the information in each circuit.
William’s comrmissioners focused on all the
individual manors in their circuit. They
asked the same questions ahout each of the
13,400 English manors.

The commissioners began with two
basic questions:

@ What is the name of the manor?
& How many hides are there? (A hide was
a plot of land of around 120 acres.)

They asked about the resources of the
manor:

# How many ploughs?
@ How many mills?
@ How many fisheries?

.. and about the type of land:

® How much woodland?
® How much pasture?
& How much meadow?

They also asked about the people who
lived on the manor:

® How many freemen?
® How many villeins?
@ How many slaves?

Crucially, the commissioners collected
information about each manor for two
different dates: first, the day on which
Edward the Confessor died in 1066; then,
the day in 1086 when the survey took place.

Their last question was about the value
of the manor:

® How much was it worth then?
#& How much is it worth now?

All this information gave William vital
knowledge about how the ownership and
value of his kingdom had changed during
the Conquest.

¥ A map showing the seven Domesday circuits
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Reflect

Which counties are in the circuit where you live?

The inquests

Collecting all this information in just six months was a
challenging task, particularly because there had been rapid and
confusing changes in landownership during the twenty vears of
the Norman Conquest. Some people had written documents to
prove that they owned a piece of land. Others had been granted
land by William verbally and had no written proof. During the
spring of 1086, in every county across England, jurors from each
hundred (group of manors) travelled to special sessions of the
shire court known as inquests. At the inquests, jurors listened to
the evidence from witnesses and made life-changing decisions
about who owned what. Everyone knew that the decision would
be final. For many people, both Saxon and Norman, this must

have been an incredibly stressful time.




What was the impact of the Norman Conquest on the English by 1087?
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The book What was Domesday Book really for?

When the ordeal of the inquest was over, each group of

- L Domesday is a remarkable record, but nobody can be the opening page for each county lists the owners of
gzg:g:zglﬁ;;:;fgg ;ptiegiﬁgiingfa g:siawfﬁ}t;ﬁizzln sure exactly why Willianq commissioned his amazing land, giving a number which allows you to find their
of 1086, the huge task of condensing all this in f;)rmation into survey. Oyer the years, historians have put forward manors inl the pages that follow. But this is useless
a singlé final record began, It has often been said that a single different interpretations about the reasons for the for collecting tax. A tax collector would have needed
scribe wrote Great Domesday, but some historians now think y Domesday survey. . ' the document to be set out geographically, village by
there may have been severallscribes with similar handwriting / For many years, historians believed that taxatmr.l was village.

The document was written by hand using sharpened goose ' the reason for Domesday Book. They thought that William So, it Domesday Book was not intendec_l to be a tax
quills. Around two million words were written on 832 ’ simply wanted to produce a massive tax database so that:  book, what was its real purpose? Many historians now
parchment pages made from the skins of 200 calves and # he' cF)uld squeeze more money out of England. In 1086, believe that Domesday Book was an efficient way for
sheep. William's death in September 1087 may be what ended W11¥1am desperately nee('ie'd more ce.ash to defend England  the Normans to establish their legal right to own
the writing up process, with the counties still to be written-up against the threatened Vlklng invasion. The theory ‘ English lands. It confirmed the Norman lords as
forming Little Domes dc;;y. seemeq tc.) be supported by William’s instruction that his legitimate owners of the lands they had taken from the
As you can see in this extract for the manor of Patcham 4 commissioners should note where 'more could be taken English. More importantly, Domesday Book
in Sussex, Domesday Book was written in Latin. The y than is now being _takep’. . demonstrated that William I was the undisputed ruler
toxt is eaéy A ——— ' More Tecent hlstona_ns are lt?ss convinced that of England. It confirmed the Conqueror as the legal
and because scribes highlighted the name of each Do.mesday Boock was a glant_ tax 1n'vent0ry. They have heir to King Edward and demonstrated that Norman
manor in red. You can read the Domesday pointed out that it is not laid outin a way that would nobles held their lands through the power and
entries for the manors in your own areas F be helpfu_l for anyone col]ectmg ta‘xes. As you can authority of the King. In this way, Domesday Book was
using the website http://opendomesday. see on this example for Berkshire in Domesday Book, a powertful instrument of royal power and control.
org. You don't need to be able to read
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@ The impact of the Norman

Conquest on the English
people, 1066-87

In 1086, around two million people lived in England.
Only around 20,000 - roughly one per cent of the
population — were Norman. It is remarkable to think
that twenty years after the invasion of 1066, this
relatively small group of Normans owned nearly all
the land in England. These Norman incomers had a

Record

Over the next eight pages you will find out about the
impact of the Norman Conquest on the English people
by 1087. As you learn about different aspects, make
notes under the following headings:

i. Losing the land
2. Earning a living
3. Laws, language and the Church

profound impact on many aspects of life in England

8 Church

English landowners

¥ King
I Norman lords

& The distribution of land in England in 1086

Losing the land

Following their success at the Battle of Hastings, William’s
men were hungry for reward The Conqueror fed them

with the lands of English earls and thegns who had died at
Hastings. At first, William allowed the English nobles who
had survived to keep their lands, but he changed this policy
following the rebellions over the next four years. The Norman
Conguest soon turned into a massive land-grab. As you can
imagine, the effect on the English elite was devastating.

