INTRODUCTION

Making the most of this book

. Where this book fits into your GCSE
history course

The course

The GCSE history course you are following is made up of five different
studies. These are shown in the table below. For each type of study you will
follow one option. We have highlighted the option that this particular book
helps you with.

OCR SHP GCSE B

(Choose one option from each section)

British thematic study 20%

@ The People’s Health
# Crime and Punishment
Paper | @ Migrants to Britain

| %4 hours  British depth study 20%

# The Norman Conquest
@ Elizabethan England
® Britain in Peace and War

History around us 20%
Paper 2 v
® Any site that meets the given criteria.
I hour
World period study 20%
® Viking Expansion
® The Mughal Empire
Paper 3 @ The Making of America
| 74 hours  world depth study 20%

# The First Crusade
@ The Aztecs and the Spanish Conquest

o Living under MNazi Rule

The world depth study

The world depth study focuses on a traumatic short.period in world history
when different cultures or ideclogies were in conflict. It encourages

you to engage with many rich, contemporary sources and the different
interpretations of historians. As you do this you will learn about the nature
of historical evidence and how history is constructed.

introduction

As the table shows, you will be examined on your knowledge and
understanding of the world depth study as part of Paper 3. You can find out
more about that on pages 98-105 at the back of the book.

Here is exactly what the specification shows for this depth study.

F—Living under Nazi Rule, 1933-45

The specification divides this period into five sections:

bictétor‘ship * Hitler and the Nazi Party in January 1933

i | * Establishing the dictatorship, January 1933 to July 1933

i |+ Achieving total power, July 1933 to August 1934

| Control and * The machinery of terror including the SS, the law courts,

concentration camps and the Gestapo
* The range and effectiveness of Nazi propaganda

|
!
i
|
i opposition, 1933-39 !
; i
|
{ * Opposition to Nazi rule including the Left, Church leaders and
i
I
l
|
E
|
I
f
|
E

youth groups

Changing lives,

i 1933-39

*  Work and home: the impact of Nazi policies on men and women
I« The lives of young people in Nazi Germany including education and
youth movements
* Nazi racial policy: the growing persecution of Jews

1
1

.(Germany in war t*  The move to a war economy and its impact on the German people,
193942
* Growing opposition from the German people including from
elements within the army

* The impact of total war on the German people, 1943—45

Occupation * The contrasting nature of Nazi rule in eastern and western Europe
* The Holocaust, including the Einsatzgruppen, ghettos and the
death camps
* Responses to Nazi rule: collaboration, accommodation
and resistance

You need to understand You also need to understand: In addition, you should be

the interplay between these ;. impact of the Nazi able to:

forces in society: dictatorship on people’s ® engage with a range of
Political lives within Germany and historical sources
Fconomic across occupied Europe @ understand different

| » Social ® the diverse lives and interpretations of aspects of

Racial experiences of people life under Nazi rule.
Cultural during this traurmnatic time.

The next two pages show how this book works.




Introduction

. How this book works

The rest of this book (from pages 8 to 97) is carefully arranged to match what
the specification requires. It does this through the following features:

Review tasks ==

Each enquiry ends by asking you to review what
you have been learning and use it to answer the
overarching question in some way. Sometimes you
simply answer that one question. Sometimes you will

= y 4 challenge and give you a clear sense of what you will need to do two or three tasks that each tackle some
Erepury

S need to do to work out your answer to the main aspect of the main question. The important point is

T . ' question. You will find the instructions set out in that you should be able to use the ideas and evidence
you have been building up through the enquiry to

e e L
support your answer.

Enquiries
The book is largely taken up with five ‘enquiries’.
Each enquiry sets you a challenge in the form of an
overarching question.

The first two pages of the enguiry set up the

Democracy wa dictatorship
Haw wers the Nagm abie ro tiie
ontrol of Farmarye 3o clisiiyt 1

B e e ‘The Enguiry’ box, on a blue background, as in this

e e TR, e i g b e
T et

T e example.

== e RECOFd tasks Closer looks == ST

The tark chapmen’ of Adglf Matar

Between the enquiries you will find pages that provide
a ‘closer look’ at some aspect of the theme or period
you are studying. These will often give you a chance
to find out more about the issue you have just been
studying in the previous enquiry, although they may
sometimes look ahead to the next enquiry.

We may not include any tasks within these ‘closer
looks' but, as you read them, keep thinking of what

From that point, the enquiry is divided into three
sections. These match the bullet points shown in the
specification on page 3. You can tell when you are
starting a new section as it will start with a large
coloured heading like the one shown here. Throughout
each section there are ‘Record’ tasks, where you will be
asked to record ideas and information that will help
you make up your mind about the overarching enquiry

question later on. You can see an example of these they add to your knowledge and understanding. We ?”:"i;i.;w =
‘Record’ instructions here. They will always be in blue think they add some intriguing insights. iy
text with blue lines above and below them., e ey

il ey bt s . s

f

One very important final point

Reflect tasks We have chosen enquiry questions that should help you get to the really
At regular intervals we will set a ‘Reflect’ task to important issues at the heart of each period you study, but you need to
prompt you to think carefully about what you are remember that the examiners will almost certainly ask you different
reading. They will look like the examples shown here. questions when you take your GCSE. Don't simply rely on the notes you
These Reflect tasks help you to check that what you made to answer the enquiry questions we gave you. We give you advice on
are reading is making sense and to see how it connects how to tackle the examination and the different sorts of question you will
with what you have already learned. You do not need face on pages 98 to 105.

to write down the ideas that you think of when you

‘reflect’, but the ideas you get may help you when you

reach the next Record instruction.




A A first edition of Adoif Hitler's

two-volume book, Mein Kampf, 1926

._ Hitler’s ‘struggle’ before 1933

Men Kampf, meaning ‘my struggle’, was first published in two volumes in
1925 and 1926. It was largely written from a prison cell, by Adolf Hitler, an
ex-corporal in the German army that had lost the First World War in 1918.

Early years, 18891923

Hitler was born into a poor
Austrian family in 1889. As a child
he became fascinated with the idea
that all German-speaking people,
such as the Austrians, should really
belong to a single great German
nation. By 1913, he had moved to
the capital of southern Germany,

- Munich. It was there that he joined
the German army to fight in the
First World War from 1914 to 1918.

When Germany lost the war

Hitler felt very bitter in defeat. Like

many other Germans, he believed

that the politicians who had taken

over the country at the very end

of the war had given in too easily.

In particular, Hitler believed

that powerful and cowardly

Jews, many of whom were also

communists, had swayed the

government's decision. There is no

historical evidence to support this
explanation but in the post-war years in Germany it became a popular way
of accounting fof the army’s sudden defeat in 1918. In a similar way, Hitler
and many other Germans blamed the politicians for accepting too readily the
severe peace settlement that was part of the 1919 Treaty of Versailles.

Hitler drifted around Munich after the war, seeking friends whao, like him,
tock a very right-wing view of politics. In 1920, he became the leader of a
tiny, extreme right-wing party that had just decided to call itself the National
Socialist German Workers Party. It stood for nationalism (the greatness of a
single nation for all German-speaking people) and for the social needs of the
workers in their daily lives. Its German name was the Nationalsozialistische
Deutsche Arbeiterpartei but its members called themselves the shortened
name: the Nazis.

Early failure

In November 1923, Hitler led his Nazi Party in an attempt to seize power over
southern Germany by launching an armed attack on the government. This
Munich Putsch failed completely. Hitler was captured and given a fairly light
prison sentence that he served in a large, comfortable room in a German
castle. In his captivity, Hitler decided that he would no longer try to gain
power by force. Instead he would exploit German democratic processes to
win elections. Once he was in charge of an elected Nazi government, he
would use the full power of the staie to shape the country as he wished.

While he was in the castle, Hitler started to write about his ‘struggle’ in
life so far ... and where he wanted it to lead in the years ahead. These were
the ideas that he set out in the long-winded, rambling and extremist text of
Mein Kampf.

-
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Eventual success

In Mein Kampf and in his speeches throughout the 1920s, Hitler made his
intentions clear:

¢ The Nazis must get into power legally, not by a viclent takeover. In
order to do this, they would build mass support by making generous
prormises.

@ Once elected to power, the Nazis would end all opposition, as Germany
needed the strength of a single-party government.

¢ Purify Germany by removing any Jewish influence. If necessary, the
Jews must be deported ... or removed by other means.

# Strengthen Germany’s economy and armed forces so that the nation
could once again deminate Europe, even if this meant breaking the terms
set out in the Treaty of Versailles.

¢ Germany must gain land by fighting and winning another war to
recapture areas lost through the Treaty of Versailles (for example, to
Poland) and to gain whole regions of eastern Furope that would give the
German people the living space (Lebensraum) that they needed to thrive.

# The Nazis must, by these policies, set up and pass on to later generations
of Germans a great empire (Reich). There had been two such great
German empires before 1918, so this one would be called the “Third Reich’
and it would last for a thousand years.

Between 1924 and 1933, Hitler and his Nazis
campaigned in elections, promising to do exactly what
had been outlined in Mein Kampf. Through a mix of
political cunning, weak opposition, lies and brute
force, the Nazis had achieved their first aim by 30
January 1933: that was when Adolf Hitler became the
new Chancellor (Prime Minister) of Germany. This

photograph shows the Nazi Party celebrations that
filled the capital city of Berlin that night. In the days,
months and years that followed, Hitler and the Nazis
set about implementing their other plans for Germany
- no matter what the cost in human life and suffering.
The rest of this book tells that story.

4 Crowds of Nazi
supporters celebrate
in Berlin on 30
January 1933. The
Nazis’ private army,
known as the SA, is
leading a torchlight
march through the
streets as spotlights
shine on the masses.
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' D e I ﬂ O C r a Cy t O d I C t at O rs h l p This photograph shows Adolf Hitler walking up the stairs at the Nazi ‘
: ‘ Party rally in Nuremberg in September 1934. He is receiving rapturous
applause and adulation from the 700,000 supporters. o
By this time Hitler was der Fiithrer, the dictator who ruled all aspects S P *

}_l oW were i.. h e r\l d Z' S d b | e t O 1- d |(e of German life. His Nazi dictatorship could make whatever laws it wished

B ) as it had completely removed all democracy and any other threat to its ‘ -
cCOon tr O.I Df G erman y SO q uic |( ' V f pPOWEL. 'This brut.al and total control 1as:ced until 1945, . ‘ g
™ Yet if we rewind to January 1933 things looked very different, and
. a ) s 5 total power was far from inevitable. Hitler had just been made Chancellor
LY _-p ﬁ . . (similar to Prime Minister) but he still had many obstacles to overcome
1B RS h

il ! before he could establish the Nazi dictatorship he dreamed of:

» As Chancellor, Hitler was not the most powerful man in Germany.
That was the President, Paul von Hindenburg.
Germany in 1933 was a democracy. Although the Nazi Party was the
largest party in the Reichstag (the German Parliament) it did not have
a majority of seats so it needed the consent of others to pass any laws,
Although the Nazis were the largest party in the Reichstag, they
only had 37 per cent of the votes, meaning over 60 per cent of the
population did not fully agree with their ideas.

» 'There were many individuals and groups in German society who
detested the Nazis and their ideas
There was a real danger of a power struggle within the Nazi Party that

F O could endanger Hitler's position as leader.
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k3 (Th@ Enquiry

Your challenge in this enquiry is to work out how Hitler and the Nazis
overcame these obstacles to take total control of Germany within 18 months.
The enquiry examines the process in three phases:

5
. 8

I. Hitler and the Nazi Party in January 1933
2. Establishing the dictatorship between January 1933 and July 1933
3. Achieving total power between July 1933 and August 1934
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(B! As you move through the enquiry you will be making nine ‘Nazi control
cards’.

On one side of each card you will describe an event that helped Hitler and the
Nazis take control. On the other side you will explain how the event helped
them to tighten their grip on Germany.

At the end of the enquiry you will use your pack of cards to develop and
organise your knowledge and understanding of this crucial phase in the
history of Germany.

Py T

* | Adolf Hitler at the
. Nuremberg Nazi
Party rally, 1934




How were the Nazis able to take control of Germany so quickly?

o _____.—-—-—'_-_-—_- S

. Hitler and the Nazi Party in January 1933

The Nazi Party in January 1933 was an effective political torce. This had gErnst Rohm was the Jeader of the SA (short for
not always been the case. As you learned on pages 6 and 7, throughout the [ sturmabtedung or Storm Department, but more
1920s the Nazis had struggled to win any significant support from voters. | commonly known as ‘brownshirts’). Originally set
In the late 1920s, however, the party reorganised itself to great effect. In up as bodyguards for Hitler, the SA had turned into
1932 they had won the largest percentage of seats in the Reichstag and had a rhe Naz1's private army, Rohm took charge of the
membership of over 850,000 people. 5A 10 1830 and greatly increased its strength so that
it had 400,000 'stormtroopers’ by 1933. These were
Nazi leaders in 1933 used to intimidate voters and other political parties,
. . : , , purnng the election they stood outside polling n )
Although Hitler was undoubtedly .the dominant flgu%”e in the Nazi Party, he hooths and intimidating voters into voting for the Hermann Goring, an ex-First World War fighter
was well-supported by a group of intense and committed leaders. Nazts. They also physically attacked Communists. pilot, was second in power to Hitler. He joined the

German Cabinet along with Frick and Hitler in
1933. He had no clear role at first but he helped the
party to run smoothly. Before long, his government
responsibilities included controlling the police in
Prussia, the largest German region. In 1933, Géring
formed the Gestapo, the Nazi secret police that
would spy on the German people to stop opposition
to the party.

At the head of the party was Adolf Hitler. Hitler

had been the party leader since 1921 and was -
instrumental in its success. A very charismatic
speaker who could captivate a large crowd, he was a
nationally known figure. Jailed for attempting to take
power by force in 1923, Hitler was hailed at his trial
by the press for his strong opinions. While in prison
he wrote Mein Kampf (My Struggle), which clearly set
out his racist and nationalistic views. It went on to be
a national bestseller. In 1932 during the election

he used an aeroplane to fly around Germany
delivering speeches. He was the central figure

in the Nazi Party structure.

\Rudolph Hess, another ex-First World War hero,
was third in power to Hitler. He was Deputy Leader
of the party and it was his job to sigh off all new
legislation to ensure that it closely followed the Nazi
ideology. He worked in Munich at the headquarters
of the party and made certain everyone was

following the same goals
Nazi ideas were spread far and wide by the party’s

propaganda team, co-ordinated by Joseph Goebbels
As a highly educated man from the middle classes,
he realised the power of modern media and utilised
posters, newspapers and new technology in the
forms of radio and film. Goebbels used simple,

bold messages to make a point. During the Great
Depression, for example, the Nazis had fought the
election on the campaign motto ‘bread and work,
appealing to the two basic demands of the needy
population. He had deeply anti-Semitic :deas. His
propaganda also emphasised the strength of Hitler
who was portrayed as a god-like supreme being

“Heinrich Himmler led the SS (Schutzstaffel or
Protection Squadron, more commonly known as
‘blackshirts”). This, like the SA, had started as a
group of Nazi volunteers who provided security for
party leaders. By the end of 1933, the SS had about
200,000 members. Its ‘elite guard’ was a paramilitary
force with strict entrance requirements whose
members were fanatical about Nazi ideclogy. They
mumbered over 50,000 and, under Himmler, were
developing the methods of surveillance and terror
that would later gain them notoriety. The S8 would
go on to be one of the defining features of Nazi
Germany, running the concentration camps, spying
on its people and striking fear into the hearts of

Wilhelm Frick was a long-standing member of the 4 anyone living under a Nazi-led regime.

party. In 1933, when Hitler was made Chancellor,
only two other Nazis were given roles in the

Cabinet: Goring was one and Frick was the other.

He was made Minister of the Interior, with overall
responsibility for most aspects of life in German
society. From 1930 to 1931, he had experience of high
office in one of Germany's state parliaments where
he used his powers to promote Nazis into important
positions and to spread Nazi ideas in schools. Frick
helped to shape the party’s racial policy.

Record

At the top of your first card write ‘Leadership of the
Nazi Party (January 1933)". On the front of the card list
the names of each of these seven leaders and very briefly
summarise the role of each one. On the back explain why
the skills and personalities of these people helped the
Nazis to increase their control.




How were the Nazis able to take control of Germany so quickly?

Nazi ideology in 1933

This photograph was taken in a German school in
1933. It shows an event especially arranged by the
Nazi Party. A group of schoolgirls is being taught what
happened to Germany after its defeat in the 1914-18
war. They are learning how Great Britain, France and
the USA imposed harsh terms on Germany in the
Treaty of Versailles in 1919. This treaty:

® severely restricted German armed forces (for
example, they were only allowed an army of
100,000 soldiers)

# reduced German territories

& imposed a crippling bill of £6.6 billion that the
Germans owed to repair the damage they had
caused throughout Furope.

Students were also taught how the Treaty of
Versailles cast a dark shadow over Germany from
1918 until Hitler took power in January 1933. In those

“4 A German
schoolroom
in 1933

years, Germany was ruled by what became known as
the ‘Weimar Government’. Despite some real signs of
hope and recovery in the mid 1920s, these were grim
years for most German people.

Many Germans blamed the Weimar politicians
for failing to end their problems. Extreme left- and
right-wing political parties put torward wildly
different solutions and clashed in outbursts of street
violence. The economy suffered terribly as German
industry and farming struggled to overcome problems
caused by the Treaty of Versailles and then by the
worldwide Great Depression that ruined trade in
the early 1930s. Unemployment was high and wages
were low.

It was during these years that the Nazis first
spread their own ideology (ideas and beliefs). You can
get a sense of these from the list of Nazi demands on
page 13.

Reflect Record

What does the
photograph tell us about
education in Germany
after the Nazis gained
power in 19332

Use pages 12 and 13 to make a ‘control card’ about ‘Nazi ideology (january 1933)",
On one side describe the key Nazi ideas in 1933. You can’t write about thern all,
so choose three or four that you think were most important, considering the
context of the time. On the back of the card explain why these ideas would have
helped the Nazi Party build its support so easily in the following year.

)

How were the Nazis able to take control of Germany so quickly?

The main Nazi demands

Scrap the Treaty of Versailles. the Nazis
pelieved that Germany should ignore the harsh
restrictions placed on it by the Allies, especially
those that restricted the armed forces. They also
wanted to take back former German lands that
had been given to nations such as Poland.

o Brot und Arbeit (‘Bread and Work' for all): these
bare necessities were promised to all unemployed
Germans so0 that their needs would be met and
the German people would be more united and
contented.

Destroy Marxism: Marxism is a type of
communism. The Bolsheviks (a Marxist party)
had led the communist revolution in Russia in
1917. According to the Nazis, the Bolsheviks
were led by Jews. They needed to be stopped so
that they could not stir up a similar communist
revolution in Germany.

¢ Subdue the Jews: Nazi ideas were fuelled by
anti-Semitism. This means that they saw Jews
as Untermenschen (sub-humans). Jews were
blamed as the cowards who had made Germany
surrender in 1918, as the cominunists who had
plotted revolution and as the money-grabbers who
had benefitted at the expense of the poor

& Ensure Aryan supremacy: the Nazis believed
that northern Europeans were Ubermenschen
{(super humans), they called the Slavs of eastern
Europe Dungervolk (dung-people) The ideal
Aryan had blond hair and blue eyes but northern
Europeans without these features could still be
considered Aryan.

Fight for Lebensraum (living space): Lebensraum
was needed to grow the food that the German
people needed. The Nazis wanted to take large
parts of eastern Furope by force, believing that it
was wasted on the Slavs who lived there.

Build Nationalism: the Nazi extreme form of
patriotism included the belief that Germany
should be run by Germans for Germans. The
Nazis believed that foreign influence, or the
involvement of non-Aryans, especially Jews,
should be removed from society.

Strengthen central government: in Germany
there was a tradition of'local government having
lots of power to make decisions The Nazis
believed that this should be removed and the
power of the central national government should
be increased

Nationalise important industries: the Nazis
believed that services, such as the supply of
electricity, water and railway transport, should be
provided by the government for the good of the
nation rather than by independent companies for
private profit.

Improve education: education was seen by

the Nazis as crucial to improving the economy.
They believed that Germans needed an improved
education system so that the German people
could work more efficiently, make Germany
strong again and learn to accept Nazi ideology.

These ideas and beliefs made a powerful blend. Relatively few Germans
accepted all of them but there was something in Nazi ideology that appealed
to many members of the population. Here is how one farmer described his

own response to the Nazis in 1934:

From Why I Became a Nazi, written in 1934. The author was a farmer who had

ft_:_pght in the First World War.,

[After November 1918] ... the consequences of the betrayal of the nation became more and i, Which aspects of Nazi
more evident. ... The Jew was at fault for all our misery. [In the 1920s] ... we al shared the
same desire to wipe out the existing system which had come to power by betrayal of the people
and country. We wanted ... no social groups and classes but only the German peaple, farmer?

The Leader spoke of the threatened ruin of our nation and of the resurrection under the Third 2. There are other aspects
Reich, How insignificant had afl parties become to my eyes, How despicable was communisrm.
[Hitler] gave us faith in the German people. If we won, Germany was saved: if we were
defeated, a gate would open up and Moscow’s Red (communist) hordes would swarm in and

plunge Europe into a night of misery.

Reflect

ideology have obviously
appealed to this German

of the list above that the
German farmer did not refer
to. Does this mean that he
was not a true Nazi?