New lords

Domesday Book reveals that hardly any English thegns had
held on to their land by 1086. Of the 180 tenants-in-chief who
owned the largest estates, only four were English. Among

the smaller sub-tenants we find more English landholders,
but many of these men were leasing land from Norman lords
which they had held freely in 1066. Historans estimate that by
the time of Domesday the King held around 20 per cent of the
land in England, with the Church holding another 25 per cent
The Norman secular lords held around 50 per cent, leaving
Just 5 per cent still in the hands of English landowners As a
result of the Norman Conguest, nearly all English landowners
had been dispossessed of their land.

During the years 1066-87 many of the English elite
migrated to Scotland, Ireland, Scandinavia and other parts of
Europe For those who remained, the sadness of individuals
15 sometimes revealed on the pages of Domesday. The English
landholder Aelfric of Marsh Gibbon 1n Buckinghamshire, who
owned his land freely in King Edward’s time, now held 1t from
the Nerman Lord Ansculf ‘at rent, heavily and miserably’. For
many English landowners like Aelfric, the Norman Conguest
had ruined their lives.

What was the impact of the Norman Conquest on the English by 1087? ‘

Alan Rufus — a case-study of a new
Norman lord

Alan Rufus, Count of Brittany and a second
cousin to William the Conqueror, played a
leading role at the Battle of Hastings. In the
months after the battle, Alan’'s forces headed
north to Cambridge where they began to
build a castle. William gave Alan land in
Cambridgeshire which was owned by King
Harold's mistress, Edith the Fair.

In 1069, Alan helped to put down the
rebellion in the north and the King rewarded
him with the Honour of Richmond and other
lands in Yorkshire. Much of this territory . L R
had previously been held by Edwin, Earl \ &/ wmh AR
of Mercia. This picture, from a fifteenth- SI0 :
century hook, shows William granting the
Honour of Richmond to Alan Rufus.

By 1086, Domesday Book records that Alan
owned lands in twelve different shires across
England. These gave him an income of £1,100
a year, which would make him a billionaire
today. Alan was the sixth richest Norman in
England, but his lands were scattered and
were not as large as the vast territories which
had belonged to the Anglo-Saxon earls. King
William ensured that none of his nobles was
in a position to challenge his power,
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New lordship

New Norman lords like Alan Rufus ruled
their lands in a very different way from the
English elite:

®» Anglo-Saxon thegns usually had only one
name, but the Normans often attached a ! _ _
place name to their first name to show . \ ™ ) = A e o |
they owned a particular piece of land. : ' . - :

® Anglo-Saxon thegns had divided up
their property when they died, but the
Normans made sure it passed entirely to
the eldest son.

# The Normans built castles at the centres Ny i : D i
of their estates and often ruled their lands - ' — - . ' .
harshly. 4 William the Congueror granting the Honour of Richmond to Alan

Rufus in 1071. From a fifteenth-century illuminated manuscript

These changes had serious consequences,
not only for those at the top of Saxon society,
but for all English people.

Record

Start your notes on ‘Losing the land’. i

Reflect

¥¥hat had made Alan Rufus such an
important landowner in England by 10867




Earning a living

A A picture of peasants ploughing in an eleventh-century manuscript

The Norman Conduest had severe consequences for
ordinary people in England. Tn some parts of the
country, the first few years of the Norman Conquest
caused widespread death and destruction. The
‘Harrying of the North' led to so much devastation that
it took the region many years to recover. Domesday
Book shows that in 1086 the population of Yorkshire
had dropped to just a quarter of what it had been in
1066. In areas of the country which did not experience
rebellion, the impact of the Normans was not as
devastating, but few English families were unaffected
by the Norman Congquest.

Life on the manor

After 1066, England continued to be a rural society
with 90 per cent of the population working in
agriculture. In many ways, the farming vear continued
as before the Conquest. At the end of winter, the
plough teams still turned the soil in the village fields.
In summer, the villagers still grew their vegetables and
harvested their corn. Each day, English women stiil
milked the cows and children still carried water from
the well.

Despite these continuities in village life, the
Norman Conguest brought big changes to the lives of
English peasants. The number of Saxons who were
free ceorls, fell dramatically. In the village of Bourn in
Cambridgeshire, nine hides of land had been farmed
by twenty free peasants in 1066. By 1086, more than
half had become dependent peasants who were forced
to pay rent to a lord for land which they had once
owned. This pattern was repeated across England.

The Norman Conquest limited many people’s
freedoms and their ability to make a living. However,
some historians think that the lives of those at the very
bottom of the English society - slaves - improved as a

result of the Norman Conquest. In 10686, slavery was
already a thing of the past in Normandy. Domesday
Book shows us that by 1086 the number of slaves in
England had fallen by around twenty-five per cent.