)




@ Establishing the dictatorship,
January=july 1933

In just over six months, between January and July 1933, the Nazis effectively
established their dictatorship. They did this in four steps. First, they removed
their main rivals, the Communists. Next they removed the German democracy.
Third, they began creating fear in the German population and finally they
removed the last elements of external opposition: the trades unions and other
political parties.

As you read through these steps, consider what was happening and why it
enabled the Nazi Party to have more power.

Step H Removing the Communists ¥ The Reichstag building ablaze on the night of 27 February 1933

The Nazi suppression of —
communism in Germany was

greatly helped by an event that

shocked the nation.

—

The Reichstag Fire

At 9.25 p.m. on 27 February 1933,
the Berlin Fire Department was
called to the Reichstag government
building (the German equivalent
of the Houses of Parliament). By
the time they arrived, the heart of
the building was engulfed by fire
as shown in this photograph.

By 11.30 p.m. the fire was
out, the building was completely
ruined and a culprit had been
arrested: Marinus Van der Lubbe,
a young Dutch Communist. You
can see a picture of him on the
next page.

Whether Van der Lubbe
actually started the fire is
questionable as the evidence is
not particularly convincing. Some
historians claim that it was in fact
the Nazis who were responsible.
Regardless, the important fact is
that Van der Lubbe was convicted
of the crime and at his trial he said
he had started the fire in protest
at the condition of the German
working class. He also insisted
strongly that ‘I set fire to the
Reichstag all by myself”.

The Nazis, however, sowed
seeds of doubt in the public’s
mind, suggesting that as a
Communist Party member, Van
der Lubbe had been working
as part of a wider Communist
network and plot.

How were the Nazis able to take control of Germany so quickly?

-—"-'---——_

The consequences of the Reichstag Fire

As he watched the Reichstag burning, Hitler made it clear what the
Marxists could expect in the days that followed:

There will be no mercy now. Anyone who stands in our way will be cut down. The German
peopte will not tolerate leniency.

van der Lubbe was sentenced to death and was guillotined in January
1934, three days before his twenty-fifth birthday. But by then his actions
had brought far wider consequences. Ignoring Van der Lubbe’s claim to
have been working alone, the official reports stated that this event was
intended as the start of a civil war led by the Communists. Hitler and the
Nazi elite seized upon this to crush their Communist opponents.

As part of the existing Weimar constitution, President Hindenberg, a
right-wing nationalist who was not himself a member of the Nazi Party,
had the power to pass laws without consent from the Reichstag in an
emergency. Immediately following the fire, Hitler contacted
Hindenberg and persuaded him to use this power to pass the
Reichstag Fire Decree the following day, 28 February 1933. Tt
consisted of six articles:

» Article 1 restricted civil liberties such as the
rights of a citizen when under arrest, freedom
of expression, freedom of the press, the right to
public assembly and the secrecy of the post and
telephone.

o Articles 2 and 3 increased the power of the
central government, giving powers normally
only held by local regional government.

& Articles 4 and 5 established very harsh
punishments for certain crimes including the
death penalty for arson to public buildings.

» Article 6 stated that the decree took effect on
the day it was announced.

Reflect

Which of the Reichstag Fire Decree’s six articles do you
think was the most significant?

More than 4000 Communists were arrested during the week of the
fire. They included over 100 Reichstag deputies and Ernst Thélmann, the
leader of the Party. The Communist press and Communist meetings were
banned. This was crucial as an election had been scheduled for the first
week in March.

Whether the Nazis had planned the fire or whether they were cleverly
Teacting to a coincidence, they had used it to remove their biggest
political enemy in the Reichstag. Now they had the option of gaining a
full majority in parliament.

Reflect

What do Hitler’s words tefl us
about his intentions following the
Reichstag Fire?

A Marinus Van der Lubbe, 1933

Record

Complete your third card, with

the heading ‘The Reichstag Fire
{February 1933). On one side of
the card describe what happened in
the fire and its consequences. On
the other side explain why the fire
played such an important part in
the tightening of Nazi control over

Germany.




Step 2: Removing German democracy

with an election scheduled for 5 March 1933 and the
Communist threat neutralised, the Nazis were confident of
electoral success. In February they used the SA
stormtroopers to intimidate other parties, breaking up
meetings of the Social Democrats, the second largest party in
the Reichstag. In the week leading up to the election, the SA
and 85 moved menacingly through the streets of Germany
{as seen in the photograph on the right). Their message was
clear - support for other ideas would not be tolerated. In his
2004 book, The Coming of the Third Reich, historian Richard J.
Evans describes how, in the days before the March election,

A combination of terror, repression and propaganda was mobilized in every
community, farge and smafl, across the land.

Despite this, the Nazi party still failed to achieve an outright
majority in the Reichstag, winning only 288 of 647 seats.

By forming a coalition with the Nationalist DNVP Party,
however, they managed to gain an additional 52 seats. This
finally gave them the majority that had eluded them in 1932.
They could now pass any legislation they wished. With this
new majority in the Reichstag, Hitler made his move.

The Enabling Act — 24 March 1933

On 24 March 1933 the members of the Reichstag met in
the Kroll Opera House where Hitler gave a long speech
introducing an Enabling Act. Its official title was the Law to
Remedy the Distress of People and Reich.

The Enabling Act gave the cabinet and importantly
the office of Chancellor the power to pass any law they
wished without the consent or control of the Reichstag. The
debating chamber was surrounded by SA soldiers as an act
of intimidation and, with the Communist leaders locked up
following the fire, only the 94 Social Democrats voted against
the Act; 444 members voted to pass it. In doing so, they
effectively disbanded democracy and the German Reichstag.
Hitler was legally made dictator of Germany.

Reflect

How useful are these two photographs and the quotation from
historian Richard |. Evans for a historian studying how the
Nazis tightened their control of Germany in March 19337

Record

Complete your fourth card. Use the heading ‘Removing
demacracy (March 1933). On one side of the card,
summarise the March 1933 election and the Enabling Act.
On the other side, explain how they helped to tighten the
Nazi grip on Germany.

A A police officer and an SA brownshirt patrolling the streets on
the moming of the election of 5 March 1933

i Adolf Hitler introducing the Enabling Act in the Reichstag,
24 March 1933
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How were the Nazis able to take control of Germany so quickly?

step 3: Gleichschaltung - bringing Germany into line

Now that the Nazis had the power to create whatever laws they wished,
they began creating the Germany they had been planning since the party
was formed in 1919. They called this process Gleichschaltung, meaning co-
ordination or bringing into line. It had many different aspects but what
it meant to ordinary Germans was the creation of a culture of fear and
repression. This was the next important step in the Nazis gaining full power
over the country.

Here are four particularly important early aspects of Gleichschaltung:

| The Civil Service Act

Civil servants are those people who carry out the duties of the
government, both nationally and locally. As the Nazis wanted to control
government, their attention soon fell on this group of individuals. In
February 1933, quite soon after Hitler had become Chancellor, many
high-ranking civil servants were removed from their posts. Then, on

7 April, the Act for the Restoration of the Professional Civil Service was
passed. 1t required the dismissal (firing) of anyone who was a political
opponent of the Nazis or anyone who was non-Aryan. This meant that
Jews and political opponents could no longer serve as teachers, judges or
university lecturers, as all these professions were counted as part of the
Civil Service,

Refleci

Why do you think this Civil Service Act was an important step towards the
Nazis taking full control of German life?

¥ Richard Stern in the doorway of his
bookshap during the boycott of Jewish
businesses, April 1933

2 The official encouragement of anti-Semitism

The Nazis had always had anti-Semitic views. As soon as
they took power they began putting these into operation.
The first wave of legislation focused on excluding Jews from
public life. The Civil Service Act removed them from the civil
service and in April further legislation restricted the number
of Jews studying in universities. In the same month, further
laws began curtailing ‘Jewish activity’ in legal and medical
jobs. These were the first steps in the persecution that would
eventually lead to the Holocaust.

On 1 April 1933, as part of this rise in anti-Semitism, the
Nazis organised a day-long boycott of all Jewish businesses.
Anti-Semitic sighs were put up on shop fronts and SA
guards were posted outside shops to discourage people from
entering. This was the first of many boycotts of Jewish
businesses.

This photograph shows Richard Stern, a shopkeeper in
Cologne, standing in his shop doorway while an SA guard
stands duty. Stern is wearing his war medal, the Iron Cross,
to remind passers-by of his loyalty and heroism in the First
World War. His face seems to show bewilderment at what he,
like most Jews, saw as a ridiculous situation. Fifteen years
earlier they had fought for their country. Now they were
being systematically persecuted.




3 Book burning

The Nazis did not want to just bring people into
line according to party or race: they also wanted to
control ideas. Encouraged by Goebbels' Propaganda
Ministry, Nazi student groups were urged o take
part in action against what was called ‘Un-German
Spirit’. On 10 May 1933 in university cities across
Germany, Nazi students burnt 25,000 volumes of
‘un-German’ books These included works by
Jewish and Commumst authors or anyone else
whom the Nazis deemed to be un-German.

Speaking at the book burning in Berlin on 10 May
1933, Joseph Goebbels, Reich Minister for Public
Enlightenment and Propaganda, declared:

German men and women! The age of arrogant Jewish
intellectualism 1s now at an end! ... You are doing tha right
thing at this midnight hour — to consign to the flames the
unclean spirt of the past. This is a great, powerful, and
symbolic act. ... Qut of these ashes the phoenix of a new age
will arise. .. Oh Century! Oh Science! It is & joy to be alive!

A Members of the SA and students burning books, 1933

4 The use of terror

In 1933, the Nazis turned their full
force against their opponents. Jews,
Communists, Social Democrats and
trades unions all faced the wrath of the
SA and the SS. It is difficult to know exact
numbers but most historians believe that
up to 600 were murdered in 1933 and,
by October of that year, over 100,000
had been arrested. Many of these people
were imprisconed in concentration camps,
which were set up all over Germany, the
first being at Dachau in March 1933.

The SA became increasingly violent.
In June 1933, in what has become known
as the Kdpenick Week of Blood, a Social
Democrat shot three SA stormtroopers. In
retaliation, the SA arrested 500 men and

tortured them so severely that 91 died. 4 Nazi opponents being arrested, 1933

f""'-___-..-_

How were the Nazis able to take control of Germany so quickly?

Step 4: Removing opposition

By late spring in 1933, the power of the Nazi Party and the government had
increased considerably but there were still two non-Nazi groups of potential
OppONENts — other political parties and the trades unions. In the four months
leading up to July 1933, both these threats were systematically removed.

Record

Use pages |17 and 18 to complete your fifth card using the heading
‘Gleichschaitung (February to July 1933)". On one side, summarise,
with specific evidence, the most important changes imposed by the
Nazis in these months. On the reverse, explain why this enabled the
Nazis to gain tighter control.

Reflect

I. What do you notice about the pace of
change in the first six months of 1933?
2. What does this suggest about

the Nazis?

Trades unions

Trades unions are set up to protect the rights of
workers, fighting for better pay and conditions. They
are traditionally very left wing and, as a result, the
majority of the unionists in 1933 were against the Nazi
Party and their ideology.

In February 1933, fearing that trades unions would
organise a strike to demonstrate their opposition, the
Nazis arrested the main union leaders. The remaining
leaders felt that the only workable option was to co-
operate with the Nazis rather than work against them.
They met Goebbels to see if a compromise could be
agreed between the two groups. Goebbels promised
all workers an annual holiday in honour of German
labour, which pleased the union leaders.

The: Day of National Labour on 1 May was a great
success with over a million crowding on to Tempelhof
airfield in Berlin to hear leading Nazis speak. However,
the trades union leaders had been duped. On 2 May,
the offices of every left-wing trades union were raided,
the leaders arrested and their newspapers shut down.
Assets and membership were put under the control of
the Nazi-led German Labour Front (DAF). (For more
details about the DAF see page 47)

Other political parties

Although the Enabling Act made the Reichstag
redundant, as the Nazis could make laws without
it, other political parties still existed and began
complaining about the Nazi changes.

The Social Democrats (SD) had been the largest
party before 1932 and once the trades unions were
removed they became the next Nazi target. On 10 May,
the Nazis claimed that there had been corrupt use of
SD funds and so seized all 8D offices and wealth, with
many leaders fleeing as a result. On 21 June, Frick
used an emergency decree to ban the Social Democrats
as a 'dangerous enemy’. In total, 3000 party workers
were arrested, imprisoned and tortured.

Once other parties saw this, they knew a similar
fate awaited them. Rather than be arrested, one by
one the remaining parties dissolved themselves (shut
themselves down) in late June and early July.

On 14 July 1933, the Act to Ban New Parties was
passed. The Nazis were now running a one-party state
with no official opposition. You might imagine that
Hitler would have been satisfied but, as you will see,
he soon turned his attention to crushing disloyalty and
any hint of opposition inside his own Nazi ranks.

| Mass support for Hitler and
sy the Nazi Party at a Labour Day
eventin the Lustgarten, Berlin,
May 1933
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Record

Complete your sixth card.
Use the title ‘Removing
external opposition (May
to July 1933). On one
side, summmarise how the
Nazis removed the threat
from trades unions and
other political parties, On
the other, explain why this
increased the Nazis” hold

on Germany.
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The consequences of the Night of the Long Knives

In the days after the Night of the Long Knives, Hitler used the radio
and other media to assure everyone in Germany and beyond that
all was under control, and that the deaths and arrests had been for
the good of Germany. Historians can now see how they actually
accelerated Hitler's move towards total control of German life
through consequences such as those shown in the chart below.

Soon after the Night of the Long Knives, one retired army officer Reflect
saw that many generals and other serving soldiers were expressing
their joy at the fall of the SA. He told them:

Does the comment made by the retired
officer (see left) support the view that
the Night of the Long Knives created a

if you laok on without lifting a finger, you will meet the same fate
J 9 ger. ¥ culture of fear?

sooner or later,

The power of the SA was reduced: The Nazi regime gained a strange legal
The Night of the Long Knives certainly curbed grounding:
the power of the SA. Its leaders now knew the The Night of the Long Knives involved the
consequences of questioning Hitler. The role of execution without trial of at least 85 people. In
the SA was reduced, although it continued to a speech to the Reichstag on 13 July 1934, Hitler
exist. Its membership dropped severely from insisted that he was the ‘supreme judge of the
2.9 million in August 1934 to 1.6 million German people’. He had established that ‘extra
by October 1935. judicial’ killing by the regime was acceptable.
. -
™~ e

Consequences of
the Night of the

Long Knives A culture of fear

\- was created:
(30 June 1934) ™~ The S8, nct)?:he SA,
| ™ now became the key
instrument of Nazi
terror in the German
state. The culture
of fear that followed
the Night of the Long
Knives was by far
its most important
consequence.

The loyalty of the army
was secured: /
The army (the Reichswehr)

knew that Hitler had made
a choice between them and
the SA. When he chose to
give his support to the army
they repaid him with great
loyalty. General Blomberg,
the head of the Reichswehy,
congratulated Hitler on

his ‘soldierly decision' to
deal with the ‘“traitors and
murderers’.

The rise of the 88 and Heinrich
Himmler was established:

The success of the Night of the Long

Knives was largely down to the SS and
Heinrich Himmler who had co-ordinated

it. Himmler's men were crucial in

the operation, leading the arrests and
murdering the opponents. Before this, the
88 had been a relatively small off-shoot of
the SA. They had now proven their loyalty,
and rose in prominence. Himmler would go
on to become one of the most powerful men
in Germany. '

r __

Record

Use the information on pages 21-22 to write a card about
‘The Night of the Long Knives (June and July 1934). On
one side, summarise the main events. On the other, explain
how the consequences helped the Nazis to increase their
control.

How were the Nazis able to take control of Germany so quickly?

¥ President Hindenberg on

ming the Fiihrer
Beco g his deathbed, August 1934

There was now just one final obstacle to Hitler assuming
full power: President Hindenburg. Although Hitler

was Chancellor and had the power to make laws, the
German constitution allowed the president to block ?

N

F

any action by a chancellor. However, by late July it
was clear that President Hindenburg would not be v
an obstacle for much longer: the 87 year old was |
dying. On 1 August, Hitler visited the President who, i
in his deluded state, referred to him as ‘Your Majesty’
Hindenburg was at death’s door. Hitler and the
Nazis worked quickly to pass legislation
and seize the moment.

Later that day, the Act concerning
the Head of State was passed. At the
moment of Hindenburg's death, the -
office and power of the President 1
would be merged with that of the
Chancellor under the new title of
Fithrer. That moment came a day , XA
later, at 9 a.m. on 2 August 1934. _ | . | P

Hitler was now Fiihrer, literally -
meaning ‘leader’. He was the dictator
of Germany, with full power, a
position he would hold until he
committed suicide in April 1945,

“i Adolf Hitter delivering
one of his first
speeches as Fihrer,
August 1934

Record

Complete your final card. Use the
title ‘Becoming the Fiihrer (August
[934)’. On one side, summarise
the events around the death of
Hindenburg. On the other, explain
why these events gave Hitler total
control over Germany.

Review

By now you should have nine ‘Nazi control cards’ and a good understanding of
how Hitler and the Nazis took control of Germany. Use them to reinforce your
knowledge and deepen your understanding. You could:

a) Place the cards ‘summary side up". Test how many of the explanations about
the Nazis' increasing power you can remember

b) Place the cards ‘explanation side up' and see how well you can remember
the relevant events and dates on the summary side

¢) Place the cards along a timeline in chronological (date) order. Leave short
gaps between events that came close together in time and wider gaps for
events that were separated by longer pericds of time. What do you notice
about the pace of change?

d} Keep the cards in chronoclogical order. Move them up or down depending on
how significant each one was in helping the Nazis take control of Germany

between 1933 and 1934




‘CLOSER LOOK |

The ‘dark charisma’ of Adolf Hitler

Laurence Rees 1s 2 British historian who

specialises in the history of Nazi Germany and

the Second World War. In 2012, he produced a
BBC TV documentary about Adolf Hitler and
wrote a book to accompany the series. Rees
wanted to understand why 8o many people in

Germany followed Hitler, He pointed out that, in

many ways, Hitler's personality made his
popularity untikely:

Adolf Hitler was, at first sight, the most unlikely leader
of a sophisticated state at the heart of Europe. He was
incapable of normal human friendships, unable to debate
inteliectually, filed with hatred and prejudice, bereft of
any real capacity to Jove ...

But alongside these negative aspects of his
personality, Hitler possessed great powers of
persuasion. Many of the people whom Rees
interviewed spoke of Hitler's ‘charisma’;

When pressed on the reason why they found such a
strange figure so persuasive they pointed to a myriad
of factors, like the circumstances of the time, their
fears, their hopes and so on. But many also described
the powerful sense of attraction they felt for Hitler —
something that a number of people ascribed to his
‘charisma’.

Hitler had a remarkable ability to connect
with an audience. People who met him often
commented on the intensity of his gaze. Those
who heard his speeches were often inspired by
his certainty about Germany's destiny and by
his emotional intensity. Rees explained:

The ability to feel events emotionally and to demonstrate
that emotion to others was a crucial part of his
charismatic appeal.

& Adolf Hitler, ¢,1933

But, in the end, Hitler’s charisinatic leadership, and his popularity with
many German people, allowed him to do terrible things Hitler's charisma
was a ‘dark charisma’. Laurence Rees believes that there 15 a warning in

this for our lives today

. . only by understanding how those who seek power try to influence us, and how we often
actively participate in our own manipulation, can we finally understand the dangers we
face if we leave rationality and scepticism aside and, instead, put our faith in a leader with

charisma,

All quotations are from Laurence Rees's book, The Dark Charisma of Adoif

H_itlgr: Leading Miﬂiogs into the Abyss, published in 2012. -
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The ‘dark charisma’ of Adolf Hitler
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I Hitler giving a speech during
the election campaign for
the Reich’s Presidency,

Reflect

How do the photographs on the
page opposite support Laurence
Rees’s view that Hitler was a
charismatic leader?

< Hitler and SA troops at the

Brown House, Munich, ¢.193¢

4 Hitler meeting workers at the Siemens

factory, Berlin, 10 November 1933




A crowd celebrating the launch of a German ship in 1936

The Enquiry

In 1933, only 33 per cent of the population had voted
for the Nazis and yet three years later it appeared that
support was widespread. This photograph was taken

in 1936, at the launch of 2 new navy ship in Hamburg.
The crowd stands with outstretched arms saluting their
Fiihrer with the Hitlergrusse (Hitler greeting).

The Nazis spent a lot of time and effort to win this
sort of response from the German people. At first
sight, the image suggests that they had established the
total control that they wanted. But look again. To the
right and top of the crowd, one man stands with his
arms defiantly folded in protest. This man is August
Landmesser. Until 1935, Landmesser had been a Nazi
but was expelled from the party when its new laws
stopped him from marrying the love of his life, Irma
Eckler, who was Jewish. From that day, Landmesser

526‘

openly defied the Nazis. He and Irma lived together and
had two children before she was murdered in a death
camp in 1942. August Landmesser was killed in action in
1944 after being forced to fight in the German army.

In this enquiry you will build up a bigger picture about
three aspects of Nazi rule, 1933-39:

® how the Nazis controlled the people through fear

@ how the Nazis tried to win the hearts and minds of
the German people through propaganda

@ the extent to which there was opposition to the
Nazi regime from the people in Germany.

At the end you will explain why it was so hard to
oppose Nazi rule in Germany and how typical was the
opposition of people like August Landmesser.

What made it so hard to oppose Nazi rule?

The main method of Nazi control was through its machinery of terror, a
complex system of intimidation, intelligence gathering and policing. The
point of this was to remove any element of direct opposition to Nazi rule and
Jeave the rest of the population in such a state of fear that they felt compelled
to blindly follow the Nazi rules.