Overall, the Norman Congquest made the majority
of English families much poorer. This was because
Norman lords squeezed as much wealth from their
lands as they possibly could. On average, Norman
landowners increased the income from their lands by
thirty per cent between 1066 and 1086. Alan Rufus
managed to push up the income from his Norfolk
estates by forty per cent. The increased rents which
Norman lords imposed on their manors must have
forced many English families into desperate poverty.

At the same time, many lords introduced new
restrictions which made the lives of the English
peasants much more difficult:

# They often forced Saxons to build castles as part of

the services which the peasants owed on the manor.

# In some places, the English were prevented from
fishing in the lord's river and were no longer
allowed to collect firewood in the lord's forest.

¢ Norman lords often charged peasants high fees for
using their water mills to grind corn.

# There is no doubt that, for many English people,
life on the manor became much harsher in the
twenty years after 1066.

Reflect

What changes and continuities were there in
rural life between 1065 and 10867

——
What was the impact of the Norman Conquest on the English by 1087? ‘
—'—-._____/"f'" — ) ) o = — 3 )
Towns, markets and taxes n\/ y Households |
This map shows English towns in “-(:(.\ ' /,.f Y \“( : Egi} '33” >0
1086. : LS v ! \ « 100-300
: ] ; ® 300-500
R fl é{ p '\\(/--\\ \\ @ mare than 500
- estimated/very
e ECt \SJ /H} ‘j}j‘ﬁ? e peor reading
. . . B h I -
Think of three good historical wB '”9“’";’ - N:%hegn ||m|td
K i h o) e Llomesda’
questions about the impact of the 4 , 2 i hY;rk p“k""gm“\ Survey g
Norman Congquest on towns. ( Ferworthak = \
pes " /\ Dadsley.; \\:
@ b A oibse Loutl
. F Riwdd &
In 1086, ten per cent of English S i °Ch‘m’ ewark(  Lincoln
people earned their living in a town. o L D;‘;gy rogam =
Many of the burhs which had been 1 R § 4 ) Wkl Norwct_ '\
. hrewskury r,
created in late Anglo-Saxon England L ':;m mwarthad @ (18 ot et
continued into the Norman period. hodon 8 w
WALES Drortwich [ Warwick Lnafch
In parts of southern England some o Booge L L HBUW $t Edrrunds
existing Saxon towns expanded /,._.,/ S . Hers G'PLP/Q%E ' Clare %'@gw{:
g Sl E :
and a small number of new towns - Ewias Haro  Winghcome™P Lhrjﬁ;

o A iolicester /Oxioid g s Coljhester
had been created by 1086. This is o P - itcklarke e *uafldon
probably explained by the increase \"J\“B o g oah%'i.q "?gg:ﬁ*u Windsh —Lohdon <~
in trade between England and radfﬁg\-v-%" ,TlLshB q “Wﬂam o
Normandy after the Conquest. Barnstafly \m,n Langg%’}{ o, ,ﬁf,',%au Guildfefd T ia?ﬁg: IS:

™~ | “hhaftestuiry (_/Winchgs Mgt
Overall, however, the Norman Ch o ha : Pt nk Southanfaton Steynu:?_ew eSMmﬁw

Congquest had a negative impact on ehamgton  Exeter Dorcheste” "hnsia \mé%’&‘é‘ﬁ' astings

. ~~ Bidpo W Pevensey
English towns. In the early years of “Lydford P ‘"\J"“\_ &
the Conquest, towns in rebellious ] _,\:"“‘e‘
areas were attacked and burned as . 0 100km

L

the Normans fought to establish
control. Castie-building in towns
often resulted in the clearance
of large numbers of houses and
workshops. Some large towns such as York, Lincoln,
Norwich and Oxford suffered a big fall in population.
Many smaller towns were also badly affected. For
example, Domesday Book tells us that Stafford had
only 179 houses in 1086 and forty per cent of these
were empty.

The markets held in many towns were an important
way for English people to earn a living, but the
Normans saw them as a valuable source of income.
After 1066, Normans lords seized control of nearly all
market-trading in England. In Cornwall, the Count of
Mortain moved the market from one of his manors
into his castle, forcing traders to pay higher rents and

¥ Norman coins

A Map showing English towns in 1086

tolls. Across England, Norman control of local markets
added to the burdens of English peasants.

The Norman Congquest also brought big increases
in taxation. As you discovered in Enquiry 1, Anglo-
Saxon England had an efficient system for the
collection of tax in England - the geld. William made
use of the geld to pay for the troops and mercenaries
who brought England under control. In 1067 and 1068,
he introduced huge increases in the geld. This
pressure of increased taxation was maintained
through the period to 1086. Tt was another factor
which contributed to the misery of the English people
in the aftermath of the Norman Conquest.

Reflect

How big was your nearest town in 10867

Record

Make notes under the heading ‘Earning a living’.
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& The opening page of the Textus Roffensis

Reflect

Why do you think the new
Norman laws were so hated by
the English?

. Laws, language and the Church

This is the opening page from one of the most important manuscript
baoks in English history - the Textus Roffensis. It is known in English as
‘The Book of Rochester’. Over the centuries, the Textus Roffensis has been
lost and recovered several times. Around the vear 1710, the book fell into
a river when the boat carrying it overturned. You can still see the dark
water stain on the page.

The Textus Roffensis was written by a monk at Rochester in Kent
during the 1120s. The first part of the bock includes nearly forty English
laws stretching across five hundred years between 600 and 1100. These
include a long list of fines for violent crimes in Anglo-Saxon England. For
example, people had to pay 50 shillings for gouging out someone's eye and
six shillings for stabbing a man in his genitals.

New laws

Included in the Textus Roffensis is an account of the Saxon trial by ordeal
in which an accused person held a red-hot iron or plunged their hand into
boiling water. If the wound healed, it was taken as a sign from God that
the person was innocent. The Textus Roffensis gives details of an addition
to these Saxon laws which William T intraduced in England after 1066:
trial by combat. When an Englishman was accused of a crime, and there
were no witnesses, he was allowed to defend himself in a sword-fight with
his Norman accuser.

Trial by combat is a good example of the way in which William the
Congueror preserved and adapted Anglo-Saxon laws. But the Normans
also introduced two totally new laws which were particularly hated by
the English:

. The Murdrum Fine. In the 2
years after 1066, the Normans
not only faced major rebellions,
but also ambush and attack as
they travelled along England’s
roads William introduced a
new law called ‘murdrum’ to
deal with this. If any Norman
was murdered, the local
English community were
forced to pay a crippling fine
until the murderer was handed
over for trial

Forest Law. William I enjoyed
hunting deer and wild boar.

To preserve these animals,
the King created royal forests
Forest law prevented the
English from hunting in the
royal forests and meant that
they faced harsh penalties if
caught. For hunting a small
animal such as a rabbit, two
fingers were chopped off An
Englishman who killed a deer
in the royal forest would have
his eyes gouged out

What was the impact of the Norman Conquest on the English by 1087?

New language

The second part of Textus Roffensis is a collection of
manuscripts relating to the history of Rochester
Cathedral. The large and beautiful letter ‘R, which
you can see in the extract opposite, marks the
beginning of this second section of the manuscript.
Medieval scribes sometimes liked to show off their

skill by turning important letters into pictures. Here,

the scribe created the letter ‘R’ with a picture of
Christ giving his blessing to the cathedral. At the
sams time, Christ is trampling on a beast which is
meant to represent the devil.

Reflect

i. Why do you think the seribe might have created this
picture to start the second part of Textus Roffensis?

2. Lock carefully at the text. What language do you
think the scribe used when writing Textus Roffensis?

Like most of the manuscript books produced
after the Norman Conquest, the Textus Roffensis
was mainly written in Latin. This was a big change
because before 1066 monks had mostly used English
when writing manuscripts. The Norman Conquest
brought a sudden end to the use of English as a
written language. By 1070, most of the men in power
could not understand English so the King's writing
office stopped using it. Latin became the written
language of government and of the Church.

Spoken language

More important for the English people was the
change which the Norman Conguest brought to the
spoken language. Before 1066, everyone in England,
from the king to the poorest peasant, spoke English.
After the Conquest, England’s new rulers spoke
Norman French while everyone else continued to
use English. This reinforced the difference between
the conquerors and the conquered. The use of two
languages was a reminder to the English that they
were now inferior people in their own country.

In the years following the Conguest, French and
English began to blend together. French words were
added to English, making it a richer and more varied
language. At first these were the words of politics
and law (government, authority, justice, court), but
soon the language reflected Norman influence in
other aspects of life (music, melody, dance, love). The
differences between English and French were most
obvious in relation to food. When an animal was in
a mucky field it was English (pig, sheep), but when
it was on a table with a glass of wine it was French
(pork, mutton).
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A A detail from Textus Roffensis

We now know that in the thousand years after the
Norman Conguest, English would evolve to become
one of the most widely-spoken and influential
languages in the world. By the end of the Middle Ages,
French was a foreign language which the educated
English learned at school. But the English people who
suffered the humiliation of the Norman Conguest could
not have known this. For them, language was a symbol
of their inferiority after 1066.

g shgmd deporment

Record

Start your notes under the heading ‘Laws, language and

the Church’ with points about laws and language.