Record

in the centre of an A3 sheet of paper, make a simple
copy of the image shown here. Leave lots of space
around the edges. At the top, write the heading
“The Nazi machinery of terror’.

As you work through pages 27 to 3| surround the 2% .
irmage with notes about each part of the Nazi B J
‘machinery of terror’ that you learn about. Be sure y rl‘."l\“‘

to summarise what each part of the Nazi machine
of terror did and how it kept people in fear.

Start by using the information below to summarise
what you have learned about the man at the centre
of the machinery of terror: Heinrich Himmler.

Himmler and the SS

Heinrich Himmler was born in Munich to a middle-class family and joined
the Nazis in 1923. He became a member of the SS (Schutzstaffel), an off-
shoot group of the SA with around 250 members whose job was to provide a
bodyguard for Hitler. Tn 1929, Himmler was made leader (Reichsfiihrer} of the
$5 and he began transforming this tiny group into an elite paramilitary force.

Its members, who wore special black uniforms with the 8S double
lightning bolt logo, had a reputation for blind obedience and total
commitment. Unlike the SA, the SS was kept small. By 1933, it still had
only 52,000 members, compared with 3 million in the SA. Himmler was
Tuthless about selection, focusing on men of pure German blood who had
the ideal Aryan features (see page 54).

It was in 1934 that the SS truly rose to power. On the Night of the
Long Knives (see page 21) the dominance of the SA was removed and
from that point Hitler looked to the obedience and ruthlessness of the SS to
carry out purges, removing his enemies. The SS was made an independent
organisation and over the next few years Himmler absorbed more and more
of the policing power over Germany. In 1836, he became Reichsfithrer and
Chief of all German Police, which made him one of the most powerful men
In Nazi Germany.

Himmler once summed up his views by saying:

Heinrich Himmler, c.1934

The best political weapon Is the weapen of terror. Cruelty commands respect
IMlen may hate us. But we don't ask for their love; only for their fear.

Reflact

Why do think Himmler wanted to be Chief of Police as well as
head of the 557

27




Intelligence gathering

In order to control the German -
people, the Nazis monitored
them closely through an
claborate intelligence-gathering
system.

The SD

The SD (Sicherheitsdienst or
Secret Service in English) was
the main official intelligence-
gathering agency. QOriginally
set up to serve the Nazi Party,
it developed under its sinister
leader, Reinhard Heydrich, and
became the state Secret Service
in 1938.

The role of the SD was to
identify actual or potential
enemies of the Nazi leadership.
It had a few hundred full-time
agents and several thousand
volunteer informants. Historians
investigating the SD have
found that most SD agents were
relatively young, well-educated
men who showed no sign of
being fanatical Nazis.

The 8D focused on any
opposition to the party itself.

It spied on all aspects of
education, the arts, government
and administration, as well

as churches and the Jewish
community. It also tracked
foreign reporting of German
affairs and looked out for spy
networks serving other nations.

From their findings, agents
wrote extensive reports on
the morale and attitude of the
German people. These enabled
the Nazi leadership to monitor
the impact of the changes they
made and to tailor propaganda
as and when it was necessary.
The SD did not take action
against individuals but passed
information on to those who did
- the Gestapo.

28

Reinhard Heydrich
The leader of the SD was Reinhard Heydrich. This photograph of him
sharing time with his wife and sons on a beach may suggest that he wag
a kind and homely figure but nothing could be further from the truth.
Hitler once described Heydrich as ‘the man with the iron heart’.

Heydrich joined the SS in 1931 and made such an impression on the
Nazi leadership that he was asked to lead the new SD the following year
By 1934, he was also head of the Gestapo. This put him at the epicentre
of the Nazi regime and his fingerprints can be seen on nearly every
notable and horrific event committed by that regime in the following
decade. In 1934, it was his Gestapo team that built a dossier of evidence
against Rohm and carried out many of the murders during the Night of
the Long Knives,

In June 1936, when all the police forces of Germany were united into
a single force, Himmler became its director, with Heydrich as his deputy
From this point, they were the two most important people in controlling
the German nation.

Reinhard Heydrich on the heach with his family, €.1935

Reflect

What made Reinhard Heydrich such a
powerful man in Germany by 19367

The Gestapo

The Gestapo (Secret Police) was undoubtedly the most
infamous organisation within the Nazi terror system.
similar to the SD, the Gestapo spied on the public to
remove any opposition. Whereas the SD was originally
2 Nazi organisation, the Gestapo began as the Prussian
state police and was expanded into a nationwide group,
a0t directly controlled by the party itselt. Goring,

its original leader, said its task was 'to investigate all
political activities in the entire state that pose a danger
to the state’. This explains why it made sense to put

the Gestapo alongside the SD, under the control of
Heydrich in 1936.

At its height, the Gestapo had 15,000 active officers
to police a population of 66 million. This works out as
only one officer per 4,400 people. Yet even with such
low numbers, the Gestapo was deeply feared. It was
a highly effective, ruthless organisation that had the
power to arrest and imprison any person suspected of
opposing the Nazi state.

In the early years afier 1933, the Gestapo focused
on the Nazis' political opponents but, later on, Jews,
homosexuals and religious dissenters were also
targeted.

It was the Gestapo's ability to identify opponents
that gave them such frightening power. They could
tap telephones and open mail, but mostly they relied
on informers who might pass on remarks they had
overheard or just general suspicions. A lot of useful
information came from the Nazi party’s system of Block
Leaders that had originally been set up to spread the
Nazi message. The Block Leaders were men who were
given the job of getting to know the people living in the
40 ta 60 residences in their local area. This extract from

What made it so hard to oppose Nazi rule?

an article in a Nazi magazine written in 1934 explains
what the Block Leader (or Warden) should aim to do:

The Block warden knows very well all the party members and non-
party members in his district. He must know about their families
and jobs, as well as alt other personal relationships. He must

know their concerns, whether large or small. He must know their
political and social opinions ... Showing friendliness and concern
to both party members and nan-party members, sharing and
understanding their joys and sorrows, must and will help to win the
confidence of our people’s comrades such that in time they come
10 see the cell or block leader as a kind of political pastor (priest).

Other tip offs (or ‘denunciations”) came from the
general public. All denunciations, no matter how
trivial, were investigated and the accused were
brought into Gestapo offices for interrogation. Quite
often the Gestapo discovered that a tip-off was based
on a grudge. For example, one housewife in Mannheim
told the Gestapo her husband was always criticising
the Nazis. When they investigated the case, it emerged
that the wife wanted her hushand to be taken away so
that she could continue a love affair she was having
with a soldier.

The aim of interrogation was to get the accused to
confess. Memoirs of survivors tell us that torture, such
as beatings with rubber truncheons or bamboo canes,
sleep deprivation and electrocution, was sometimes
used. The extent of this is difficult to evaluate as the
Gestapo destroyed almost all its papers in the final
days of the war. Only three sets of records remain,
from Speyer, Wurzburg and Diisseldorf. These reveal
the sources that led to each person's arrest. This chart
shows what these were in a batch of 825 arrests made
in Diisseldorfin 1933-34:

Reflect

3% : .
(SE T In his book The Gestapo, 2015,
i 26% Other cantrol groups, e.g. regular police, SD and 5% the historian Frank McDonough

Local Gestapo investigations

16%

Lacal government/employers

17%

13% Qther Nazi groups

15% Unknown

% Sources leading to arrests in Diisseldorf, 1933--34

Interrogation of prisoners

has written that:

Nazi propaganda fiked to give the
impression that Gestapo officers
were everywhere. Nothing could
be further from the truth,

How useful are the extract
from the 934 article about
Block Leaders, the data in the
pie chart and this statement

by Frank McDonough, for a
historian studying the Gestapo?
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The police, judges and courts

When the Nazis took control of Germany they inherited a justice system
that had professional and independent police and judges. They did not
‘ abolish this but sought to modify and control it. Any potential enemies were
removed from their ranks and Nazis were moved into leadership positions.

those found guilty.

| Police

Many police reacted positively to Nazi
rule as their powers were extended. The
Nazis centralised police organisations

: and provided them with far better
funding. In 1936, the police were put

| under the control of the SS and were

i encouraged to join its forces. The Orpo
(ordinary police) and Kripo (criminal

: police) continued to carry out their

; everyday duties in the community and
investigated crimes, as they had done
before the Nazi takeover of power, but
they also became an important part of
the terror system, providing intelligence
on potential enemies and arresting them,
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| Controlling the justice system meant that the Nazis could fully enforce any
new laws they passed and issue whatever punishments they wanted against

Members of police forces run a race in full uniform to show their fitness at a Nazi rally, 1937

Judges and courts

Judges had to swear an oath to Hitler, and sentences during the
Nazi era became more severe. The number of criminal offences
punishable by a death sentence rose from 3 in 1933 to 46 in 1943;
40,000 people were sent to their deaths. Many of these death
sentences were given by the People’s Court (see page 20) where
the lack of a jury and predetermined guilty verdicts meant the
proceedings were no more than show trials.

In 1936, Professor Karl Eckhardt, a Nazi legal expert summed up
the system of justice in Germany at that time:

The judge is to safeguard the order of the racial community, to prosecute all acts
harmful to the community and to arbitrate in disagreements. The National Socialist
ideology, especially as expressed in the party programme and in the speeches of
our Filhrer, is the basis for interpreting legal sources.

Reflect

Which development do you think would have frightened the German
people more: the ending of trial by jury or the control of the police by
the 5§57

A judge swearing loyalty to Hitler, 1936

Concentration camps

Other than execution, the ultimate punishment for those
wunted down by the terror system was the concentration
camp. Unlike the extermination camps, such as Auschwitz,
whose primary purpose was killing people, these
concentration camps aimed to gather people who threatened
the state and to ‘concentrate’ them in places where they
could be kept away from society and in harsh conditions.

The early years

Over 70 concentration camps were set up in 1933 to
imprison 45,000 Communists, trades unionists and other
political opponents. These early ‘wild’ camps gave out
gxtreme punishments, to the extent that some guards were
jailed for torturing prisoners. Many were run by the SA, and
these were so disorganised and had such extreme conditions
that they became an embarrassment and were closed in the
second half of 1933. Most prisoners were freed at that point
and the total number of prisoners dropped to 7500.

Later years and ‘Death’s Head’ units

In June 1933, Theador Eicke was appointed to run Dachau
and bring order to the chacs. His Death's Head units,
guards who wore skulls on their 8S hats, established a code
of conduct that was used in all the camps, with specific
punishments for different offences. Lesser offences could
result in a diet of only bread and water, while greater ones
could result in flogging or beatings carried out in front of
other prisoners. In 1937, HHimmler declared that guards
could not be sent to jail for their actions and deaths went up
dramatically at the camps. At Dachau there were 69 deaths
in 1937 nearly seven times as many as in the previous vear.
During the same period, the camps also began using the
prisoners for labour, forcing them to carry out manual work
in and out of the camps.

- In the early years, the camps mostly imprisoned political
opponents but, by the mid-1930s, other groups began to

arrive - criminals, the work shy, religious opponents and to a lesser extent

What made it so hard to oppose Nazi rule?
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Dachau, Germany, 1938. Inmates at a

Jews. In 1938, at Buchenwald, 4600 of the 8000 inmates were ‘work shy’. roll-call
Camp authorities imposed a uniform on the imprisoned, and different groups
were forced to wear different-coloured triangles. By the start of the war, the

total number of prisoners had risen again to 21,000.

Reflect

Why might the Nazis have been embarrassed by the early camps but not by what

they became later on?

Record

Complete the diagram as described on page 27. Add a paragraph explaining why

this ‘Machinery of Terror’ worked so well.

o
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Fear is not enough to control a population. In order for
the Nazis to strengthen their control over the German
people, they also needed to win their hearts and minds.
On 13 March 1933, the Ministry of Public Enlightenment
and Propaganda was created. The man in charge was
Joseph Goebbels, a highly intelligent and driven Nazi,
who established a wide range of propaganda designed to

spread the Nazi message and crush any dissenting views.

Record

On a second A3 sheet of paper, make a new notes diagram
with a simple copy of this sketch of Joseph Goebbels at the
centre. Use the heading ‘Nazi propaganda’. Surround
the image with notes on pages 32-36. Describe each

form of propaganda that you have read about and explain

1 its impact.

Newspapers

v Chamber in two ways

They took control of existing papers and closed any

The Nazis controlled newspapers through the Reich Press

opposttion papers down By 1939, they owned two-thirds

Joseph Goebhels, ¢.1934
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What made it so hard to oppose Nazi rule?

Radio

In the days before television, radio was the best way to get a message
across to the masses. In 1934, all national and local radio stations
across Germany were incorporated into the Reich Radio Company,
and the Ministry of Propaganda controlled its output. Goebbels

said that the first law of broadcast should be ‘Don’t be horing! but
most producers played it safe and played Nazi speeches along with
traditional German folk music or Hitler's favourite composer, Wagner.
American culture like jazz music was discouraged, as was music by
Jewish composers and songwriters.

The Nazis produced cheap radio sets, the People’s Receivers. These
were sold at a week's wage for the average manual worker and could
be paid for in instalments. In 1833, 1.5 million of these sets were
produced, and by 1939, 70 per cent of Germans had a radio in their
home, the highest percentage of any country in the world. To aid
control, the Pecple's Receiver had a very limited range, which meant
that they were not powerful enough to pick up foreign stations.

A 'People's Receiver’

Rallies

Glant rallies were held to emphasise and celebrate
the strength of the Nazi movement. They involved
speeches, choruses, marches, torch-lit parades
and even mock battles. The annual party rally at
Nuremberg was the largest of these and the 1934

For that 1934 rally, 500 trains carried 250,000
people to a specially built railway station from where
they went to stay in a city of tents constructed for
the event. A total of 30,000 swastika flags were
placed around the field, each with its own spotlight.

event lasted a whole week. (That is where the image At night, 152 searchlights projected beams of light
on pages §~9 was taken))

into the sky, producing what the Nazis called the

‘cathedral of light".

The whole event was filmed
by Leni Riefenstahl, a remarkable
woman with great creative gifts.
Her film, Triumph of the Will,
opened with shots of Hitler's
aeroplane descending from the
skies over Nuremberg, bringing
him to Earth like a god. At the
time, many of the crowd were

of all German newspapers and magazines. The Nazis even
published their own party newspapers, including the
sensationalist Der Sturmer (The Stormer). This printed anti-
Semuitic rants and cartoons like the one shown on this page
where a Jew is depicted crucifying Jesus

The Nazis controlled the content of newspapers. The Editor’s
Law meant editors were personally responsible for content
and were not allowed to print anything ‘which is calculated to
weaken the strength of the German Reich at home or abroad’
All journalists were forced to join the Reich Association of
the Press and Goebbels issued regular statements about what
could and could not be printed

A copy of Der Stirmer from 1937. The headline reads ‘Judaism against Christianity’
The article and the image encourage Germans to see Jews as enemies of Christians.
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Die Juden sind unser Ungltich!

moved by this semi-religious
atmosphere and became
hysterical when the Fithrer
made his appearances.

Leni Riefenstahl's camera crews
filming the Nuremberg Rally, 1934

Reflect

Why do you think Hitler and Goebbels asked Leni Riefenstahl to make Triumph of
the Will?
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J’.‘.’é fsz Posters

The Nazis were masters of the visual message

I <= Look at each of the posters in turn. JL
y e Propaganda posters were put up around towns {5 | ;
_andvillages across Germany throughout their l. What is the effect of the image and words on each e JOLES=
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Berlin Olympics )
In 1936, the Olympic Games were held in Berlin and
were used as an important piece of Nazi propaganda.
Olympic flags and swastikas covered Berlin, including
the new 100,000-seat stadium, one of the biggest in the
world at the time. Anti-Semitic signs were taken down
and German newspapers toned down their stories to
give the impression of a Germany that was acceptable
internationally

However, the Games promoted Aryan superiority and
the nearly all-Aryan German team emerged victorious,
winning the most medals. There were notable exceptions
though: Luz Long was the ultimate Aryan hero - a blond-
haired, blue-eyed German long jumper. Long broke the
Olympic record in the preliminary round, whereas his
opponent Jesse Owens, an African American who was far
from the Nazi Aryan ideal, fouled his first two attempts
Long, being sportsmanlike, gave Owens advice about
where to jump from and Owens went on to get the gold.
Long ended up with silver,

Carl Ludwig "Luz’ Long, winning silver in the long-jump event, 4 August 1936

Film

The 1930s were the golden age of cinema and in Germany

this was no different. As they did with other media, the Nazis
closely controlled films through a new organisation, the Reich
Film Chamber. Complicated laws and taxes limited the import
of foreign films and money was provided to make home-grown
German films. By 1939, two-thirds of all films made were state
financed.

In 1934, the Reich Cinema Law made it compulsory that
all scripts had to be pre-censored, which stopped production
of any films that criticised the Nazis. Films that glorified the
leader or criticised the Jews were encouraged but Goebbels
realised that overly political films would not be popular so
limited this to only 10 per cent of films made.

Films such as the one advertised by this poster were not
openly filled with propaganda but blended romance and drama
with themes that matched Nazi beliefs. In this case, a German
pilot is shot down over France during the First World War and
is rescued by a young French woman. Tt explores his duty in
this situation and is called Patriots.

Poster for the film Patrioten, 1937

What made it so hard to oppose Nazi rule?

Record

By now you should know how the Nazis tightened
their grip on the German people through terror

and propaganda. On the whole, their approach was
extremely successful, but it would be wrong to think
that everyone obediently followed the Nazis. Some
Germans resisted their grip and provided opposition.

On 2 third A3 sheet of paper, make a new notes
diagram with a simple copy of this sketch of
August Landmesser at the centre. Use the heading
‘Opposition to Nazi rule’. Surround the image
with notes on pages 37-4I1. For each person or
group, summarise how and why they took a stand
against the Nazis and what happened to them.

Record

Complete the diagram as described on page 32. Add a paragraph explaining why

Nazi propaganda worked so well.
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The Left

In the early years of the Third Reich, the most active and persi§tent
opposition came from the two left-wing political parties that reJected. the
right-wing ideology of the Nazis: the Social Democrats and Communists.

The Social Democrats The Communists - -
After the Nazi take-over in 1933, the leaders of the The Communists were more ac‘Elve ﬂ'rla'm the S.oc1a1
Social Democrats, who were more moderate than the Democrats. They aimed to provide visible res1stan(?fe
Communists, fled the country. This left those who with meetings, propaganda and newsletters. One o .
remained in Germany without clear leadership, but these newsletters, The Red Flag, prgdugeld‘l'O,DOO coptms
they still formed small resistance groups. One of the at least once a month. 'Ho?veve}r, .th1s Vzimblhty meatnd
largest, in Hanover, had just 250 members. gorgllml(l}nlstts were easily identified and soon arresie
worked secretly in the industrial v the Gestapo. o
éfeg?)ieGgeiomuzrsly. They prodchd anti-Nazi leaflets One Communist and trade unlomst,ha carpde.il.ter
and posters, but were hunted down by the Gestapo, called Georg Esler, was so appalled at the condi ﬁons
who arrested 1200 of them in the Rhine Ruhr region of German workers and 80 fearful of a war that e .
alone. attempted to kill Hitlgr in 1939. Workmg entirely on his
If the Social Democrats had combined forces with own, Esler planted a time-bomb in a hall W}:lel"e Hitler
the Communists, they might have provided a serious was due to give a spe.ech. Purely by luck, I—lljltler }egt .
opposition to the Nazis, but the long-standing rivalries  the room thirteen mmutejs before thtfa bgm explo id.
between the two groups limited their effectiveness. Esler was caught, locked in Dachau for five years a

then executed.

After studying all the different groups that dared to oppose the _|
Nazis, the historian Richard J. Evans reached this interpretation: Reflect
: . : In 2015, a German director made a film
Of all the groups who held out against Nazism in the early years of the Th1rd Reich, called Thirteen Minutes. It told the story of
the Communists were the most persistent and the most undaunted. They paid the Georg Esler’s plot.

PR e What reasons might he have had for

making this film?
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hurch “o:z:h groups were stopped. By 1939, nearly all C .
been CAODpd. and arrests of priests who spoke out against the Nazis

an oazh +o Hitler.

s promises, Hitler interfered with both churches

which in turn led to more resistance.
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What made it so hard to oppose Nazi rule?
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OfeH TCSIStance from pastors was limited to protecting the;
institutions but some went further and criticised (] N e
1iticised the

Pm-n(,uhn in relation to its treatment of the Ttk aziregime, in

Martin Niemoller

rirst World War hero Martin Niemoller, a Protestant pastor bec

the most 1)1:()x11111(311t critics of the Nazis. Refusing to r())1181 (t)}?A [ic.ame OIS oif
Niemoller founded an a]tm'native, the non-Nazj Com%s : Cl eich Church,
1934, 6000 pastors had joined, leaving only 2000 in theslionai Church. By
Niemoller and the Confessional Chyrch preached againstell\?q, (.:}A]M.Ch' _
and over 800 pastors were arrested and sent to concentratioeflcla?flglsl o

Niemoller was sent to Sachsenhausen and then Dachau, but survived
the ordeal. |

Paul Schneider

schneider was the first priest to be murdereq by the Nazis. A small-town
Protestant pastor, he began to preach against Nazi Church.
After joining Niemoller's Confessiona] Church, he was arrested in 1934 and
again in 1935. He was warned to stop his protest but continued regardless

In 1937, he even banned parishioners who were Nazi Party members frorﬂ
attending his church services. Following their complaints, he was imprisoned

at Buchenwald concentration camp, where he was murdered by lethal
injection in 1939.

policy in 1933.