Changes in the Church

In April 1070, William returned to the south of
England following his ‘Harrying of the Noxth',
For Easter, he went to Winchester where he
was joined by three representatives of the
Pope. At the Winchester Easter court, the papal
legates ceremonially crowned William. It was
a transformative moment. In 1070, the Norman
Conguest of England had been given the ofticial
approval of the Pope. ;
In the days following the crowning, the papal
legates and the King had a series of meetings
to reform and reorganise the English Church.
They began at the top. Stigand was deposed as
Archbishop of Canterbury and Lanfranc was
appointed in his place. 'Thomas of Bayeux was
chosen as the new Archbishop of York. New
appointments of Norman bishops and abbots
quickly followed. By 1080, only one of the sixteen
English bishops remained in office and Norman
abbots were in charge of nearly all English
monasteries, /

Rebuilding the cathedrals

As well as transforming the leadership of the
English Church, the Norman Conquest led to an
almost total rebuilding of England's cathedrals

The new Norman structures were generally much
larger and more beautiful than the Saxon buildings
they replaced. After 1070, work began on rebuilding
the cathedrals at Canterbury, York, Winchester and
Ely. Today, Durham Cathedral is the most complete
example of a cathedral built in early Norman
England. The great pillars which line the nave, and
which you can see on this page, are a reminder

of the powerful visual impact of the Norman
Conquest.

Monasteries

In 1066, there were around 60 monasteries in
England Tn the north, many monasteries had
been wiped out by the Viking invasions. The
Norman Conduest led to a revival of monasticism.
After 1070, new northern monasteries were built,
or old ones restored, at Selby, Jarrow, Whitby, -
Durham and York. In many parts of England, the
new Norman lords began to give gifts of land to
abbeys ‘back home’ and looked to these abbeys to
provide monks for the new English monasteries
The Norman Conguest resulted in a huge transfer

of wealth from English monastic land to the great -

abbeys of Normandy and France. p .

¥ The nave of Durha}n Cathedral

What was the impact of the Norman Congquest on the English by 10877

Parish churches

This is St Mary’s Church at Stoke-sub-Hamdon in Somerset. Like many
English parish churches it is a mixture of building from different periods.
But St Mary's is special because the church contains so many fine Norman
st-one carvings. In the years after the Conquest, the Norman Lord Robert
Fitzlvo was granted the manor here. Robert built a fortified manor house
next to the church. He spent a lot of money rebuilding St Mary’s and making
it look beautiful.

In the eleventh century, St Mary’s would have looked very different from
today. Although it was smaller (the tower was not built until the thirteenth
century), the church looked very bright and colourful. Its lime-washed walls
gleamed white in the sunshine. The carvings on the outside were all painted
bright colours. Inside, the walls were covered in paintings and designs.

At the time of the Norman Conquest, England contained hundreds of
parish churches. Only occasionally do traces of these Saxon churches survive

(see page 22) The Normans destroyed them and built new churches in their

place. They dedicated these new churches to their own saints. Only a
handful of the Anglo-Saxon saints —

St Botolph, St Eadburh, St Pega -
survived. The new parish churches Record
and saints transformed religion in
England’s villages and towns. They
were another visual reminder to the
English that their country was under
foreign occupation.

Finish your notes under the heading
‘Law, language and the Church’ with
points about the Church.

Review

Use the notes from your work on pages 86-93 to write an essay explaining
how far you agree with Simon Schama that the Norman Conquest brought
a ‘truck load of trouble’ for the English

4 St Mary's Church,
Stoke-sub-Hamdon,
Somerset

4 A stone carving from St Mary's Church,
Stoke-sub-Hamdon, showing 5t George
killing a dragon



An 1844 painting
In 1844, there was a national competition to select works of art for the newly-
built Houses of Parliament, It was decided that the rooms and corridors
: should be decorated with paintings of historical scenes relating to England's
eeet 111{Fte f ‘ “‘ : past. The artist Ford Madox Brow entered the painting below for the
. ( 1111 HITL | ' ﬁl v y I i Id 11 l‘“il . b { W Y competition. He called it ‘The Body of Harold.
— 1Y i 1 ‘ ‘i U ‘j i i‘ ‘ e =0 o VS » Brown'’s painting shows an imagined scene when the dead King Harold
(l‘ P nahm ¢ 2 was brought before William after the Battle of Hastings. His choice of subject
i l nnomm mn omp A\ U was deliberate. This was the evening when the freedoms which the English

N/
, Hlﬂ 'l ' people had enjoyed under Saxon rule were crushed by the Norman Yoke.
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The Norman Yoke

The way in which Brown painted the scene shows that his loyalty was
with the dead Saxon king. William the Congueror sits on his horse at the
top of the painting, hut he and his officers are in the shadows, It is King
Harold who dominates the picture. The dead king’s large and powerful body
| still seems to have great force. Harold's face is unblemished in the evening
sunshine. He still wears his crown and holds his battleaxe. Brown painted
o the dead Harold as a Saxon hero,
§  Brown was concerned about the inequality which was created by
i England’s class system in the middle of the nineteenth century. In particular,
he was critical of the inherited wealth and pawer of the aristocracy His
| liberal politics made him sympathetic to the idea of Saxon freedoms crushed
by a foreign nobility which still continued to contral England 800 years later.
Perhaps this 1s why his painting was not selected in the competition

efrom the Luttre P: T oxen a a h bound 0g
mag Il saltel fu C1330, the two pa"S 0 2 e eac 1 e” er by a oke

A In this How the myth of the Norman Yoke developed

Orderic Vitalis was the first chronicler to use the wor
‘yoke'. In the early twelfth century, he wrote:

he fourteenth century shows
the fields with oxen, as they had
Fastened around the necks of

kes which kept them under |
O Zholointal The English lamented the loss of their freedoms and sought daily to -

This picture from t
peasants ploughing
done for centuries.

the oxen are wooden y ;
control. For some people, the yoke is a sy

the Normans did to the English peoplc?dafte?“ 1066. A e e s s
The Norman Yoke is based on two 1deas:
I. Late Anglo-Saxon England was a ‘golden age’ V\{heré o hundred years atter the Conat IR
i i b b freelindlegual pigl?[;ﬁ;; hlzs chroniclers were still writing about the oppressive.
in a prosperous and well-rule 001.111 T e |
a flourishing culture and were united through o Sevemeemh
ngua'ge‘ he English people lost century, radical thinkers who were opposed to the :
2. Following the Conquest, the English p king, argued that 600 years after the Conquest the

their freedoms. They were robbed of their land and : ; : e
forced into poverty. YI’he brutal and oppressive rule Egi;srnp;;f;e TVY;;; 1?;%:; %tig?gi%ﬁ:;g;gnttmg‘
glfl Itt}:;f 3:1?}?:;;1;1?:}?(1 £ oeitaad iuanted a better model of kingship.'One radical, John Ha
argued that because the aristocracy and gentry
Your study of the Norman Conquest has shown descended from the Norman invaders, they sh
that events of 1065 to 1087 were more complex than have their lands taken away from them. He !
the black and white picture presented by the Norman suggested that all French words should be re
Yoke. The I;\Torman_ Yoke is a myth, but some historians from the English language. -
gﬁ?k that it ‘?Onta?gﬁ élements of truth. The Norman Over the last three hundred years, the id
S e Detisteniover the Tast. oo Yoke has been reinforced through
of historians, politicians and novelists. The %
artists, children’s writers and film-makers ha
to embed the myth in people’s imagination.
a closer look at three interesting examples ...

The Norman Yoke

4 The artist Ford Madox Brown c.1864

¥ 'The Body of Harold". A painting
by Ford Madox Brown, 1844

i
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# ‘Last of the Saxon Kings'. A
Ccomic strip i Fagle, 1961

A 1961 comic strip

In 1950, Marcus Morris, a vicar from Southport, started a weekly children's
comic called Eagle. The comic featured the science fiction story Dan Dare,
Pilot of the Future', as well as other adventure stories, news and sport. Eagle's
gripping content and high-guality illustrations made it immediately popular
with British. children (and some adults!). It was soon selling nearly a million
copies a week.

In 1961, Eagle bagan to publish & comic strip version of the Norman
Conquest on its centre spread. It was called ‘Last of the Saxon Kings' The
series portrayed the Norman Conquest as a tragic story of the defeat of heroic
King Harold by the nasty Duke William. Through the pages of Eagle, millions
of children were introduced to the myth of the Norman Yoke.

The extract below portrays Harold and his men before and during the
Battle of Hastings. It begins with Harold and his exhausted army on the
evening betore the battle. In the middle section, Harold is encouraging his
men on the morning of the battle. In the bottom section, the action moves to
the height of the battle and shows ‘Harold and his gallant men’ standing firm
against the Norman attack’
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The Norrman Yoke

A 2014 film

This is a poster for the 2014 film, The Hobbit' An
Unexpected Journey. The film was the first in a series
of three fantasy adventure films directed by Peter
Jackson. The films take place in the fictional world of
Middle Earth. They follow the home-loving hobbit Bilbo
Baggins who 1s persuaded by the wizard Gandalf the
Grey to lead a quest to reclaim the Lonely Mountain
from the dragon Smaug

The 2014 film was based on a children's fantasy
novel by J R.R. Tolkien, published in 1937. Tolkien was
a writer, poet and professor of Anglo-Saxon at Oxford
University Tolkien’s novel came from his rich
imagination, but he also drew on his knowledge of
Anglo-Saxon culture and literature to create the world
of Middle Earth. The Shire was the region of Middle
Earth where the hobbits lived On Tolkien’s maps, the
central part of the Shire corresponds to the Saxon
kingdom of Mercia. This was the part of England where
Tolkien had grown up as a boy. In the novels, the Shire
18 a peaceful and idyllic land where hobbits live in
freedom, protected by the thain - their elected military
leader. The Hobbit reinforces the myth of Anglo-Saxon
England as a lost rural idyll.