Pope Pius XI

Although it had been Pope Pius who signed the 1933 Concordat with the
Nazis, by 1937 he had had enough. He wrote a letter called ‘With Burning
Anxiety’ which was smuggled in to Germany and read out in all Catholic
churches on Palm Sunday. (This was always one of the biggest congregations
of the year.) The letter condemned Nazi beliefs and methods. The next day
the Gestapo raided every Catholic church, seizing all copies of the letter. In
the following months, the Nazis intensified their actions against the Church.

Cardinal Galen

As the Catholic Bishop of Munster, Galen initially welcomed the Nazis, At his
consecration as Bishop in 1933 there were stormtroopers and swastika flags.
But, by 1934, his sermons began to criticise the Nazi regime over its racial
policy. The Gestapo were sent to question Galen, but he was too high profile
to remove from power or persecute, so he continued to provide resistance.

Jehovah’s Witnesses

Due to the rules of their faith, Jehovah's
Witnesses were unwilling to comply with the
Nazi state. They refused to give the Hitler
salute and, following their pacifist beliefs,

B pulsory military service. Both
within Germany, they began

7i leaflets. As a result, the

d a special unit to combaF the

|, by 1939, 6000 were imprisoned

in a photograph taken ¢.1935. They were
2 : EF'\)/"ery o%e of them was arrested in 1936

in concentration camps until the end of the
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Youth groups

Young people are often idealistic’and question
authority. This was no different in Nazi Germany,
and in the years 1933-39 young people provided

some of the most significant opposition to the regime.

They opposed the Nazis for a wide range of reasons:

Politics - some did not agree with the way the
country was being rumn.

Religion - some were angry at the way their
religion was being treated by the Nazis.
Culture - some were frustrated at the enforced
youth groups and disbanding of traditional
youth organisations.

There was not a nationwide movement of youth
resistance, but local groups formed in various regions
of Germany. None of these posed a particular threat
to the Nazis, but they all resisted the pressure to
conform to the Nazi ideal.

You can read about four of the main groups here:

Young Communists

The Communist Youth Federation of Germany,

like its adult counterpart, was banned in Germany,
but the young Communists continued to meet in
secret They disguised their meetings as unpolitical
activities such as hikes in the countryside. In
Leipzig, 1500 young people joined meuten or gangs.
There were at least twenty gangs, most of which
were Communist. They dressed differently, in short
leather trousers, checked shirts and bright neck
scarves. Some wrote anti-Nazi flyers.

Swing Kids in Hamburg in 1941

40

Christians

In 1933, there were 2.5 million members of
Christian youth organisations in Germany. All of
these were banned as the Nazis only wanted people
to be part of the official Hitler Youth groups. Many
Christians met anyway in resistance to this and
some went on illegal pilgrimages.

Swing Kids

'These young people came together to listen to jazz,
dance and talk openly. Swing, a style of music
associated with African Americans, was banned by
the Nazis. The Swing Kids wanted to develop their
own individual personalities. In contrast to the Nazi
ideal, they had long hair and wore special clothes,
like the wide trousers you can see in the photo
below. Himmler saw the group as so dangerous he
personally wrote to Heydrich, asking the Gestapo to
deal with thern. Many were arrested and some were
semt to concentration camps

Reflect

Lots of these opposition figures are honoured in
modern-day Germany. The Swing Kids’ story was even
made into a big Hollywood film. Why would people want
to honour people who posed little threat to the Nazis?

What made it so hard to oppose Nazi rule?

Edelweiss Pirates

Formed in the Rhine Ruhr region in around
1938, all members of this group wore an
rdelweiss flower or a white pin on their
clothing. They went on excursions, organised
camps and sang songs. Some listened to foreign
radio and spread news. They produced {Iyers
and painted slogans on walls. Some actively
picked fights with the Nazis, with reportied
peatings of the Hitler Youth members.
Bartholomaus Schink (pictured here) was
arrested for heing in the group and was publicly
hanged in 1944.

Hitler’s dictates make us small,
we're yet bound in chains.
But one day we'll again walk tall,
no chain can us restrain.

For hard are our fists,

Yes! And knives at our wrists,
for youth to be free.

Reflect

What can this song tell us about the Pirates’
motives and actions?

Bartholomaus Schink, a member the Edelweiss Pirates, ¢ 1944

Record

Use the information on pages 37—4l to complete the diagram as described on
page 37.

Review

In this enquiry you have produced three diagrams that give the bigger
picture of three issues:

# how the Nazis controlled people through fear
@ how the Nazis controlled people through propaganda
e how much opposition there was to Nazi ideas and laws.

Your challenge now is to combine these into a single coherent answer.

Imagine that a friend has said to you that he or she is surprised that
there was so very little opposition to Nazi rule in Germany between
1933 and 1939. Write down what you would say in response. Remember
to include fear, propaganda and opposition in your answer

4]




'Reife Sonnenblumen (Ripe
Sunflowers)’, painted by Emil
Nolde, 1932

Emil Nolde, c.1930

42

This painting is called ‘Reife Sonnenblumen (Ripe Sunflowers) and at first
glance it appears very innocent; a pleasing oil painting of some bright
flowers Yet the Nazis believed this painting was ‘degenerate’. This meant
that they thought it was abnormal, immoral and corrupt. The story of
this painting and the artist who created 1t, Emil Nolde, reveals the extent
to which the Nazis controlled Germany and their paranoia about those
elements of society that were deemed un-German.

The party member

Emil Nolde was born in 1867 and by the 1920s had become quite a
famous artist in Germany. Using oil paint with bold colours, he had an
‘expressionist’ style that looked similar to that of Vincent van Gogh, whom
he admired. Nolde moved all over Germany, but by the 1920s had settled
his studio in Berlin. Lots of his work was of flowers, like the painting
here, but many paintings demonstrated his Christiantty and used biblical
stories as their inspiration, while others reflected the vibrancy of nightlife
in the 1920s.

Nolde was a patriotic German with nationalistic views. There is also
evidence that he was anti-Semitic, writing deeply unpleasant critiques
to Jewish artists. Given these views, it is unsurprising that in the early

“& 19208 Nolde joined the Nazi Party In 1932, at the height of his fame, Nolde

painted ‘Reife Sonnenblumen’ and in 1933 was made President of the State
Academy of Arts in Berlin.

The party reject
By 1936 things had changed dramatically. Since
their rise to power in 1933, the Nazis had been
taking control of the media, removing any element
that was considered un-German. Art did not escape
this. Joseph Goebbel's propaganda ministry began
removing any art from museums that did not fit with
Nazi ideology or that they considered to be Jewish or
communist in nature. In essence this meant anything
modern, abstract or unusual. Nolde, the committed
Nazi Party member and supporter, was not exempt. Tn
1936, he was told to cease artistic activity and, in 1937,
a total of 1052 of his paintings were removed from
German musetims, more than any other artist. Nolde's
work was considered to be toc modern and offensive.
‘Reife Sonmenblumen’ was one of these paintings.
Looking at the painting now it really is very
difficult to see how this work could ever be considered
offensive. But the Nazi authorities were keen that
art should only contain images that promoted their
ideas and were scared that different art, like these
sunfiowers, would have a negative impact on society

One of Nolde's ‘unpainted pictures”. It is called ‘Sea in the evening light’ and was painted

between 1938 and 1945.

Scared of sunflowers

Public disapproval

In 1937, Goebbels decided that there should be a public
exhibition of the most degenerate pieces of art so

that people could see them and be repulsed by their
corrupt nature. The Entartete Kunsf (Degenerate Art)
exhibition opened in Munich in the summer of 1937
and toured other German cities in the tollowing year.
There were over 650 paintings in the exhibition and
‘Retfe Sonnenblumen’ was one of them. The rooms
were deliberately chaotic, overfilled with paintings
on every surface, many just hung by cord. Among the
paintings there were huge slogans painted on to the
walls, such as Nature as seen by sick minds’.

Nolde's artistic career was over. The official
celebration of his seventieth birthday in 1937 was
cancelled and, in 1941, the Reichskammer der Bildenden
Kunste (the ministry in charge of art) took the extreme
measure of banning Nolde from painting even in
private. As a Nazi Party member, Nolde wrote a letter
of appeal Lo Baron von Schirach, a leading Nazi, but to
no avail

Private resistance

But art was Nolde's passion and he
knew he would have to paint. Painting
with oils was out of the question as
the strong distinctive smell would
give him away. Nolde began painting
with watercolours in secret. He called
these his ‘unpainted pictures’' and hid
hundreds of them around his house,
proving that the Nazis could not
control every aspect of society, even if
they so wished

However, Nolde would not have
to wait long to paint again. In 1945,
with the collapse of the Nazi regime,
Nolde returned to his passion and
was soon putting on new exhibitions
around Germany. ‘Reife Sonnenblumen'
could also return to its rightful place.
Saved from destruction, the painting
is now seen as a classic example of
Nolde’s work and sits in the Detroit
Institute of Art. It is no longer seen
as degenerate, but instead as the
beautiful painting it has always been
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How did the lives of the German people change, 1933-39?

I ' wissel's work was enormously popular among Nazis. His paintings went

- D em D e u ts C h en vo I ke on display in exhibitions organised by Goebbels’ Ministry of Propaganda.
Goebbels, Goring and other party leaders bought his paintings. In 1939, this
H 15 g painting of the Kalenberg farming family was bought by Hitler himself. He
i " was a satisfied customer.

OW A the Igves Of thf: G erman The painting is too simple, of course. Very few German families matched
: his ideal. The lives of the 67 million German people in 1933 were far more
p eop I ecC h ange ’ I 93 3 H3 9? 1(;;mnplex and far more diverse than those shown in Wissel's painting. By 1939,
however, Hitler's government had done its best to change German society
into something more like the Aryan ideal. Between 1933 and 1939, the Nazis
passed 4 vast array of laws that affected everyone from the young to the old,
no matter what their gender or ethnicity.

In some ways, the changes brought about by Nazi laws and policies made
life easier for many Germans. Under the Nazis, unemployment in Germany
was virtually eradicated, holidays could be bought at a reduced price and
there was a great selection of clubs and activities for the young. But there
was a price to pay, as the position of women in society was reduced to child-
rearing and home-making, children were brain-washed and the persecution
of the Jews and other ‘undesirables’ began in earnest. The real picture of Dem
Deutschen Volke was certainly far more complex than the painting suggests.

| | Reflect

What can Wissel’s painting *The Farming Family from Kalenberg’ tell us about life
in Nazi Germany, 1933-39?

The Enquiry

Wissel's painting tries to portray the ideal German family according to the
Nazis and, as a result, it fails to do justice to the reality of life under Nazi rule.
It is just too simple and too limited in what it shows.

In this enquiry, your challenge is to correct some other over-simple
summaries of German life between 1933 and 1939. These will not take the
form of paintings but will be short sentences or paragraphs. You will have
to use what you learn about life under Nazi rule in Germany at this time to
amend the statements so that they are closer to the truth.

There are three sections to this enquiry:

I. Nazi policies and their impact on men and women at work and home
2, The lives of young people in Nazi Germany, including education and youth

4 ‘The Farming Family from Kalenberg’ This painting is called "The Farming Family from Kalenberg'. It was painted movements
by Adolf Wissel, 1938 by Adolf Wissgl in 1938. Ie tries to show the Nazi ideal of the German family. 3. Nazi racial policy and the growing persecution of jews.
Every person is of Aryan blood, with blond hair and blue eyes. The father
works the land that you can see behind them, while the stay-at-home mother At the start of each section, you will be given the ‘over-simple summary’ of
looks after her conventional and obedient children. The mood of the family that aspect of life in Germany. At the end of the section, you will be asked to
seems stern and serious. They have no time for frivolous activity. Together adapt, develop and improve the summary so that it is closer to the truth.

‘ they represent the Nazi idea known as ‘Blood and Soil’: this saw traditional
i farming families who had faithfully worked the same land for generations as
the backbone of the German people, or (in German) Dem Deutschen Volke.




. Work and home

Record

Start your first set of notes
under the heading ‘The impact
of Nazi policies on work’, As you
read pages 46—47, gather ideas
and evidence that will help you
to improve the following over-
simple summary:

‘Between 1933 and 1939,
Nazi policies put the
German people back

to worl.

ARBEITER

oy

WAHLT DEN FRONTSOLDATEN

HITLER!

L b v e okt

A A Nazi election poster from 1932, The
caption says: "Waorkers, whether you work
with the head or the fist, vote for the
soldier who served at the front — Hitler!’
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How did the lives of the German people change, 1933-39?

peutsche Arbeitsfront (DAF)

After the abalition of the trades unions (see page 19), the Nazis
wanted to fill the gap with an organisation to win over the
workers. They set up the Deutsche Arbeitsfront (DAF), literally

This first section considers how life changed under the Nazis for adults at
work and at home. See the ‘Record’ box on the left for guidance on what you

fized (@ do neaning German Labour Front. Run by Robert Ley, this was
designed ‘to create a true social and productive community’.
Workers Membership was voluntary but those who did not join struggled

I 1o find work. By 1939, there were 29 million members. Workers
had to pay to join and through this scheme the Nazis raised a
significant income. '

The DAF had many different branches and functions.
Four of the most important were:

On the surface, the Nazis greatly improved life for workers. During the
election of 1932, when there were nearly 6 million unemployed, the Nazi
manifesto promised to provide jobs. Sure enough, by 1939, unemployment
had officially been reduced to 35,000 out of a total of 25 million men.
However, behind this statistic lies a more complex picture.

e Strength through Joy (Kraft durch Freude or KDF) was
created to organise workers' leisure time, This included
subsidised holidays, cheap theatre tickets, touring orchestras
and gym evenings. Each of these activities included
ideological content delivered by the Party, for example
passengers on the Strength through Joy cruise ships re(‘jeived
political lectures. In 1937 alone, 1.7 million went on their
package tours and 7 million took short excursions. With a

Small craftsmen

Improving business for the Mittelstand (or small craftsman) was a key priority
for the Nazis. In 1933 the Law to Protect Retail Trade was passed which put
increased taxes on large stores to protect these smaller businesses. Despite
this, the Mittelstand could not compete with larger firms and, between 1936
and 1939, the number of artisans actually feil from 1.6 million to 1.5 million.

Peasants 75 per cent discount on trains and 50 per cent-discount on

In line with their belief in ‘Blood and Soil', the Nazis made agricultural hotels, it is not diffiCl.ﬂt to see the appeallof this P@%;atli’ll’lme o
workers, or peasants, another high priority. In May 1933, the Reich Entailed CVGT} ‘fOT those who did not wholeheartedly agree wi e 0
Farm Law was passed. This aimed to strengthen Germany’s small farms by Nazi ideology.

forcing owners to pass the land on to the eldest son rather than divide it up ® Beauty of Labour. aimed to improve work places.- Through t].rus branch,
between brothers or sell it to large-scale landowners. Unfortunately, this new toilets, changing rooms and showers were built at factories across
tied the peasants to the land and stifled innovation. In this period, the rural Germany. ) b
population fell from 21 per cent of the total population to 18 per cent. # The Reich Labour Service was set up t_O tacllde unemployment by
providing cheap labour for big state projects like new motorways. From
1935, all men aged between 18 and 25 had to serve for six months. They
were trained along the lines of a military force and took part in Nazi

Industrial workers

Industrial workers were a large and growing group, about 46 per cent of the - ) ! . .
population. The Nazi obsessiogn Withg;&armgaﬁlentp and prepagsltion for war rallies, marchi'ng past Hl_tler \:/\Tlth their shovels on their shoulders as if
made industrial jobs plentiful and employment rates soared. By 1936, the they were soldiers carrying rifles. ch h
average wage was 35 marks per week, ten times more than the dole money ® In 1938, the DAF created the Volkswagen scheme, whic meanli\:dt at
that the 6 million unemployed had received in 1932. Unfortunately, wages workers could pay 5 marks per week and eventually earn a car. Many
were frozen at 1933 levels and so rising prices meant that they were still not
encugh to feed a family easily.

On taking power, the Nazis had cut some welfare support provided by
the Weimar government but in September 1933 they had to set up their own
Winter Relief collection to help the worst off by providing soup stations.
Technically, donations were voluntary but constant pressure from the SA
meant that on average 3 per cent of a family’s income went to the Winter
Relief fund. These forced contributions and rising prices meant that being
employed did not necessarily mean being comfortable,

War stopped production.

However, the Nazis’ pressure for them to respond to all of these
initiatives left many workers feeling harassed. By 1939, there was growing
disillusionment.

il

Reflect

I. What does this poster show about Nazi attitudes to work?
2. How is it similar to or different from the painting on page 447

> A Volkswagen
Beetle, 1938

paid in to the scheme but no one ever received a car as the Second World

A Two cruise liners set off for Madeira
carrying German workers on their KDF
holidays in 1936. On one, at the front of
the photograph, Robert Ley is already
delivering a Nazi propaganda message
to the passengers.

Reflect

1. Which aspects of the work
of the DAF are represented
by the images on this page?

2. What other images might
exist that would help a
historian to understand the
work of the DAF?

4
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Women’s lives

Between the end of the First World War and 1933, Germany
had shown progressive views towards the lives of women.
However, following the Nazi takeover of power in 1933,
things changed dramatically.

The Nazis' ‘ideal woman’

In 1933, Goebbels perfectly summed up Nazi views on
women when he said:

The mission of the woman is to be beautiful and to bring children into the
world ... The female bird pretties herself for her mate and hatches the egys
for him.

The artist and SS member Wolfgang Willrich put across
a similar message about the role of women in this painting
that was copied and published as a poster throughout
Germany. The image is filled with signs of fertility.

Through all sorts of propaganda, Nazi views about women
were made all too clear. Some of these are listed below.

Nazi views on how women should live

® Women should not smoke, particularly as smoking
could lead to a higher chance of miscarriage.

® Women should appear natural and not wear makeup.
Cosmetics and hair dyes were seen as a French
obsession.

® Women should dress in traditional German clothes and
not show sexuality overtly

@ The role of women in the kitchen was crucial. Once
a month they should participate in ‘One Pot Sunday’,
making a stew from leftovers to reduce waste. The SA
and Block wardens checked that women were fulfilling
this duty

@ Women should not be thin but ‘physically robust’
Strong women were best for bearing children.

® Women should be members of the National Socialist
Women's League. Led by Gertrud Scholtz-Klink, this
organisation had 2 million members by 1938 and
offered meetings, a bi-weekly magazine and training in
domestic duties such as cooking and cleaning.

Despite all these efforts, Nazi ideals did not take root
everywhere, as historian Richard J. Evans explains in his
2005 book, The Third Reich in Power:

the cosmetics industry soon found new ways of making profits. Magazines
were full of advice to German women on how to achieve a natural look

by artificial means. Shampoo companies quickly marketed new products
enabling women to achieve a much-desired head of bionde hair. Prominent
women in Nazi high society scomed the attack on fashion: Magda
Goebbels {foseph’s wife) often appeared in public smoking through a
cigarette holder,

()
N

Record

Start your second set of notes under the heading
‘The impact of Nazi policies on women’s lives’. As
you read pages 48-49, make notes that will help
you to improve this over-simple summary:

‘All German women were made to follow
the Nazi ideal of motherhood hetween
1933 and 1939,

¥ 'Family portrait’, painted by Wolfgang Willrich, 1938

Reflect

. What signs of fertility has Willrich included
in the painting above?

2. How useful are the quotation from
Goebbels, the painting by Willrich and the
interpretation of Richard |. Evans in helping
us to understand the home life of women
living under Nazi rule?

e :

How did the lives of the German people change, 1933397

Policies to encourage motherhood

Hitler's government used its powers to try to create more women who fitted
the Nazi ideal. In particular it tried to encourage marriage and motherhood
among Aryans at a time when the population of Germany and other
Furopean nations was falling. They saw this as essential for producing 2 new
generation of pure Aryan Germans who would serve for the Nazis' ‘thousand
year’ Reich. Motherhood would also keep women at home as the Nazis
wanted. Here are three of the methods they tried in order to encourage
motherhood between 1933 and 1939:

Loans to encourage women to marry and have children

Soon after coming to power in 1933, the government decided to
encourage young women to get married and have children rather than
take paid employment. It offered loans to Aryan couples who were
about to get married. (Non-Aryans were not offered the same loans.}
The couple could receive goods of up to 1000 Reichsmarks in value if
the woman gave up her job and agreed not to return to work until the
loan had been repaid. Goods rather than cash were given to couples as
this had the side effect of stimulating German manufacturing.

As it might take the couple up to eight years to pay off their loan,

the woman would be kept out of employment for all that time. To
encourage child-bearing, the loan was reduced by a quarter for every
child the couple went on to have. This meant that a couple who had
four children would not need to repay the loan at all. In 1934, 250,000
loans were issued. In 1937, the requirement for women to give up work
was removed in the hope of increasing the rate of marriage and births
even further.

Making divorce and re-marriage more easy

Divorces were made easier to obtain so women could remarry and have
more children.

Reducing opportunities for women in higher education

Women's participation in higher education was severely limited. Female
enrolment at universities was limited to 10 per cent of all students.

The impact of Nazi policies on women'’s lives
It is difficult to judge what effects these different policies had.

L
L]

Marriages did increase from 516,000 in 1932 to 772,000 in 1939,

Births rose in the early 1930s but by 1939 the rate had declined again.
The average number of children per couple in 1932 had been 3.6 and by
1939 it had dropped to 3.3.