Make up your own mind

Some historians are quick to point out that the romantic
image of a Saxon ‘golden age’ is a long way from reality
They emphasise the brutality, inequality and slavery
which existed in Saxon England. Others disagree and
tind much to admire in the government and culture of
the Saxons. As you have discovered, historians also have
different views about the transformation of England
after 1066 For some, the Normans
brought strong government and

a rich culture to England. For
others, the Norman Conguest

was a destructive and brutal
occupation which oppressed

the English people Hopefully,
you now know enough about the
Norman Conguest to make up
your own mind

& A poster advertising the 2014 film, The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey

4 ).R.R Tolkien's novel
The Hobbit, first
published in 1937



Preparing for the examination

Preparing for the examination 2. Charts

If you find it easier to learn from lists then a summary chart for each issue
you have studied might be best for you. You can use the format shown below
The British depth study forms the second half of your ideas with accurate knowledge. This section or design your owiL. Just make sure that you include clear Summary points
Paper 1: British History. It is worth twenty per cent  suggests some revision strategies you might like to for each of the three sections in each enquiry you studied
of your GCSE. To succeed in the examination you try and explains the types of examination questions
will need to think clearly about different aspects that you can expect.
of The Norman Conquest, 1065-1087 and suppeort
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Preparing for the examination

interpretations may be shared

create or advise on

interpretations of

—
4. Podcasts . Understanding interpretations
If you learn best by listening to information and explanations, you could To prepare for the examination, you will need to be clear about
record your knowledge and understanding by producing podcasts to ‘interpretations’ of history. Here are some simple explanations and some
summarise what you have learned about each of the five main issues. You suggestions for your revision.
could produce your podcast with a friend using a question and answer format
e r— ; — What we mean by ‘interpretations’ of history
y . o i An interpretation of history is any version of events in the past that has
(’ (( b ) }:I 'h“ \ .' E (( (b \ | been created at some later time. The interpretation can be made and
\ r AN A A "/I} shared by all sorts of people, in all sorts of ways, for all sorts of reasons.
, - 2 ' i . Here are some examples:
i Angio-Saxon invasion : Resistancs | :
[ England ¢.1065 anel victory and responge People or groups who | Ways in which ' Reasons for creating
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interpretations of the past

Academics (professional
historians, museum curators or
archaeologists)

Lecturers and teachers

Writers and artists

Non-fiction books
Fiction books
Websites

Blogs

Exhibitions and displays

| the past

To educate or inform
To entertain or amuse
To persuade

To commemorate

Cootins foq
! Lasiigs Cznque:ﬂ : Magazines
| and contro i isati i
% Tourist organisations Formal reports and articles
! - . . Individuals or groups who are Plays
AN OAR | DO AT e —— i ; :
sls DAD OWNLOAI tracing the history of a family or | Films

an organisation Tourist information resources

. : L. Television/radio documentaries
To be well-prepared for the examination you need revision notes that
summarise the main points and provide detailed examples in a format
that works best for you.

Television dramas

Television light entertainment
Advertisements

Background to news reports
Drawings and paintings
Computer games

Theme parks

Souvenirs

Monuments

Ceremonies

These tasks will help to sharpen your thinking about historical
interpretations:

i. Try to match up each of the people or groups in the left-hand
column with the methods you think they might use to share
their interpretations and the reasons why they have created
them.

2. Look back through this book to find examples of historical
interpretations. For each one that you find:

* briefly summarise what historical point it makes
e list who created it, how it was shared with other people and
what its purpose was.
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How interpretations of the past may differ

People who look back on the past often disagree about what they find. They may
disagree about all sorts of issues including:

@ what actually happened and when

® whether an event or type of behaviour was ‘typical’ of the period in history when
it happened

@ why events or developments happened at all or why they happened at a certain
time

® which person, factor or consequence was most significant and why

@ how much change was happemng, how quickly and how it affected different
groups of people at the time

® what sources should be used and what they reveal

e what (if anything) we can learn from the events of the past.

Why interpretations of the past may differ

There are many different reasons why people offer different interpretations of the
past. Here are a few suggestions:

@ They may use different sources, for example someone working at a later date
may be able to use newly discovered documents or new scientific techniques to
throw more light on the issue

@ They may be faced with gaps in the evidence and may make different but
reasonable guesses based on the sources they have

# They use the same sources very carefully but honestly reach differemnt
conclusions

® They are affected by their own background or context, for example the age in
which they were working, their nationality, personality, beliefs and values may
all affect their judgements

® They may be creating their interpretation for different audiences, for example
young children or foreign tourists rather than professional historians

® They may be creating their interpretations for different reasons, for example
to provide light-hearted entertainment rather than precise historical
understanding,

® They may simply be less careful in applying good historical methods, for
example faihing to consider all available sources, misunderstanding what sources
say, reaching conclusions that cannot be supported by the sources or failing to
make their conclusions clear.

Look at the list you made of some historical interpretations that you
found in this book (see page 101). Can you see any signs that any were
affected by any of the influences listed above?

@ Exam guidance

This depth study forms the second half of Paper 1: British History. It is worth
twenty per cent of your GCSE. The whole exam lasts for 1 hour 45 minutes so you
will have just over 50 minutes to answer the four questions on The Norman
Conguest

Question éa

Yo will be shown an interpretation pf some-aspect of the period of the Norman
GConguest, 65-1087 The interpretacion may be 40 text form orandmage. The
guestion wil start by explaining the point that the Interpretation is making.
You will have th show that you tndelstand how it doss this. The question will
Gaually BHepin ‘In Inteipritation A the Ristdrlan ., entibvand explaih oo wiy
i which the historial dogsy this!

Example

|

6 () InInterpretation A the historian Robert Bartlett argues that the ‘Harrying |
of the North” had a powerful impact on northern England. Identify and explain

one way in which he does this. (3 marks) |

Interpretation A — An extract from the script of The Normans, a BBC television
series, 2010,

in 10689, William marched on York and crushed the rebellion. The Normans devastated the |
North of England. They sacked every village and farmstead as they went. Then William divided |
his troops inta smaller bands who destroyed any crops and fivestock they could find ... A
huge area across nosthern and central England was laid waste by this ‘scorched earth’ on the
northern rebels. Plotting the settlements destroyed by the Normans shows the scar that was
carved across the country by William's army Sixteen years later, these areas were still desolate |
wasteland.

Devise five questions like this using five different interpretations that you can find
in this book. Tty to use images with one or two and text with the others

Question 6b

For thisquestion yom will he-asked to sugeast an areaof further research into

dF) Espectar the historical sitnation orissue that is the focus of t'lif'!ﬁ[l:i.'ll'l B Yo
will have terjastify the suggestion youwmake The guestionsstent will usually be
Thyvou ware asked o do Futther resetechion [Taterpretation A, what wonld v

choose to investigate Explain how this would help s to andlyse and Understand
[the topic i Ba)!

Example

6 (b} If you were asked to do further research on one aspect of Interpretation A,
what would you choose to investigate? Explain how this would help us to analyse
and understand the Harrying of the North. (5 marks)

For each of the questions you invented for 6a, write a brief 6b-style question.




Question 7

iescdon 7 regquires s to explain how farand whv twn glven interpretations
differ. A tvpical stem Is Taterpretasions § and C hoth fogis on . Haw far do
they differ pod whitmieght explain any differances?

Example

7 |Interpretations B and C are both illustrations of Norman motte and bailey
castles. How far do they differ and what might explain any differences? (12 marks)

Interpretation B — An illustration of the Norman castle at Pickering in Yorkshire by the reconstruction artist
Simon Hayfreld. The illustration is in the book Picturing the Past. The book was published in 1997 and was
aimed at adults.

Interpretation C — An illustration of a typical Norman castle in Living in the Past: The Middle Ages a
history textbook written for primary school children in 1983.

;  keep fhe Norman lord kved herej
; Sl

Prwre 1 A Bailey szstly and motte (mound}

Preparing for the examination

Question 8/9

You have a cholee of two judgemem questions, Question 3 or Cuestion 9, Thess
yuestions in the second part of Paper §are the most challenging, They ask

you to make a judgement abour o particilar mterpremtion of an aspect of the
Norman Conquest, 1085-1087, You need wrsave enough e for this question
because it is worih 20 marks

Example

8 In an article for the BBC History Magazine in 2012, the historian Ryan Lavelle
argued that late Anglo—Saxon England was ‘by no means a ‘golden age”. How far
do you agree with this view? {20 marks)

9 According to a children’s history website, www.MedievalEurope.MrDonn.org,
following his victory at Hastings, ¥Villiam ‘soon had conquered all of England’.
How far do you agree with this view? {20 marks}

Depending on the interpretation given in the question, you may wish to agree
completely, disagree completely or take a position where you can see some reasons
for agreeing and some for disagreeing, You can get full marks for any of these types
of answer provided that you:

» Show that you have understood exactly what the interpretation is claiming

¢ Show that you understand any particularly important words, phrases or dates that
the interpretation uses

* Use very clear explanations and suitable, accurate supporting evidence to
persuade the examiner that you are giving a very reasonable answer

* Keep closely to the point all the way through your answer

In the examples above, are there any words, phrases or dates in the interpretations
that you would need to address in your answer?

Choose one of the example questions above and write a plan of how you would
answer it. It is helpful to plan each paragraph in your answer so that it has a
very definite main point that 1s clearly supported wath accurate and approprate
evidence chosen from your knowledge of the period Do this planning before you
start to write 1n the exam

Copyright information

Interpretation A Transcribed from BBC 2 seriss “The Normans Conguesi’, presetited by Robert Bartlett, 2010 ® BBC
Publishing Worldwide

Inierpretation B: Repioduced by kind permission of Strnon Hayfield, Hayhield Studio, Shustoke UK, wivw
hayfieldstudio co uk

Interpretaiion C. An illustration of a Norman castle in Lunng m the Past The Middle Ages a history textbook written for
primary school children in 1983, OCR and the publisher are aware that third party material appeared in this sample
question paper but it has noi been possible to fully identify and acknowledge the source

Question 8 Quote from Ryan Lavelle, 'The dark side of the Anglo—Saxons’, in BBC Hisiory Magazine, Vol 13 No 13, pg
27, 2012 @ BBC Publishing

Question 9: Quote from Lin and Don Donn, The Middle Ages for Kids, www medievaleurope mrdonn org Accessed
January 2015