The number of women in employment increased between 1933 and
1939. This was natural as other Nazi policies helped to create a booming

economy in the mid- to late 1930s when jobs were plentitul. In agriculture,

4.6 million women were employed in 1933; by 1939 this had increased to
4.9 million. In industry the figure rose from 2.7 million to 3.3 million.
The number of women in higher education fell. This is the one

policy that seemed to have the desired effect, with numbers of women

at German universities significantly dropping in this period. The Nazi
government came to regret its success, however, in the late 1930s. At that
point it needed highly qualified women to take on work caused by the
rapid re-armament programme in preparation for war. Women were very
reluctant to take places at universities having been discouraged from
doing so since 1933.

¥ The Honour Cross of the German Mother
was issued to women who had large
families. There was a bronze medal for
four or five children, silver for six or seven
children and gold for eight or more children.
Artists such as Willrich (page 48) were
ordered to show at least four children in the
family scenes they painted.

\I!
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Record

Use your notes on pages 48—49
to improve the over-simple
summary given on page 48.
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. The lives of young people in
Nazi Germany

Last year my family discovered this photograph. It shows
my grandfather David. He was British but went on a
scouting holiday in Germany in 1938. In the photo, David
is performing the Hitlergritsse (Hitler greeting) and is
wearing a swastika armband that he had borrowed from a
member of the Hitler Youth.

We have no idea why he was doing this. Did doing
this make David a Nazi? It is highly unlikely! He was
an innocent fourteen-year-old boy who probably did not
understand what he was doing. I would imagine that David
was just carried away by what he saw and wanted to join in
with the community he was visiting.

Photographs like this illustrate the innocence of youth.
Young people were easily influenced and the Nazis took
advantage of that, As a result, the lives of young Germans
were shaped between 1933 and 1939 by school and youth
organisations that indoctrinated them with Nazi beliefs
and values.

Record

As you read pages 50—53, make notes that will help you to
improve this over-simple summary:

‘A whole generation of German youth was controlled
by the Nazis between 1933 and 1939

Education

A The author’s grandfather, David Gummer in Germany in 1938

The school system was run by Bernhard Rust, the Reich Education Minister,
who once said ‘The whole function of education is to create Nazis. Through
control of teachers and the curriculum, the Nazis aimed to impose their

ideclogy onto the young.

Controlling teachers Controlling schools

The key to creating a Nazi education system was to In addition to controlling teachers in state schools,
control the teachers. After the Nazi takeover of power the Nazis also set up their own schools directly run
in 1933, politically unreliable teachers were forced by the Party.

to resign, leaving only those who would follow Nazi

= i
orders. In Berlin, 13 per cent of head teachers were l:frlf%la gsr :EélgaiiEég:;:f;o:ﬁfnwffnﬁittgf and
fired. Jewish teachers were banned from teaching o ducasgion g y
in non-Jewish schools. A Na_tmnal Socialist (Nazi) ® Adolf Hitler Schools were run by the leaders of
Teachers League was established and 97 per cent of . .
. . the Hitler Youth and were designed to create
all teachers had joined it by 1936. The League ran .
- ; future leaders of the Party with a focus on

‘political education’' courses for teachers that made hvsical and military education
them do military-style exercises and learn the latest pay Y )
Nazi ideology. Selection for both of these types of school was

Teachers who stepped out of line would face the based on racial and physical criteria, Unsurprisingly
Nazi machinery of terror. Before long, pupils acted as this did not result in the best candidates. By and

classroom spies and reported to the Gestapo the names large, the elite schools were a failure. By 1939 only
of any teacher who still dared to tell anti-Nazi jokes or 6173 pupils were schooled at the sixteen Napola and
teach non-Nazi material. ten Adolf Hitler Schools.

i
{ 50 )
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Controlling the curriculum

How did the lives of the German people change, 1933-39?

From January 1934, it was compulsory for schools to educate children in ‘the
spirit of National Socialismv. Old textbooks were thrown out and teachers
were sent a constant stream of orders about what to teach as they Nazified
the curriculum. Below are some examples of how the Nazis expected their
values and beliefs to be taught whenever there was an opportunity.

History (Geschichte) Geography
centred on the struggle (Erd Kunde)
hetween nations and on emphasised pride
the superiority of Germany in Germany

and the Aryan race. Strong and taught
leadership was praised for about the need
changing the flow of history. for Lebensroaum
The defeat of Germany in (living space)

the First World War was for the Geriman
blamed on the Jews. people.

The physics
(Flugphysik)
curriculum
focused on
the science
of firearms,
aerodynamics out the cost of keeping a
and radio
communications. an asylum.

Mathematics (Rechnen) was
often taught in the form of
‘social arithmetic’. Pupils
were given calculations

that filled their minds with
Nazi ideas. They would, for
example, be asked to work

mentally ill patient alive in

ATwes

Religion

Gasdpntel

| 20 Deutsy

Musik

Deutach

Danksch

Geschyidhitel

Dautsdy the lessons in

40-14 Retmen

Dautsdy

Rachnen

Redpnan

Rechnen

Religien a boys’ military

H-43 Erd Kundei Deutsd

Turndan

T Phjﬂk Nerkiar iearde

cadet school

far P{VeturkwrddRugmediin

WTurnen

Turnen

Husi i

linked to the

Turnen

431 Turnan

H

T 3 E ; : 4 The timetable of
Breuildye Nogend fieqe om TTE-Shiegerforps
il Sl f il . a German school.
' _ ] Srenterpicn 5-”"’5‘““8‘; - This one is from
Wania ENE AL 2t adidllg eefrew 3 Hubin
'__h_"s:_“wﬁmo:u [ ErdKunde 1940 and shows

alrforce.

German (Deutsch)

PE (Turnen) lessons

Biology (part of Naturkunde)
was focused on Rassenkunde,

lessons explained Religious took up at least 15 per the study of race. Girls were

how the language education cent of all lesson time taught how to identify ideal

had developed {Religion) was as the Nazis believed Aryan husbands. Some lessons

from a specific greatly reduced it was crucial to keep encouraged pupils to measure

Aryan racial In 1937, it became an people fit, healthy and  the features of the non-Aryan

background. optional subject. ready for a war. children in the class |
Reflact I

Academic standards dropped in the 1930s. Why do you think this was?

S
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Youth organisations

As well as trying to control school life, the Nazis
also tried to control young people’s leisure time. In
Germany there had always been a strong history of
youth organisations or clubs providing leisure, sport
and entertainment in the evenings and at weekends.

In the late 1920s, the Nazis set up their own
youth organisation, the Hitler Youth. It was run by
Baldur von Schirach and had four parts. There were
different sections for girls and boys, with juniors aged
between ten and fourteen and seniors aged fourteen
to eighteen.

At first, membership of Hitler Youth was voluntary.

However, after 1936 it was made compulsory for
young people to join and after 1939 it was compulsory
for members to attend meetings.

In addition to this, the Nazis began shutting down
other youth groups and after 1936 the Hitler Youth
was the only organisation through which young
people could access sports facilities and activities.

Meetings for both boys and girls focused on
indoctrination and physical activities. Commonly
they sang political songs, read Nazi books and
paraded through towns. Boys’ activitics were often
more focused on preparation for the military, with
activities such as Morse code tests, map reading and
even firing rifles loaded with live ammunition. Girls’
groups concentrated on domestic duties and even
military nursing. For both boys and girls there was
the possibility of going on holiday camps. This was
particularly attractive to the working classes.

How did the lives of the German people change, 1933-39?

o

n 4

< A set of toy Hitler Youth A =
maodels for children to play
with at heme, made in
Germany, c.1935. Similar
models were made of soldiers,
SA stormtroopers and Hitler
himself. His right arm could be
‘raised in a Hitler salute.

& Members of the League of German Girls {the older age group}
performing a traditional German dance, c.1938

Limited impact
Not every child was so convinced by Nazi propaganda
in schools and in the Hitler Youth. Many were bored
or resentful at the meetings, especially those who
usually avoided physical activity. Others enjoyed
parts of the programme but resisted the political
messages. Some just hated being forced to attend.
In 2011, an American citizen who had grown up

| in Germany in the 1930s published a book that was
based on interviews with others who had shared that
experience. In an interview about his book he
summarised how the impact of Nazi propaganda
was limited:

i One young boy, Henry Metelmann, joined the Hitler Youth
! in 1933. In 1992, in his autobiography, this is how he recalled

i his time: A Members of the senior boys Hitler Youth hiking in southern Germany, ¢.1935

% Membership of the Hitler Youth, 1932-39

8- Key
82% Total boys and

From A H:t.'er Youth Growmg up m Germany in the 19305 I aiirtllse:%lfhm From an interview with-Freder_ic (o} Tt_lbach_, )

Even though father hated everything connected with the Nazis, | lked t in the o 63% German voices: Memories of life during Hitler's

Hitler Youth. | thought the uniform was smashing, the dark brown, the black, the o 50" ey Third Reich, 2011 e

swastika and all the shiny [eather. Where before we seldom had a decent football 24 48% Your?g Girls Famlly, school, and church: these three forces worked on us too. l‘
: to play with, the Hitler Youth provided us with decent sports equipment, and = . g?‘é:f;%‘;e It varied with individual experience. But in school there was, for ;
H previously out-of-bounds gymnasiums, swimming pools and even stadiums were 30% Maidens) the most part, not much difference from the Weimar Republic :
now open to us. 2 and earfier.

Never in my life had | been on a real holiday — father was much too poor for such 1].12%,. ﬁf’,‘t’fe:lefh .. Some Nazi teachers wanted us to read about Germanic Refiect 1

an extravagance. Now under Hitler, for very fittle money | could go on lovely v UEN Sie NS g and German myths. But we weren't examined on their preferences. Most : '

Young People) What reasons can you find on this page for young people

of us read what students had always read. We had to belong
sometimes resisting the effects of Nazi propagandal?

[to Hitler Youth] and there were meetings twice a week, but
what the leaders said was emotional and inconsistent. Family
was more important for most of us. If the famity was anti-Nazi,
the odds were that the child would be too . .. People from a

camps in the mountains, by the rivers or near the sea. 932 1933 1935 1936 1939
.. The songs we sung were beautifully melodic, all about our great race, our Percentage of alf 10-18 year olds

, Lehensraum in the East, and the glory of fighting and dying for our Fatherland.

1 Fliked the comradeship, the marching, the sport and the war games. We were

brought up to love our Filhrer, who was to me like a second God, and when we _ Lt

were told about his great love for us, the German nation, | was often close to Henry Metelmann says that Hitler was ‘like religious family usually had a kind of pratective coating: ‘Christ Use your notas on pagss 5053 to improve the over-4imple

tears. | was convinced that because of the German blood in my veins that | was a a second God’. Why do you think he had is more important than Hitler' They might only think it or say it f - !
superior being. such extreme feelings? under their breath, but many felt it. SIENALTENT7 SRR B0 RIS <15 |

Reflect Record




How did the lives of the German people change, 1933-39?
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Untermenschen

The Nazis believed that non-Aryans were inferior and
called them Untermenschen or sub-humans. The term was

| The Nazis were obsessed by race. They believed there were used to describe a wide range of people including Gypsies,
i distinct races of people and that some were stronger or better than plack people and Slavs (people from eastern Europe such
| others. This statue by Arno Breker used to stand by the door of as Poland and Russia). Slavs were also called Diingervolk,
i the Reich Chancellery. It celebrated the Nazis' pride in the perfect or dung-people. But the Nazis’' most vicious hatred was
| physical form of the Aryan peoples of northern Europe. reserved for the group that they saw as the lowest of the
At the other extreme, in Nazi minds, were the Jews whose low: the Jews.
| supposed inferiority led to their persecution and ultimately to the To be defined as Jewish, a person did not have to
Holocaust. In this part of the enquiry, you will learn why the Nazis hold Jewish beliefs. Everything depended on ancestry.
believed in this racial theory and discover how the persecution of According to the Nuremberg Laws of 1935, anyone with
f @ the Jews evolved between 1933 and 1939. three or four grandparents who were Jewish was also
L Jewish. Those with one or two grandparents who were
X —= Jewish were called Mischling or half-Jews.
; | Record The Nazis believed that races had distinct facial
| As you read pages 54-58, make notes that will help you to improve fea_tures.a‘n d that};] e.WT and Gypsies, 1n'part1§u1ar, coull'ld ' i = “ -
ili B A statue of a this over-simple summary: be 1dent-1fled by their large noses. To _ald their researc & A German has his nose measured to determine whether heis a
| perfect Aryan, by into racial types, they measured Jewish people’s noses Jew, 1940
Arno Breker, 1938 ‘On gaining power in 1933, Hitler unleashed a sudden, new precisely.

and violent persecution of Germany’s Jewish population.’
Dangerous myths

. After their first, early actions against the Jews in the spring of 1933 (see
Ubermenschen . pages 17-18), the Nazis toned down the official persecution in the next few
Hitler and other Nazis had made their feelings 31[“ er ﬂ eutl nler Ra"cn '] ?nonths, .Waltlng to Judge the r.eactlon from the wider popullatmn a.nd the
about race very clear for many years before gaining mterna;tlonaé colm.mfumty. _It did, howeve-r, ;?;ry };)ri spreadmg a wide range
power. Iitler's book, Mein Kampf, was filled with f. A ?f myt dS]: " réusm orrr;atéon abouthJew1s hl © be %)mg tlo st 1-11;1German
anti-Semitism. Taking inspiration from nineteenth- . ' ear and hatred. Some of these myths are shown below along with a more

‘ century German philosophers and scientists, Nazis e el G B e,
il believed the strongest and best of the races were the

iE ﬁg;ii;?:gg;gi Soggziif;;;?i :;ijzggE;rg;e. 4 — INazi myi_:h: Therfe wasa Nazi myth: Jews ov-vned the big businesse_s Nazi myth: Jewts‘were ‘
, humans or the master race. Strong, athletic Aryans o ong, contlnuou.s hlstt.:n.'y of in Germany and profited from the economic cowards an‘d pacifists. Their
‘ were represented in Nazi art and propaganda. Tlordifeie Baffe ?wldespread anti-Semitism problems of the 1920s and early 1930s. refusal to fight f?r Germany
! Nazis believed that Germany would only regain its in Germany. Reality: Some Jews did own big business, but ‘helped to cause its defeat
! strength if it were exclusively filled with, and run . Reality: Although the they did not own all of them. Jews belonged to RIS
: by, Arya.ns. . - 2 roots of anti-Semitism all classes of society from the workers to the Reality: Jews fought in
] . Leading scientists like Hans F.K. Giinther who ‘-.,. v went back to the Middle upper class. the German army In the same
K influenced Nazi policy, taught that there were f"' S =‘L Ages, by 1933 Jews way as other citizens. Some
T distinct types of Aryan Vf’ho shared the same b were fully integrated even received the Iron Cross
features - for example, size of head or nose, colour > | A}‘ o into German society for bravery.
i of eyes or hair. Posters like this one were used to { % / P Marriases with non-jews The Jews of Germany - '
1 show the typical features of each group. The most Fsifcie E!lfr e e e for exagm | e Nazi myths and historical reality .
superior type of Aryan was the Nordic group with e pie, were quite Nazi myth: Jews were
blond hair and blue eyes. Of course, Hitler did not sonok Communists. They had led the
have blond hair and blue eyes. He could not claim to revolution in Russia in 1917
I be one of the Nordic type but he was still an Aryan. < - e Nazi myth: jews were Nazi myth: Germany was dominated by Jews and would lead a revolution in
'ig’ ) racially inferior. who controlled the country. Germany.
A} 1 . . Reality: In 1933, there were only 505,000 Reality: Although some
Reflect r Réallf:.y There s no Jews out of a population of 67 million. Their leading Communists were
,. Look at the poster. Which type of Aryan do you w R :;'en:':::ct;‘i’s'd:_;ii:?s . influence was very limited. In the previous Jews, German Jews belong.ef:l
. think Hitler would have claimed to be? : eﬁifme Rofie A upp v Weimar government only a few key ministers to the full spectrum of political
: & This poster (1 935) shows just three of the types within the single ‘race’ of humans. were |ewish. parties.
‘ %i’ Aryan race — the Nordic, the Phalian and the Western
% N £TN
i ; 54 ‘“
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Social persecution, humiliation and violence

The growing mood of fear and suspicion of Jews meant they faced all sorts of
social persecution at the hands of some of their German neighbours. You sayw
how this began with the boycott of Jewish businesses in April 1933 (see page
17). Boycotts contimied from that time onwards and persecution became
more intense as the years passed, showing itself in many different ways.

Sacial exclasion was common by 1935. Signs like this one saying ‘Jews
not wanted here' appeared in public places such as parks, shops and
restaurants, increasingly isolating the Jewish population from the rest of
the German peaple

4 "Jews not wanted here’ sign
from Germany, ¢.1935

termiinjdyt

Although physical persecution was not
as common in this period as it was later

in the war years, Jews still lived in fear of
mistreatment. Tn March 1933, in the city of
Munich, a Jew had his windows smashed
by the SA His lawyer, Michael Siegel,
complained to the police about the attack.
They did not listen. Instead they beat
Siegel and forced him to walk through the
Munich streets barefoot with a sign saying
T will never again complain to the police’.
Many Jews in other cities faced similar
experiences, especially during the summer
of 1935.

¥ Jewish lawyer Michael Siegel being forced to
march through the streets of Munich in 1933

Publications throughout the period portrayed Jews as money grabbers
and communists intent on bringing about the destruction of Germany.
Nazi newspapers like Der Stilrmer (see page 32) regularly printed horrific
anti-Semitic cartoons showing Jews as paedophiles and rapists.

Even some children's books were deeply anti-Semitic. This book is
called the Der Giftpilz (The Toadstool). It was published in 1938 by Julius
Streicher, the same man who edited Der Stiirmer. It described Jews
as poisonous mushrooms and told the children that ‘Just as a single
poisonous mushroom can kill a whole family, so a solitary Jew can destroy
a whole village, a whole city, even an entire nation’.

4 The front cover of an anti-Semitic children's story book, 1938

Most of this active anti-Semitism came from Nazi grassroots supporters,
but as one Social Democrat supporter observed in 1935:

The persecution of the Jews is not meeting with any active support from the population. On the
other hand, it is not completely failing to make an impression. Unnoticed, racial propaganda is
leaving its traces. People are losing their impartiafity towards the Jews.

Erydilamgan won St Bimmtia
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How did the lives of the German people change, 1933-397
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Kristallnacht

The most extreme outbreak of violence against German Jews took place on
g9 and 10 November 1938. The attacks on Jewish homes and businesses were
so brutal that the shattered glass in the streets all over Germany gave it the
name Kristalinacht or The Night of Broken Glass. Nothing was the same in
Germany after this. '

The trigger for the attacks came on 7 November when a seventeen-year-
old Polish Jew, Herschel Grynszpan, assassinated a German embassy official
Ernst Yom Rath, in Paris. Grynszpan was acting in protest against the
German policy of forcing Polish Jews to emigrate rom Germany

When the news of the murder reached Germany, there was widespread
anger at the Jewish population. On 9 November, the Nazi leaders met in
asunich to decide how to respond. Goebbels announced that ‘the Fuhrer has
decided that .. demonstrations should not be prepared or organised by the
Party, but insofar as they erupt spontaneously, they are not to be hampered'.
1n other words the Nazis were not directly organising attacks on the Jews
but if such attacks happened they should not be stopped. This message was
conveyed to local Nazi parties and many SA and Hitler Youth groups took
this as an official invitation to unleash violence. These were government-
organised attacks in all but name.

From the evening of 9 November and into the early hours of the next
day, 267 synagogues were destroyed and 7500 Jewish-owned commercial
establishments had their windows smashed and contents looted. At least 91
Jews were murdered and police records show a high number of associated
rapes and suicides. At the same time, in a move that was clearly planned, the
$S and Gestapo arrested up to 30,000 Jewish men and sent most of them to
concentration camps. This was the first time Jews had been imprisoned en
masse. Many died in the following weeks due to the horrific conditions in
which they were kept

Whether through fear or silent agreement, the German public did not .
speak out against these attacks on Jews and, to a large extent, nor did the
wider world.

7

Reflect

Why do you think most
histerians see Kristallnacht as the
beginning of the Holocaust?

4 Smashed windows of a looted Jewish-owned shop in Berlin, 10 November 1938
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Anti-Semitic legislation, 1933-39

The first duty of a government is to protect the people it serves. The Nazi
government of Germany, however, not only failed to protect the Jews, it
actively persecuted them. The Nazi government took ne action against those
who committed acts such as those you have just read about on pages 56-57.
Instead, it used the legislative power of the state against the Jews. Between
1933 and 1939, the Nazis passed hundreds of anti-Semitic laws. Many are
listed below. The ‘Reflect’ activities help you to understand how these laws
gradually destroyed Jewish rights.

March 1933

April 1933

July 1933
August 1933
September 1933

March 1935

July 1935

September 935
(the Nuremberg
Laws)

January 1936

April 1936

October 1936

April 1937
June 1937

January 1938
March 1938

Jewish lawyers are banned from conducting legal affairs

in Berlin. g

Jewish judges are suspended from office.

Aryan and non-Aryan children are forbidden from playing
together.

Jews are excluded from sport and gymnastics clubs.

Jews are excluded from the German Chess Federation.

Reflect

Why do you think these
early laws restricted Jewish
involvement in the legal
professions?

Jews are excluded from choirs.

‘Race studies’ become part of the school examination
syllabus.

Jewish musicians are not allowed to practise their

profession.

Reflect

Some of the earlier reforms
seem quite trivial. Does this
mean they did not matter!

Jewish writers are not allowed to engage in any form of
literary activity.

Young Jews are not allowed to go hiking in groups of more
than twenty.

Marriages and extra marital intercourse between
nationals of German stock and Jews are punishable by
imprisonment.,

-

Jews are no longer ‘citizens’; they are just ‘subjects’ with

no rights.

Reflect
Why are the Nuremberg Laws
of 1935 such a turning point?

Jews must hand over all electrical equipment, bicycles,
typewriters and records.

Jewish veterinary surgeons are banned from practising.
Only Aryans can worlk as journalists.

Jews who convert to Christianity are still to be treated as
Jews.

Jews are forbidden to obtain a doctorate.

Post Office officials married to a Jewess are forced into
retirement.

jews are banned from belonging to the German Red Cross.

Jews are banned from being allotment helders,

April 1938

July 1938

August 1938

October 1938

Movember 1938
{at the time of
Kristalinacht,
see page 57)

December 1938

january 1939

February. 1939
March 1939

April 1939

September 1939

No escape

Under the growing persecution, 282,000 Jews
chose to emigrate from Germany between
1933 and 1939. They had to pay a heavy
emigration tax and, by 1939, they had to leave
almost all their possessions behind. Most
moved to neighbouring countries only to find
the Nazis followed them as the German armies
swept through Europe during the Second

Jews must show how much they own to ensure that their
wealth is being used in the interest of the German economy.

Jewish doctors are not allowed to practise on non-Jewish
patients.

How did the lives of the German people change, 1933-39?

Jewish street names are changed.

Male fews must add ‘Israel’ and female Jews *Sara’ to their

first names.
e ——

Jewish passports have to be stamped with a ‘|’ and passports
belonging to Jews whose emigration is undesirable are to be

confiscated.

Reflect

Why do you think the Nazis
wanted to be able to identify

Jews quickly and easily?

All Jewish children are expelled from non-Jewish state
schools.

Jews are no longer allowed to buy newspapers and
magazines.

Jews are banned from running businesses as craftsmen,
Jews are banned from running retail or wholesale businesses.
Jews are banned from cinemas, theatres, operas and
concerts.

Jewish driving licences must be handed over.

Jews are not allowed to use swimming pools.

Jewish publishing houses and bookshops are closed down.
Jews are not allowed to attend university.

Jewish women are refused recognition as midwives.

Jewish emigrants are not allowed to take valuables with
them.

Jews can no longer work as dentists, chemists, nurses or in
other medical posts.

Jews have to hand over jewellery, gold, silver and pearls.

Jews have to remove the ruins of synagogues destroyed by
rioters. Reconstruction is not permitted.

Jews can be evicted from their homes without a reason being
given.

Jews are no longer allowed to leave their homes after 8 p.m.
{or 9 p.m. in the summer).

Record

Use your notes on pages
5459 to improve the
over-simple summary
given on page 54.

World War. By that point, they had nowhere

else to run.

i

Reflect

Jewish property was first
taken by the state in 1939.
Why were the Nazis confident
that they could get away with
this by 19392

Reflect

Look back through the
timeline and find all the jobs
that Jews could no longer do.
What does this suggest about
how they were living by 1939?

Review

Why 1s it important to
challenge over-simple
summaries about Hitler's
Germany?
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The life of Rukeli Trollmann

A closer look at one person's life can often give us a deeper
understanding of events in the past. Studying Naz1 Germany is no
different.

Born in 1807 in Hanover, Johann Trollmann, a champion
bozrer, should have been hailed as a hero. Instead he was
persecuted by the Nazi regime before being murdered in 1944,
His story reveals the nightmare of living in Nazi Germany
for anyone who was considered different. In Johann’s case,
he was a Sinti. This was a group of the Romani people and so
Johann was considered unfermensch in the eyes of the Nazis.

The dancing tree

During the 1920s, Johann or Rukeli, which was his boxing
nickname (rukeli means ‘like a tree’ in Romani), became a famous
fighter, developing a dancing style that at the time was seen as un-
German but today is common among boxers. In 1933, Jews were banned
from boxing, which led to the light heavyweight title coming up for grabs

The champion

On 9 June, Rukeli seized his chance when he faced the Aryan champion
Adolf Witt for the title. He landed blow after blow against his opponent and
was clearly winning the fight. However, the pro-Nazi referee stopped the
bout and called a draw. The Nazis could not let a Sinti win. The supporting
crowd was furious and the referee was forced to give Rukeli the title.

Three weeks later, however, Rukeli, the ‘Gypsy in the ring’ as the Nazi
press called him, was told that the title had been taken from him and he
would have to fight again to prove his worth

On 21 July, Rukeli would fight the Nazi favourite, Gustav Elder. Rukeli
knew he would not be allowed to win so decided to make a stand. Stepping
in to the ring with his hair dyed blonde and his face whitened with flour,
Rukeli was directly mocking the Nazi ideology. Knowing he had no chance of
victory, he allowed his opponent to land punches without defence. He lasted
five rounds before collapsing. Rukeli's career was over. Unfortunately, the
sad story of Johann Trollmann was nat.

Obscurity

There is little evidence of what happened to Johann in the years 1933-38 as
it appears he went into hiding to avoid persecution. In the late 1930s, Sinti
increasingly began to suffer persecution similar to the Jews. Some Sint1,
including Johann, were given a straight choice: either go to a concentration
camp or be sterilised (an operation that stops you from having children)
Records show Johann took the latter option and, in 1938, divorced his non-
Sinti wife to protect her and their daughter.

The life of Rukeli Trollmann

Duty

a 1939, Germany invaded Poland and the Second World War began. In what
could be considered a surprising act, Johann joined the Wehrmacht (Germany
army) and spent the next three years fighting for the country that had
ireated him so badly. Johann was not the only Sinti to join up, showing that
the Nazi obsession with race could be turned aside when strong fighters were
offering their services (although this was never the case for Jews).

Rejection
1942 was a turning point in the Nazi treatment of Jews and Gypsies, who
were no longer tolerated and would now be exterminated.

Johann was discharged from the army and sent to Neuengamme
concentration camp in Germany, where 21l the prisoners were forced to
complete back-breaking manual labour tasks. Johann's task was harder
though. Recognised by one of the camp guards who was a boxing fan, he
was forced to train troops at night after the hard day’s work. Doing
- double the work of any other inmate, Johann was soon near
- breaking point.

L=

Twice dead

Seeing him deteriorate, the prisoners’ committee
1 pulled off a remarkable feat by faking his death and
\ getting him sent to another camp under a false
N identity. Unfortunately, it was not long before
- L he was recognised again. A fight was arranged
between Johann and Emil Cornelius, a hated
Kapo who helped run the camp for the S§
guards. Cornelius was no match for the
ex-boxer and walked away with his pride
severely damaged after a severe beating. It
was not long before he tock his revenge,
forcing Johann to work so hard that he
was physically exhausted. Waiting until
Johann was at his lowest, Cornelius
attacked and murdered him with a
shovel.

-y

R

Restoration

There is no happy ending to a
story this sad. But there is some
justice. In 2003, the German
boxing authority posthumously
returned the 1933 title to Rukels.

He was once again the victor.

+ Johann 'Rukeli’ Trollmann, c.1933
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On Friday 1 September 1939, people all over Germany
woke up and turned on the radio to listen to music.
Instead, they heard the voice of Adolf Hitler. The
Fiihrer informed the German people that at four o'clock
in the morning German troops had invaded Poland.
One boy later recalled, ‘With that our worst fears are
realised: it is war".

At around ten o'clock that morning, Hitler was
driven the short distance from the Reich Ghancellery
to the Kroll Opera House where the German
Parliament had met since the Reichstag Fire in 1933.
Inside, the Reichstag deputies were seated in the stalls
and tiers of the opera house. As you can see in the
photograph below, the wings of an enormous Nazi eagle
are stretched across what had been the stage. Rays of
sun radiated from the swastika in the eagle's claws.

Il - Germany in war

What was the impact of the Second
World War on the German people?

From his high-backed seat in front of the eagle,
Goring, the Reichstag President, gave a brief
introduction, and Hitler then addressed the Reichstag
deputies. He revealed what most people already knew:
that Germany was at war with Poland. Hitler gave
a justification for the war and went on to explain
that huge sacrifices would now be required from the
German people. At the end, there was the usual chorus
of Sieg Heils and Hitler left the Kroll Opera House. As
he returned to the Reich Chancellery, Hitler was met
by a small and subdued crowd. There was none of the
usual cheering. Some people silently raised their right
arms in a Nazi salute. One eye witness later recalled
hearing the sound of women weeping.

¥ Hitler announcing the invasion of Poland at the Reichstag,
1 September 1939

e

German people reacted to the news of the outbreak of
war with a mixture of emotions. Most Germans, particularly
those who remembered the horrors of the 1914-18 conflict,
had no desire for another war. Some people showed little
concern, assuming that German forces would quickly defeat
the Poles. Others were more fearful. One seventeen-year-old
schoolgirl recalled the mood on a Berlin train the morning
war was announced: ‘I remember that we all sat there with
these frightfully serious faces. We were depressed. We had the
feeling that something terrible was coming’.

And something terrible did come. In the autamn of 1939,
the invasion of Poland escalated into a war across Europe.
By the end of 1941, it had spread to other parts of the world.
During six years of war, from the invasion of Poland in 1939
to the final defeat and surrender of Germany in May 1945, the
lives of people around the world would be transformed. The
war would lead to unimaginable suffering and to the deaths of
millions, including hundreds of thousands of German civilians
killed in Allied bombing raids.

Today, Germany remembers the war and its impact on
the German people at Neue Wache, the national memorial in
Betlin. Inside, the entire space is empty except for a single
large bronze statue in the centre, Kathe Kollwitz's ‘Mother with
her Dead Son’ depicts a German mother weeping over the body
of her child. Above the statue, an open circle in the roof allows
light, rain and snow to fall on the figures below. Underneath
are the words, Den Opfern von Krieg und Gewaltherrschaft (for
the victims of war and tyranny). The statue is a powerful
symbol of the loss and suffering endured by the German
people during the Second World War.

The Enquiry

Your challenge in this enquiry is to plan a new one-hour TV documentary about
the impact of the Second World War on the German people. The programme
will be divided into three parts:

|. The changing lives of the German people, 1939—42
2. Opposition to the Nazis during the war years
3. The move to ‘total war’ in the period 1943-45

For each part of the programme, you will need to:

® decide on the content (events, developments and people) which you think
should be inciuded

@ give the programme researchers some ideas about the possible sources
(film clips, photographs, documents, buildings) which you would like them to
search for.

For each part of the programme, you should complete a planning sheet like the
one below:

;;(iontant Sources

i
i
1
t
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What was the impact of the Second World War on the German people?

A Kéthe Kollwitz's ‘Mother with her
Dead Son’ at the Neue Wache, Berlin




4 Children receiving a lesson on the use
of their civilian gas masks, Berlin, 1939

¥ A German aircraft factory during the
i Second World War. Despite huge numbers
1 joining industries related to the war, the
Germans could not match the British in
terms of aircraft production.

4 = . . i 9 -
Q Changing lives, 1939-42

The outbreak of war had an immediate impact on
the lives of German people. Fearing bombing raids
from Britain, many Berliners headed for the shops
to stock up on food and other necessities. Sandbags
were distributed and were stacked against ground-
floor windows to protect against bomb blasts. In the
evening, air raid sirens sounded in Berlin for the
first time. No bombs fell, but many inhabitants of
the city were gripped with fear. Blackout regulations
were issued on the first morning of the conflict. To
protect German towns and cities from air attack, no
light was to be visible from a height of 500 metres.
Kerbstones were painted white and luminous arrows
appeared on walls, pointing people to the nearest air
raid shelter. Some parents immediately sent their
children to live with friends and relatives in the
country. Those children who remained in cities were
issued with civilian gas masks.

i

The move to a war economy

When the Nazis invaded Poland on 1 September 1939, they had prepared for
a limited war. After all, in the previous year they had been allowed to invade
Czechoslovakia without any interference. Things were different in 1939,
however. Within three days, both the British and French had declared war
on Germany in support of Poland. The war quickly escalated and German
forces made rapid advances into western Europe. In April 1940, German
troops marched into Denmark and Norway. The following month, the British
withdrew their army from Dunkirk. By June 1940, Belgium and France had
both fallen and German aircraft began to target the airfields of Britain.

To fight on this scale required a huge increase in the supply of weapons
and ammunition. In December 1939,
Hitler announced that Germany would
become a war economy. All industries
would focus on supporting the war effort
and there would be ambitious targets for
every aspect of war production. Military
expenditure rose dramatically. In 1939, 23
per cent of the goods produced in German
factories were related to the military; by
1941 this had risen to 47 per cent. Huge
numbers of German people moved into
jobs linked to the war economy. By 1941,
55 per cent of the German workforce was
employed in war-related work.

Despite these figures, the war
cconomy in the early years struggled
to turn the increased investment into
sufficient production. Five different
groups tried to control the economy: the
S8, the Wehrmacht, the Luftwaffe, the
Navy and local Nazi leaders. Inefficiency
and a lack of central control meant that
Hitler's advanced war economy had not
materialised by the end of 1941.

~
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What was the impact of the Second World War on the German people?

Albert Speer
Things changed in February 1942 with the appointment of Albert Speer as
Minister of Armaments and War Production. Speer was Hitler's personal
architect and now took charge of improving the German war economy.

As a trusted ally of Hitler, Speer had the power to do what he wanted.

The Ftihrer famously told him, ‘Speer, T'll sign anything that comes

from you'.

Speer's plan was to give factories independence, what he called
industrial self-responsibility’, but at the same time ensure central control.
In April 1942, he created the Central Planning Board which established
greater freedoms for industry but which was ultimately under his direction.
Speer encouraged industrialists to join his ministerial team and, where
possible, excluded the military personnel who had caused inefficiency in the
early years. In addition to giving factories more autonomy, his main policies
were to:

focus factories on producing a single product

8
» employ more women in factories
» use concentration camp prisoners as workers
o ecxclude skilled workers from compulsory military service.
i 1940 1941 1942 (943
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& Ammunition production, October 1939 to October 1943

Reflect

¥hat can the table of statistics and the graph tell us about the impact of
Speer’s plan?
2. What questions do they make you want to ask?




What was the impact of the Second World War on the German people?

|-
The impact of the war on German civilians, 1939-42 | in war industries and this had risen to 1.5 million by
1041. However, the total number of German women
aged 15 to 65 was nearly 30 million. With men away at
war it seemed that most women preferred to stay

at home.

" 'The first winter of the war was the coldest in living memory. In January
1940, daytime temperatures across northern Germany rarely rose above
-5 *C. Freezing temperatures and heavy snowfall made travel almost
impossible. Railway points froze and the waterways were blocked by ice. In
these conditions, the most immediate difficulty people faced was a lack of
o coal. All factories not engaged in war production were told that they would
receive no coal. Many businesses, schools, beer halls and cafés were forced to
close. The inhabitants of German towns and cities struggled to heat their i SER . ;
homes. People foraged for firewood in the parks and forests. Some people had campaign against industrial areas in the north and

. no heating at all and simply wore their outdoor winter clothes indoors. west of Germany. On 28 August, Britis.h planes made a
first devastating attack on Berlin. During the autumn

Shortages of 1940, people in many cities were faced with air
raids three or four nights each week. The German
government introduced a massive programsme to build
air raid sheliers and to improve air defences in the
cities. Night after night, people sought protection in
the air raid shelters, but they were not always safe. For
example, at the end of October, fifteen Berliners were
killed when their air raid shelter collapsed.

In September 1940, the Nazis became increasingly
concerned about the safety of German children in
the cities. They therefore introduced a programme of
evacuation known as Kinderlandverschickung — KLV.
This system of voluntary evacuation to the countryside
was first applied to the cities of Hamburg and Berlin,
which were considered to be most at risk from attack.
All children below the age of fourteen were eligible for
a six-month stay in a rural area. Those below the age of
ten were placed in families and could be accompanied
by their mothers. Older children were placed in
‘camps’, which were run by the Hitler Youth.

Conditions in the camps varied enormously. The

Bombing and evacuation

As the German armies marched across northern
France in the spring of 1940, the RAF began a bombing

In the spring of 1940, Germany began to thaw, but the war
economy led to serious shortages of food and other products
throughout the war years. The Nazis immediately realised
that they could not rely on imports and that their own
agricultural production would be greatly reduced with so
many men in the armed forces. Rationing was therefore
introduced from the outset.

The supply of most foods, clothing, shoes and coal was
strictly controlled. The German system of rationing was
extremely complicated and often caused confusion. People
were allocated points according to their age and occupation,
and were given colour-coded ration cards for different
products. These were re-issued every month so that the
authorities could revise the allocation according to supply.
The ration cards of German Jews were marked with a red J".
Jews were given a much lower allocation and could only shop
at certain times, usually half an hour before stores closed,
when most goods had already been sold.

4 Women in a German arms factory, 1942

By removing children from their parents for long
periods of time, the KLV programme allowed the Nazis

The German system of rationing ensured that most people to extend their indoctrination of German children
were adequately fed during the war, but German civilians . . during the war years. For this reason, many parents
spent much time queuing and the quality of products was buildings could be hotels, country houses, monasleries  ere reluctant to let their children go. Of the 260,000
much reduced. Complaining could be dangerous. When a or youth hostels. The camps were often run to a rigid eligible children in Berlin, only 40,000 participated.
Berlin woman described skimmed milk as ‘slop’ she was daily timetable and discipline could be very strict.

reported to the authorities. Her punishment was to report - ¥ Ten- and eleven-year-old boys at a home of the Hitler Youth,
to the police station every day for three months and repeat Record during the preparatory service for their admission to the ‘
aloud in front of officials and police officers; “There is ho German Youth, April 1941 l
. skimmed milk. There is only de-creamed fresh milk. Write a planning sheet for the first part of your documentary
& This poster from 1942 says ‘Hamster, programme ‘The changing lives of the German people, 193942’ like
shame on youl' Hamsters hoard items Women the one below. A first suggestion has been included to get you started.
e oy 97 1 The Nazi leadership was divided over the role of women in the war effort
encourage people not to hoard. e Nazi n re . e
Speer wanted them to work in the factories to boost production, but Hitler  The changing lives of the German people, 1959-42
and others still believed they should remain at home to continue their role as Content | Sources —
wives and mothers. This disagreement meant women were never conscripted Immediate impact: Photographs of people on streets
into factories as they were in Britain. Despite this, the perception of women * fear of aerial bombing of German cities, 19392 (e.g.
: did shift during this period, particularly for young women, and they began (blackout, sandbags, queuing for food, painting
' to be seen as more than wives and mothers. The restrictions on women in children sent to country) | kerbstones)
education from the early Nazi period were lifted during the war. From 1939, ° rationing Interview with someone who
women aged under 25 had to complete six months Labour Service before remembers the range of
being allowed to enter full employment. Most women worked their six people’s reactions to Hitler's
months in agricultural jobs. announcement of war
With the restrictions on marriage loans (see page 49) lifted for people in T T NN -
work, more women entered the workforce. In 1939, 760,000 women worked
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@ Wartime opposition

In Enquiry 2 you learned about the opposition to the
Nazis in the period 1933-39. During the war, some
German people continued to oppose the Nazi regime.
As the terror of the Nazi state intensified, and its

policy towards the Jews turned to genocide, various
individuals and groups risked their lives in opposition.
Some attempted to assassinate Hitler. Others spoke out
publicly against the Nazis or wrote critical leaflets and
postcards. Unknown numbers of Germans showed their
opposition to the regime in minor acts of defiance.

Assassination attempts

The most dramatic opposition to the Nazi regime during the war
years were the plots to murder Hitler and other leading Nazis.
These often came from elements within the German army. In
1943, when the war was going badly for the Nazis, there were
four attempts to assassinate Hitler led by army officers. All
these failed, but the following year an assassination attempt

almost succeeded ...

The July 1944 bomb plot
The plot was led by Colonel Claus Graf von Stauffenberg,

member of the German nobility and an army officer who
agreed with many of the Nazi's nationalistic policies. However,
as the war progressed, Stauffenberg became disillusioned
with the Nazi leadership and particularly disagreed with the
policy towards Jews. Following his injuries fighting the Allies
in Tunisia in 1942 (he lost his lefi eye, his right hand and two
tingers on his left hand), Stauffenberg became convinced that
Germany was being led into disaster and that the only way to

stop this was by removing Hitler.

During his recovery in Germany, von Stauffenberg
came into contact with other people who shared his
views. Ie joined a resistance group led by Ludwig
Beck and Henning von Tresckow, and took charge of
planning and leading an assassination attempt. The
plan was to kill Hitler and initiate Operation Valkyrie,
an emergency order which would allow the plotters
to use the reserve army to remove the SS and the
Gestapo.

By the summer of 1944, time was running out as
the Gestapo was closing in on the group. On 1 July,
Stauffenberg was appointed Chief of Staff to the
Reserve Army. This put him in a position where he had
direct contact with the Fihrer on a regular basis. The
plan was to bring a case full of explosives to a meeting
with Hitler, set it to detonate and escape before it
‘exploded.

=+, - Two aﬁempts in early July were aborted, but on 20

Tuly Stauffenberg made another attempt. The meeting
took place at Hitler's East Prussian headquarters at
Rastenburg. At 12.30 p.m., shortly -after‘éhe meeting
began, Stauffenberg excused himself. In the washroom

a

Reflect

As you find out about the different forms of opposition,
don’t forget to think about what to include in the
second part of your documentary programme.

& Claus Graf von Stauffenberg,
aristocrat and military officer

he fixed a detonator into explosive contained in a
case. Returning to the meeting, he slid the case under
the table near to Hitler. Stauffenberg then received a
planned telephone call and made his exit.

At 12.40 p.m. the bomb detonated. Hearing
the explosion, Stauffenberg believed he had been
successful and flew back to Berlin to take charge of the
wider coup against the Nazis. But the explosion had
not killed its target. A heavy table leg had deflected the
blast from Hitler. The power of the bomb was less than
expected, partly because the meeting had been moved
from a concrete bunker to a more open space due to
the summer heat.

Back in Berlin, Stauffenberg heard on the radio
that Hitler was alive. That evening, he and his fellow-
conspirators were arrested. Tried at a hastily arranged
court martial, they were executed by firing squad the
same night in the courtyard of the army headquarters.
Stauffenberg was buried immediately, but the next day
the §S dug up his hody and removed the medals from
his uniform. Today, the courtyard where he and others
were executed is a memorial site.

.'/-

Public criticism

puring the war years, anyone who spoke out publicly or who demonstrated
openly against Nazi policies risked their life. Despite this, some individuals
made brave moral choices.

Cardinal Galen

As you discovered in Enguiry 2, the Catholic Bishop of Miinster, Cardinal
Galen, began to speak out against Nazi racial policies after 1934 (see page 39).
puring the war, his opposition increased as the crimes of the regime became
more apparent. In 1941, Galen delivered three famous sermons denouncing
the use of terror by the Gestapo, the taking of Church property and, most
famously, the murder of mentally and physically disabled people. From this
he gained the nickname the ‘Lion of Miinster’. The sermons were printed and
distributed illegally. Three of the Catholic priests who took part in this were
caught and executed in Litheck. Galen himself survived the war as he was
too prominent a figure to be eliminated, but lived under virtual house arrest
from 1941 to 1945.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a Protestant pastor who had opposed the Nazis

from the outset in 1933. During the 1930s, he preached against them and
trained new pastors to join his cause. In the late 1930s, he secretly joined the
German resistance and, despite being hounded by the Gestapo, continued
his work. Banned from writing or speaking publicly, he joined the Abwehr
(military intelligence), which contained a number of army officers who
secretly opposed the Nazi regime. As an Abwehr agent he learned of the full
scale of the Nazi atrocities and this increased his resistance. Under cover, he
relayed messages for the underground resistance and helped to organise the
escape of Jews to Switzerland. In 1943, he was arrested and held in jail where
he preached to inmates. He was killed in Flossenblrg concentration camp in
April 1945, two weeks before the end of war.

The Rosenstrasse

Saturday 27 February 1943 saw the last ‘Action’ to round up the remaining
Jews of Berlin (see page 89). One group of men was taken to Rosenstrasse
2-4, a building that had been the Welfare Office of the Berlin Jewish
community. The Jews taken to Rosenstrasse were those whom the Nazis
considered to be ‘part-Jewish’. Many of the
men had Aryan wives, and it was these women
who gathered in the Rosenstrasse that day. The
crowd grew and became a spontaneous protest
in support of the captured men.

In the following days, there were around
600 women in Rosenstrasse at any one
time. They began to shout ‘Gebt uns unsere
Manner wieder' (Give us our husbands back).
Occasionally the women's chanting was
interrupted when SS guards threatened to
shoot. The women took cover in side streets,
but soon returned. For several days they stood,
arm in arm, chanting and shouting. Then,
on Friday 5 March, the first prisoners were
released. The wider deportation of Jews to the
death camps continued, but the women on the
‘Rosenstrasse had shown remarkable courage.

What was the impact of the Second World War on the German people?
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w A still from the 2003 film, Rosenstrasse




Leaflets and postcards

Speaking out against Nazi rule during the war could cost you your life. So
too could writing leaflets and postcards criticising the Nazi regime. Yet some
courageous people chose to secretly distribute anti-Nazi texts in an effort to

alert people to the brutality of Hitler’s government.

The White Rose

The White Rose was a group at Munich University
centred around Hans and Sophie Scholl. Influenced
by the sermons of Galen and having seen the
mistreatment of Jews on the Eastern Front during
compulsory service, the students decided to produce
a series of anti-Nazi leaflets. The first four leaflets
were produced between June and July 1942 and were
distributed locally to students, encouraging them to
resist the Nazis. The fifth leaflet, produced in January
1943, brought them to prominence. Written for a
broader audience, it was entitled an ‘Appeal to All
Germans' and stated ‘Hitler cannot win the war. He
can only prolong it.! Between 6000 and 9000 leaflets
were distributed to nine large cities around Germany.
After the German army had failed at Stalingrad,
the group produced a final sixth leaflet, hoping to
encourage the German people to resist the Nazis at a
time of low morale. On 18 February 1943, the Scholls
brought suitcases of leaflets to the university and
dropped them in corridors and lecture rooms, and
even threw some from a balcony into the atrium below.
Unfortunately, this last act was seen by a caretaker
who alerted the Gestapo. The Scholls were arrested.
Sophie assumed full responsibility to protect the others
but in the end most of the prominent members of
the group, including both Sophie and Hans, faced the
People’s Court and execution.

f
& Hans and Sophie 5choll, leaders of the White Rose Group whao wrote
anti-Nazi leaflets

Otto and Elise Hampel
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4 One of the Hampels’ postcards. It reads Free press! Away with the Hitler
dying-a-wretched-death system!” Over Hitler’s face on the stamp in the
middle are scrawled the words ‘worker murderer”.
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The Hampels were a working-class couple from Berlin
who, although not Nazi supporters, did not readily
oppose the regime in its first few years. However,
Elise's brother was kiiled in action in 1940 and it
seems that this spurred them into resistance. Between
September 1940 and the autumn of 1942, they hand
wrote over 200 postcards urging people to refuse
military service, to stop donating money to the Nazis
and to overthrow Hitler. The postcards were then

left in post boxes and stairwells around the Wedding
district of Berlin,

Nearly all of the 200 postcards were handed in to
the Gestapo, showing the fear the public had of such
simple objects of resistance. However, it still took two
years to identify the couple. Tried by the People’s
Court, they were executed in April 1943. Their story
was turned into a novel, Alone in Berlin, which has
been made into a Hollywood film.

1n the spring of 1943 a Berlin housewife in her mid-
forties noticed that the date 1918 had heen daubed

in paint on a nearby house. It was a simple message
which would be immediately understood by everyone
who saw it - Germany was once again heading for
defeat. The woman was impressed by this simple act
of opposition. Early in the merning, when no one
would see her, she began writing the date on notices
and posters. Whenever she returned to the site of her
‘protest’ some days later, the date had always been
covered in thick black paint. The woman's action was
a small act of defiance, for which she could have been
executed, She later recalled that she was simply trying
to give other Berliners ‘a sign of life’.

Writing anti-Nazi graffiti was just one way in which
Germans showed their opposition to Nazi rule during
the war years. Individual acts of opposition took a
variety of forms:

Saying ‘Good morning’ instead of ‘Heil Hitler’
¢ Telling anti-Nazi jokes
» Reading banned literature
» Listening to the BBC
¢ Hiding Jews

What was the impact of the Second World War on the German people?

Passive resistance from the German population

It is difficult to know how much of this ‘passive
resistance’ took place, but historians have concluded
that it increased during the war years. As soldiers
returned from the Eastern Front, information about
the barbaric treatment of Poles and Jews filtered
through, and people began to turn against the Nazis.
From 1943, the regime took a tougher line when
dealing with these trivial offences. For example, in
1944, a Berlin munitions worker was executed for
telling the following joke: ‘Hitler and Goring are
standing on top of Berlin's radio tower. Hitler says he
wants to do something to cheer up the people of
Berlin, “Why don’t you just jump?’ suggests Goring.’

Lack of knowledge: Most peaple had little direct experience
of Nazi brutality. It is very difficult to know how much ordinary
Germans knew of the Nazi crimes that were taking place in their

Fear: The repressive nature of the Nazi regime meant people
were scared of stepping out of line. During the war, persecution
increased, making opposition even more difficult. People knew

Reflect

In what ways had the war motivated the White Rose
Group and the Hampels?

country and in wider Eurcpe. However, a lol was covered up and
many claim they had no idea about events such as the Helocaust.

what could happen to them if they opposed the Nazs.

Why wasn’t there
more opposition?

Nazi prepaganda: The Nazi propaganda machine
became even mare effective during the war years.
Goebbels and his ministry feught hard te win the hearts
and minds of the German people, and sold them the
myth that Hitler would be their saviour,

Nazi success: Hitler's foreign policy was successful until 1941. The
Nazis also delivered on its promises to protect the German people.
There was a massive programme of bunker-building to pratect the
civilian population. Welfare schemes helped people whose homes were
destroyed by Allied bombing. These successes convinced many Germans

that the Nazis deserved their support.

Record

Write a planning sheet for the second part of your documentary programme:

‘Opposition to the Nazis during the war years'.




The move to ‘total war’, 1943

Until 1943, the German war machine had been largely
successful. However, in late January of that year, the
Nazis faced their first major defeat by the Russians at
the Battle of Stalingrad. By the beginning of 1943, the
British and French had pushed the Germans out of
North Africa. The tide of war was turning.

Goebbels’ plan for total war

Faced with these losses, the Nazis needed a new plan.
The war could only be won if the German people made
huge sacrifices. ‘Total war’ was now required.

On 18 February 1943, Goebbels addressed a large
public meeting at the Berlin Sportpalast. The stadium
had once hosted ice-hockey games, but had been used
for political rallies since 1933. The Sportpalast had
been carefully prepared for Goebbels’ speech. Huge
swastika banners hung from the balconies. At one end
of the stadium there was a long white platform from
where Goebbels would speak. The Nazi flag hung in

- - v

& Goebbels delivering his speech at the Sportpalast, 18 February 1943
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the centre and a stylised eagle stretched out behing.
Above, there was a huge banner with the words “Tota]
War - Shortest War’.

The crowd in the Sportpalast had been carefully
selected from a cross-section of the German people
who were loyal Nazis. Goebbels made a long and
powerful speech, which was broadcast on German
radio. He explained the need for ‘total war’ and asked
his audience a series of questions:

& ‘Do you believe with the Fihrer and us in the fina]
total victory of the German people?’

& ‘Are you and the German people willing to work,
it the Fuhrer orders, ten, twelve and if necessary
fourteen hours a day and to give everything for
victory?'

# ‘If necessary, do you want a war more total and
radical than anything that we can even imagine

“today?’

The crowd’s response of ‘Yes! became louder with,
each question.

——— e
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The impact on the German people

The move to total war that Goebbels outlined in
February 1943 had a drastic impact on the lives of
german civilians in the months that followed:

s The Nazis finally tried to mobilise women
into the war effort. A total of 3 million eligible
women beiween the ages of 17 and 45 were
called to work. Only 1 million actually took up
the call, with some avoiding it by deliberately
getting pregnant.

s Amything that did not contribute to the war
effort was eliminated. Professional sport was
ended, magazines were closed and non-essential
businesses were shut down. For example,
women could have a haircut but hair dyeing was
banned.

s The shortages became even worse, In
August 1943, clothes rationing was suspended
as the production of civilian clothes ended. As
an alternative, exchange centres were set up
where people could swap unwanted clothes or
furniture.

o There was an increase in propaganda
encouraging people to embrace the idea of total
war. Goebbels’ speech was shown in cinemas
around the country and posters like the one on
the right were posted throughout Germany.

The impact of air raids

British and American planes had been hombing
German towns and cities since 1940, but in 1943
they intensified their attacks. In late July 1943,

the Allies bembed Hamburg in a concentrated
series of day and night raids. The air raids on
Hamburg's narrow streets of wooden buildings
created a firestorm that tore through the city. Half
of Hamburg was destroyed and more than 40,000 s

civilians were killed.

In November 1943, the RAF began an intense attack on the German
capital, Berlin. On the night of 22 November, 750 planes attacked the city.
Within a week, the Berliners faced four bombing raids, which were more
horrific than anything they had experienced before. The city’s strong air
defences meant that deaths were limited to 3758, but about half a million
people were left homeless and nearly 100,000 were injured.

Goebbels had chance to witness the destruction when he left his
underground bunker on the evening of 24 November for the safety of his
country house to the west of Berlin:

What | saw was truly shattering. The whole Tiergarten quarter has been destroyed, so has
the section around the Zoo. While the outer facades of the great buildings are stilt standing,
everything inside is bumt to the ground ... Groups of people scamper across the street like
veritable ghosts. How beautiful Berlin was at one time and how run down and woebegone it
locks now

What was the impact of the Second World War on the German people?

"

& This poster, published in 1343, says ‘All
power stretched to total war! Shorter
war!’ Rolling up your sleeves and joining
in the war effort was a common theme of
propaganda.
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What was the impact of the Second World War on the German people?

The Volkssturm

Desperation, 1944
© In 1944, the war in Europe turned further still against the Nazis. In the fn October ,19443 as the military situat.ion gesned
spring, the US and Britain continued their air raids on German cities. In for the Nazis, Hitler ordered the crf?atmn .
June, the Allies successfully invaded northern France and began an assayl; the Volksstuﬂ-’n- (.P eOPIPT)S Storm). T.hls was

i on northern Europe. By August, they had liberated Paris. In the east, Soviet a National Militia, which the Nazis hoped

| forces entered Romania and moved into Poland. would be al_)le L defend Germa}ny against

il 1944 brought chaos and confusion to Germany. Continued Allied the advancing Russian and Allied troops.
hombing devastated many cities. People struggled to survive in the ruins. All males betweer.l the-a-ges of 16 z.md 60 who
Many fled to seek safety in the countryside. As the Allies and Russians were not already in military service were

advanced through Nazi-occupied forced to join the Volkssturm. Nazi officials et : 4 A Volkssturm armband
countries, native Germans poured even patrolled the wards of German hospitals

back into their motherland. The searching for injured soldiers who were fit
enough to hold a gun and could be pressed back

¥ Afire in central Berlin after
an air raid in July 1944

huge number of refugees added to

the pressures on fuel and food in into service. ] ) L
Germany. Members of the Volkssturm received just four days’ training.

The summer of 1944 saw a huge There were no uniforms. The men were simply ordered to avoid
increase in arrests and executions, brightly coloured clothing and were given an armband to wear.
The shock of the July bomb plot led They were issued with old rifles and captured foreign weapons.
The sight of these teenagers and middle-aged men marching
through the streets of town and cities can have done little to raise
the morale of the German people.

to a surge in Hitler's popularity. It
also provided an opportunity to bring
the people and the army into line.
The Gestapo and SS arrested over ¥ A parade of the Volkssturm in Berlin for Goebbels, 12 November 1944
7000 people whom they managed to
connect to the plot, and they executed
5000 of them. Many of those executed
were Wehrmacht officers, who were
then replaced by Nazi-loyalists. For
the first time, the Hitler salute became
compulsory in the army.

Increasing the war effort

The Nazis knew that in order to have a chance of winning the
war they had to continue their push toward total war. In July
1944, Goebbels was made Reich Trustee for Total War, putting
him in charge of ensuring that every aspect of German society
was working towards the war effort. He immediately increased
the pressure on the German people:

» Half a million workers were ordered to become soldiers. Many
of these men had worked in arms factories and were replaced
with untrained workers. This had a negative impact on
production, but the Nazis desperately needed soldiers to fight
on the eastern and western fronts.

« The age limit for compulsory service for women was
increased to 50.

» There was an increase in forced labour, which had been used
in Germany since the start of the war. By the summer of 1944,
7.6 million foreign workers had been brought to Germany,
making up a quarter of the workforce.

o To save fuel, railway and postal services were reduced.

& All theatres, opera houses and music halls were closed.

» Propaganda was strengthened still further. Many posters
encouraged people to be careful what they said in public.

“ Propaganda continued to be published in 1944. This poster translates as ‘Pst — the
enemy listens in!”




Chaos, destruction and peace, 1945

In early spring 1945, both the British and Americans in the west, and the
Soviets in the east, made rapid progress against the Germans. In March, the
British and Americans crossed the Rhine into Germany. In April, the Soviets
crossed Germany’s eastern border. Yet the Germans fought on until all that
remained of the Third Reich was a handful of people in Hitler’s bunker. On
30 April 1945, realising the end had arrived, Hitler took his own life and a

week later the war in Europe was over.

Falling apart
The chaos of the last few months of war was reflected
in German society. As the Nazi leadership panicked
in the face of inevitable defeat, the infrastructure of
the country began to fall apart. Ration cards became
useless as the shops ran cut of goods. There were
severe food shortages. Those with money turned to the
black market to survive. Others faced starvation.
British and American bombing became particularly
ferocious in the last year of the war. In February 1945,
Dresden was bombed in four raids by 727 British
planes and 527 American planes. Together they

dropped nearly 4000 tons of high explosive on the city.
This resulted in a firestorm that destroyed 1600 acres
of Dresden and led to the deaths of around 25,000
people. The loss of civilian lives was so high that some
people later argued that the British and American
officials who ordered the bombing raids should have
been put on trial for war crimes.

¥ Dresden after the British and Americans had heavily bombed the city in
February 1945. As you can see, much of the city is in ruins. This iconic
photo was taken from the top of the remains of the Town Hall with a
statue appearing to angelically survey the damage.

Fighting to the bitter end
By April, the empire of the Third Reich had shrunk to Berlin alone. With the
goviet troops surrounding the city by the middle of the month, you would
have expected the people and leadership to surrender, but they fought on.
with depleted Wehrmacht and SS forces, the fight was continued with help
from. the Volkssturm and the Hitler Youth. The latter had become increasingly
militarised during the war and now took an active role. Faced with an
army of many times their number, defeat was inevitable and, on 2 May, the
Germans finally surrendered.

In his 2011 book, the historian Tan Kershaw examined what the last two
years of the war meant for the people of Germany. He opens the book The
End with the following words:

As disastrous defeat foomed in early 1945, Germans were sometimes heard to say they
would prefer ‘an end with horror, to a horror without end’. An “end with horror’ was certainly
what they experienced, in ways and dimensions unprecedented in history. The end brought
destruction and human loss on an immense scale.

In the book Kershaw sought to explain why the Nazi regime was able to
hold together when it was under so much pressure in the last two years of the
war. He argued that a combination of terror, propaganda and faith in Hitler
held the Nazi regime together to the bitter end.

¥ The historian lan Kershaw
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"Berlin and the end of the Third
Reich, April 1945

LS

A A Russian tank amid the ruins of Berlin, At the beginning of 1942, the Third Reich stretched from the outskirts of

Moscow to the western coast of France ‘Three years later, in April 1945, all
that remained was the once great city of Berlin. The Nazis were defeated
by the Soviets in the east and the Allies in the west, but Berlin fought on.

On 20 April, it was Hitler'’s birthday. He emerged from the
underground bunker in the centre of the city that had become his home
since January Hitler made awards to members of the Hitler Youth
for their bravery, still believing that Germany could triumph He was
deluded. The Soviet Red Army had already encircled Berlin in what would
become the last great offensive of the Second World War in Europe. That
evening, the Soviets began a shelling campaign that lasted for two weeks
Already devastated by British, American and French bombs during the
previous four years, Berlin took a final hammering In the final days of
the war, more than 2 million shells landed on the city.

Berlin faced 1.5 million Soviet soldiers and was defended by only
80,000 men. This was not the well-polished Wehrmacht of earlier victories,
but a hastily-put-together group of those who were left. Half were made up
of the Volkssturm, with little training and few effective weapons. The other
half were regular soldiers, many of whom were tired and broken from six
years of war. It is not surprising that they were crushed by the Soviets

Berlin and the end of the Third Reich, April 1945

While German troops fought on the streets
of the city, the citizens of Berlin hid in cellars
or bunkers, often with no toilet facilities and
limited food supplies. Those who were brave
enough to venture outside found a scene of
devastation and danger. One Berliner, Ruth
Andreas-Friedrich, wrote

No express trains are moving in or out. All
transportation Is at a standstill. Postal and telegraph
services have ceased. We are cut off from the world,
for better or worse, at the mercy of the oncoming
catastrophe.

The people of Berlin were in great fear of
what would happen when the city finally fell
to Soviet forces. Thousands of people took
their own lives.

On 30 April, Hitler faced the reality that
he had refused to accept in the previous weeks: this was the end. A few
hours after marrying his partner Eva Braun, they both committed suicide by
swallowing cyanide capsules and then shooting themselves with pistols. The
Third Reich was over By 2 May, the Reichistag had been captured by Soviet
troops and the fighting had ended On 9 May, victory was claimed by the
Allies and a peace was signed in the outskirts of Berlin

For the people of Berlin the nightmare was not over, Four years of
bombing and two weeks of intensive shelling meant that hundreds of
thousands of families had lost their homes and were reduced to living in the
rubble of the city. Food supplies were dangerously low and people feared
starvation. Some even butchered the dead animals in the street to survive
It was the women of Berlin who had most to fear from the Soviet
mnvasion. Hospital records reveal that between 90,000 and
130,000 women were raped in the weeks after the surrender.
Many other rapes went unregistered. The horror of these
last few weeks of the war would never be forgotten by
the people of Berlin

& Members of the Volkssturm with bazockas,
ready to defend the city, Berlin, 1945

¥ Berliners butchering a dead
horse on the street, 1945



& A British policeman and a German air force
officer in St Helier, the capital of Jersey,
summer 1940

Occupation

What did Nazi rule mean for the
people of Europe, 1939-45?

‘l‘l At first sight, this is a surprising photograph.

It shows a German air force officer talking to a
British policeman in the summer of 1940. As you
know, Germany never managed to invade Britain
during the Second World War, but the Nazis did
succeed in occupying one part of the British Isles
— the Channel Islands. On 30 June 1940, German
forces landed, unopposed, on the two main islands
of Jersey and Guernsey. The occupation lasted for
nearly five years until the Channel Islands were
finally liberated on 9 May 1945.

Following their invasion in 1940, the Nazis
quickly tock control. All laws had to be approved
by the German kommandant but the Channel
Island politicians were allowed to remain in
post in order to assist with the smooth running
of the occupation. The politicians were faced
with difficult decisions. They felt that they had
to co-operate but did not want to be seen as
collaborators.

For the people of the Channel Islands,
Tesistance was difficult. Most of the men on the
islands were away serving in the British army. It
was the women who remained, with the young
and elderly men. On such small islands, armed
resistance and sabotage were impossible, but
people made their own moral choices about how
far they co-operated with the occupation. At the
extremes, some women had relationships with
German soldiers, while others risked their lives by
printing underground newspapers. Many people
tried to undermine the occupation by breaking the
rules, refusing to speak to the Germans or writing
anti-Nazi graffiti. From a population of 66,000
during the war, 4000 Channel Islanders were
sentenced for breaking the law, and 570 of these
were imprisoned.

In October 1941, Hitler announced that the
Channel Islands Would become an ‘impregnable
fortress as part of the Atlantic Wall of fortifications that he planned for the
entire coast of western Europe. Massive gun emplacements, underground
bunkers and tunnels were built along the coast of the Islands. Most Channel
Islanders refused to help in the construction so slave labour was brought
from Nazi territory in eastern Europe. Four concentration camps were built
on Alderney to house over 16,000 prisoners who were brought to the island
during the years of occupation. Around 700 died due to the harsh treatment
received in the Nazi slave labour camps on Alderney.

What did Nazi rule mean for the people of Europe, 1939-45?
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A Eurcpe in 1942 at the height of Nazi control

This map shows the Nazi occupation of Europe when it was at its greatest
extent in 1942, As you can see, by 1942 the Third Reich stretched to the
Atlantic Qcean in the west and had almost reached Moscow in the east.

Reflect

Look at the map. Which present-day countries were under Nazi occupation?

The Enquiry

Nazi occupation varied from country to country, and within each country
people were affected in different ways. In this enquiry, you will build your
knowledge of what happened during the Nazi occupation of Europe and
analyse what Nazi rule meant for different people. You will do this in three
stages:

You will begin by analysing the contrasting nature of Nazi rule in eastern
and western Europe. Your focus will be on the occupations of Poland
and the Netherlands. You will complete a Venn diagram to analyse the
similarities and differences between the occupation of the two countries.
2. You will then investigate how and why the Nazi regime murdered 6 million
European Jews in the most disturbing event of Europe’s history — the
Holocaust. You will produce clear summaries of the different aspects of the
Holocaust to analyse this complex and horrific aspect of Nazi occupation,
3. Finally, you will examine how people reacted to Nazi rule across Europe.
To consider different reactions, you will decide where to place selected
people and groups on a continuum line from collaboration to resistance.




. The contrasting nature of Nazi rule
in eastern and western Europe

As you discovered from the
map on page 81, the Nazis
occupied a number of countries
across Europe. They treated
each country differently, but
overall the occupation in the
east was very different from the
occupation of western Europe.
We can explore this by focusing
on two examples: the occupation
of Poland (in the east) and the
Netherlands (in the west).

Record

As you read pages 82-83, make
a list of the main features of the
MNazi occupation of Poland.

¥ The Wehrmacht marching through Warsaw
in 193¢

The occupation of Poland

Poland had only officially existed as a
country since the end of the First World
War in 1918. Before this, in the nineteenth
century, it had been part of an area
controlled by Germany. Nazi leaders, who
believed that Germany needed Lebensraum,
saw it as their right to take back what they
helieved belonged to Germany. When the
Nazis invaded Poland in September 1939,
they aimed to remove any element of Polish
control or culture. Their plan was to totally
Germanise the couniry.

By October 1939, Poland had ceased to
exist. Nazi leaders split the country into
different regions and incorporated some
into existing German territories. The fifth
and largest region was named General
Government. There was discussion as
to whether the name should be General
Government of Poland, but the Nazis decided
to remove all trace of the country.

# The German occupation of Poland, 1939

— Borders of Poland Slovakia

Final line of partition

Baltic Sea Lithuania

East
Prussia

"
Warsaw

Bohemia
and
Moravia

Key
on 1 September 1939

of Poland, 29 September1939

Polish regions annexed Hungary
to the Reich, September 1939

General Government
Soviet-occupied territory

USSR
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The removal of Polish culture and people

In 1940, Himmler drew up his Eastern General Plan, a strategy for
occupation in the east which would be tested in Poland. The plan was simple
- to remove as many of the Polish or Slavic people as possible and to replace
them with Germans. From 1940, hundreds of thousands of native Polish
citizens were expelled, and 500,000 ‘ethnic Germans' were settled in their
houses and on their lands.

Many of the native Poles were moved into the General Government
region. This was governed by Hans Frank, a Nazi ex-lawyer, who introduced
arule of terror. In May 1940, Frank destroyed Polish culture, education
and leadership. Schools and universities were closed. Polish intellectuals
and political leaders were particularly targeted. Around 30,000 of the most
talented people in Poland were arrested. Many were tortured and murdered.

The Nazis considered Slavic Poles to be racially inferior and, from the
outset, large numbers were murdered by the Wehrmacht and the SS. Tt is
estimated that 1.9 million non-Jewish citizens were killed. Other Poles were
sent to work in Germany through forced labour schemes, Between 1939 and
1945, over 1.5 million were deported and forced to work in labour camps. In
May 1940, the Polish Decrees established rules for Poles working in Germany.
All were forced to wear a P on their arm, humiliating them and singling
them out as different. Sexual relations with Germans were banned and a
lower wage than that paid to German workers was enforced.

Things were even worse for Polish
Jews. From the outset, they experienced
persecution and brutality. From 1940,
Jews were concentrated in ghettos (see
page 87). The Jewish population of
Poland in 1939 was roughly 3.5 million.
Before the end of the war, the Nagzis
had murdered over 3 million Polish
Jews. In order to do this, a network of ?
concentration camps and death camps 3, STAMIROWSKI
{the sole function of which was murder) st
was established throughout Poland (see
page 89).
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Resistance

The Nazis' destruction of Poland, and

the brutality of their occupation, led the
Polish people to form ane of the largest
and most complex resistance movements
in the “ThOle of Nam—occupl‘?d Europe. . & A memorial to murdered Polish victims
The Polish government, which had escaped to London in 1939, helped to at Poliak prison in Warsaw. Many leaders
establish Delegatura, a secret state within Poland. In August 1944, the Poles were sent here, tortured and executed
staged an uprising in Warsaw, a bitter struggle against Nazi rule that lasted

for two months. In the end, the uprising was brutally crushed by the Nazis.

Hitler ordered the complete destruction of Warsaw and its people. Patients

in a city hospital were even shot as they lay in their beds. In total, 200,000

people were killed and the city of Warsaw was completely destroyed.

Reﬁe

Compare your list of the main features of the Nazi occupation of Poland with a
partner. Do you need to change or add anything?

()




The occupation of the Netherlands

Record

. As you read pages 8485, make a list of the
main features of the Nazi occupation of the
Netherlands.

German troops invaded the Netherlands on 10 May
1940. After four days of fighting on the ground,

the Luftwaffe attacked. On 14 May, Rotterdam,

an important trading city with a large dock, was
heavily bombed. Over 800 people were killed and
25,000 homes were destroyed as the Luftwaffe
targeted civilian areas.

Fearing similar destruction and loss of life in
other cities, the Dutch government surrendered.
Five years of Nazi occupation began in the Netherlands.

The Dutch royal family and government refused to co-operate with the
Nazi invaders, and escaped to exile in the UK. As a result, the Netherlands
was put under the control of Arthur Seyss-Inquart, an Austrian Nazi.

& Rotterdam, following the air raid on
14 May 1940

Democracy was abolished and parliament dissolved.

The occupation begins, 1940

The Dutch shared the same ethnic background as
Germans and were therefore treated very differently
from the Slavs of the east. Givil servants were allowed
to continue working if they chose to, although
30 per cent of town mayors stepped down. The
Dutch education system was not changed as the Nazi
rulers realised there would be a backlash if they tried
to interfere.

The Dutch were known to respect authority and
at first there was general compliance with Nazi

# A recruitrnent
poster to get Dutch
men to join the §5
reads ‘Your place
is stiil vacant in the
Waffen-SS".

regulations. In October 1940, when civil servants
were forced to complete ancestry forms to remove
‘Jewish elements’, nearly everyone filled in the forms,
Nevertheless, from the outset, the Dutch found small
ways to resist Nazi rule. On 29 June 1940, Prince
Bernhard’s birthday, many Dutch citizens wore
carnations in support of the royal family in exile.
The Germans reacted by removing royal portraits
and changing royal street names, but no one was
punished for their resistance.

Reflect

What can the recruitment poster tell us about the way
the Nazis saw the Dutch?

The turning point, [941—42

In 1941, the nature of Nazi rule in the Netherlands
began to change. In February, the first Jewish men
(425 of them) were rounded up for deportation. Dutch
communists called for a strike in retaliation. Trams
stopped working and strikers marched in the streets
in many Dutch towns. The Germans abandoned their
‘friendly’ attitude and shot at the strikers. Nine were
killed and hundreds arrested. On 13 March, the first
death sentences against Dutch citizens were issued.
Three strikers and fifteen members of the Dutch
resistance were shot. The strike and the German
reaction strengthened the mood of Dutch people
against the Nazi occupiers.

/Hn
Intimidation and viclence, 194344

In 1943, the Germans abandoned their attempts to win over the Dutch
and switched to intimidation and violence. The 140,000 Jews living in

the Netherlands were their main target. Already, by April 1942, all Jews
had to wear the Star of David. In 1943, the Nazis began deporting Jews to
extermination camps in huge numbers. In all, 107,000 Jews (76 per cent of
the total Jewish population of the Netherlands) were deported. This was
partly due to Dutch compliance but also more to do with the difficulty of
hiding pecple in a small and densely populated country.

By 1943, with so many German men fighting on the front lines, there was
a severe shortage of workers in Germany. In April, it was announced that
300,000 Dutch ex-soldiers would be transported to Germany to work as forced
labourers. Sirikes erupted across the country. The brutal Nazi response
resulted in 95 people being killed and 400 wounded. By late May, all Duich
men between the ages of 18 and 35 were to become forced labourers. Of the
170,000 who were expected to report for duty, only 54,000 did so. By 1944,
all men between the ages of 16 and 60 had to report for forced labour and
500,000 ended up working in Germany, a third of all eligible men.,

As aresult of this oppression, Dutch resistance developed as men hid
from forced labour and joined the forces resisting Nazi rule. By 1944, there
were 300,000 men in hiding. Many illegal printing presses were established,
producing anti-Nazi leaflets which encouraged more people 1o resist forced
labour. Armed resistance began as registry offices were attacked for ration
coupons and blank identity cards. Almost 20,000 resistance members were
arrested. Most were sent to the four Dutch concentration camps but others
were imprisoned in Germany. Around 2000 members of the Dutch resistance
were executed.

The beginning of the end, late 1944

Realising the end of occupation was near, in September 1944, the Dutch

government in exile called for railway strikes. As a result, 30,000 rail

workers went into hiding. The Germans found their own trains to use but

with fewer Dutch trains there was a severe lack of transport. Coal and

food were in short supply. Living conditions had slowly worsened through |

the war but in the winter of 1944-45 food shortages became severe. I,«'

In the final years of the war, 20,000 Dutch people died of starvation. .
On 5 May 1945, five years of Nazi occupation came to an end when

the Netherlands was liberated by Canadian soldiers.

Record

Now use your two lists to complete a Venn diagram comparing the Nazi
occupation of Poland and the Netherfands.

Features of
occupation

Features of
occupation
of Netherlands

Common

of Poland Fadtiires

What did Nazi rule mean for the people of Europe, 1939-45?

¥ Resistance groups were increasingly
ingenious in their technigues. This hollow
chesshoard was used by the Westerweel
Group to hide false documents. Set up

by teacher Joop Westerweel, the group
managed to help 150 Jews escape.

so severe that some families like

the Bontekoe family received parcels
of potatoes from their relatives who
were farmers.




Record

As you learn about the
Holocaust, produce a series
of small cards to sum up the
different stages.

& Jews being forced to scrub the pavements
in Vienna. Austrians stood by and watched.
Around the world, newspapers shared
these horrific scenes of humiliation.

Maria Altmann’s story
sotmctimes it take i fime to

from Vagnnad

it had ber
r Alard
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. The Holocaust

By the time the Second World War ended in 1945, the Nazis had murdered

11 million individuals, including Jews, Slavs, Gypsies, communists and
homosexuals. Of these 11 million, nearly 6 million were Jewish people whom
the Nazis had decided to systematically eradicate. This crime is called the
Holocaust.

In 1939, the Jewish population of Europe was 9.5 million. Jewish
communities were found in many parts of the continent, but there was a
heavy concentration of Jews in the east. As the Nazis began to occupy other
European countries they controlled a far larger population of Jews. To the
Nazis this was a ‘Jewish problem’ that needed a solution.

The first solution: persecution and
emigration (1938-39)

In the countries the Nazis occupied before the start of the
Second World War, the first solution was to force Jews to leave
the country. This policy was adopted in Austria following
the Nazi invasion in March 1938. At that time, Austria had

a Jewish population of 192,000, with 167,000 Jews in Vienna
alone. Before March 1938, Jews had equal status with other
Austrian citizens, but this changed as soon as the Nazi
occupation began. Jews were beaten and humiliated by being
forced to scrub the pavements to get rid of pro-Austrian
graffiti. At the same time, mass looting or ‘Aryanisation’ of
property began, initially by individuals but soon organised
by the 88, who took expensive belongings and, often, whole
properties.

The persecution led many Jews to consider emigration.
This was actively encouraged by the Nazis, who created a
Central Office for Jewish Emigration. According to official reports, 110,000
Jews emigrated in two years. The ‘Vienna Model’, combining persecution and
encouraged emigration, had been quickly established. It was a model that
would be repeated in Czechoslovakia the following vear.

e nf i L1 FWETE

Record

Produce your first information card on ‘Emigration, 1938-39’

del fustice: Maria was

IO eRE e 871710

Maria Altmann and her painting

What did Nazi rule mean for the people of Europe, 1939-45?

The second solution:

concentration in ghettos (1939-41)

In September 1939, when the Nazis invaded
Poland, the scale and nature of the ‘Jewish
problem’ changed. Emigration could not be an
effective solution in a country with 3.5 million
Jews. A new solution was needed. A plan was
formed to move all the Jews of Europe to a
reservation (areas in the Soviet Union and
Madagascar were discussed), but in 1940 the
Nazis did not own an area of land where such a
reservation was possible. Instead, Polish Jews
(and soon others from other countries) were
concentrated into ghettos so they would be
ready for a mass deportation once a suitable
reservation was found.

Ghettos were enclosed districts that isolated
Jews by separating Jewish communities from
the non-Jewish population. They varied in
size and there were hundreds in German-
occupied Poland alone, The largest ghetto
in Nazi-cccupied Poland was in Warsaw.
Completed in November 1940, the ghetto had
three-metre-high walls topped with barbed
wire. By March 1941, the Warsaw Ghetto held
445,000 Jewish inhabitants. This was a third of
the city's population, in just 2.4 per cent of its
area. On average, fifteen people shared a small
apartment. Unsurprisingly, these conditions
led to disease and death, particularly among
the vulnerable, like the young and old. In the
autumn of 1941 alone, there were 900 cases of
typhus (a bacterial infection with severe flu-like
symptoms which is often fatal) in the Warsaw
Ghetto. In its three-year existence, over 140,000
died here. High death rates were common in
ghettos across eastern Europe.
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The final solution: murder (I94I 45)

Phase one: the Einsatzgruppen

VON DER EINSATZGRUPPE A ﬂUHLHGEFUHRIL}

Phase two: death by gas

while the Jews on the Eastern Front were killed
with bullets, a different method was being used in

Each of these camps was kept in great secrecy.
Managed by only 20 to 35 officers, the camps were all

The mass murder of Jews began with the Nazi JUDENEXEKUTIONEN e German-occupied Poland. At Chelmno, a camp 30 in wooded areas away from large towns. Jews were
invasion of the Soviet Union in June 1941. For the PETERSBURG miles north of the Polish town of L6dZ, Jews were deported from the ghettos and would arrive at what
Nagzis, this was a life-and-death struggle against »...J"‘“‘m . CRASHOGWERDEISK being murdered by exhaust fumes in vans, a method appeared to be a train station. They were then stripped
| communists and Jews in the east. The invading R that allowed greater numbers to be killed and had less  of their clothing and possessions before being gassed in
forces were given orders to purge the Soviet- 9b3 é of a negative psychological impact on the 88 soldiers chambers, which had been made to look like showers.
occupied territories of all ‘hostile elements’. ﬂEHFREI 2500 doing the killing. With no obvious reservation for Afterwards Jewish slave labourers would remove the

Jews in particular were to be targeted.

The men who carried out the mass murders
in the east belonged to the Einsatzgruppen. These
were mobile killing units, which consisted of S8
men as well as police and auxiliary units recruited
from the local population. Four Einsatzgruppen
(A, B, C and D), each consisting of 500-1000 men,
followed the German fighting troops as they
advanced into Russian-held territory.

As they reached different villages and
towns, the Einsatzgruppen rounded up Jews and
communists. Men, women and children were
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the concentrated Jews in the ghettos, this provided a
solution. The Jews of German-occupied Poland would
not be resettled; they would be murdered.

In the autumn of 1841, Operation Reinhard,
the extermination of all the Jews in the General
Government, was agreed. New extermination or death
camps were created, the sole purpose of which was to
murder. By 1942, Belzec (March), Sobibor (May) and
Treblinka (July) were all operational, murdering Jews
in newly constructed gas chambers.

¥ The main deportations and death camps, 1942-44

bodies, which were either buried or burnt.

To stop mass panic during this process, Jews were
tricked into thinking that they were being resettled in
the east. However, rumours soon began to spread in
the ghettos and it became apparent to many what was
happening. It is remarkable that some Jews managed to
resist the process. At Sobibor in 1244, Jews rose up and
managed to kill eleven 8S guards, allowing 300 Jews to
escape. But isolated acts of resistance could not stop the
Holocaust in Poland. By the end of the war, 1.7 million
Polish Jews had been murdered in Nazi death camps.

taken to secluded areas, often in woodland. : i
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Produce more summary cards to explain the
different phases of the Holocaust.
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On 20 January 1942, fifteen senior Nazi ministers, led by Reinhard Heydrich,
- sat down for a lunch meeting at Wannsee, an elegant couniry house outside
Berlin. At the 90-minute meeting, later known as the Wannsee Conference,
Heydrich laid out his plans for the mass murder of the Jewish people. The
Jews of occupied Europe would be removed from their home countries
and transported in trains to the General Government where they would be
murdered by gassing. The plans were meticulously detailed and included
the exact numbers of Jews in each country, even those they had not vet
occupied, such as Great Britain. Adolf Eichmann, a senior 8S officer who was
at the meeting, was put in charge of organising this mass murder.

Auschwitz: the death factory

After the invasion of Poland, a number of
concentration camps were constructed
across the country including, in October
1940, one outside the village of Oswiecim,
which had the German name Auschwitz.
It was in this camp that experiments to
mass murder prisoners using Zyklon
B, a gas used to kill rodents, began in
September 1941. This proved to be highly
effective. By late 1941, Auschwitz | was
overrun with prisoners and a second site,
Auschwitz TI-Birkenau, was created. Tt was
this site that was chosen by the Nazis as an
extermination camp to murder the Jews of
Europe. Four gas chambers and crematoria
were designed and built to kill and dispose
of thousands of Jews at the same time.
Jews from across Europe were
transported to the site in cattle trucks.
Packed in like animals, with no water or
toilet facilities, they endured journeys
that sometimes took days.
When the trains arrived at Auschwitz, the prisoners formed
two lines of men and women. SS guards and doctors then
began a selection process. The fit and able were sent to
the right to work as slaves in the factories connected
to the site. Everyone else (about three-quarters
of those who arrived) was sent to the left to be gassed
immediately.

4. 55 guards perform a selection on the
platform at Auschwitz in the summer
of 1944
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the site. By nation, the greatest number of Auschwitz's
victims were Hungarians. Approximately 438,000
Hungarian Jews were murdered here, half the pre-war
Jewish population of the country.

In November 1944, with the Soviet army
approaching, Himmler ordered that the gas chambers
should be destroyed. In January 1945, the camp was
evacuated and 58,000 detainees were put on a death
march towards the German border. Thousands died
en route, but 20,000 of these individuals were liberated
from Bergen-Belsen by the British in April 1945. Those
too weak or sick to march, who had been left at the
camp, were liberated by the Soviets in late January.

Those sent to the left at the selection were told
to undress for a shower and were then led into the
gas chamber, which had been designed to look like a
shower facility. After the doors were shut, the Zyklon
B pellets were dumped through vents in the roof or
wall. The victims were dead within twenty minutes.
Sonderkommando, groups of Jews forced to work for
the Nazis, would then enter the chambers, wearing
gas masks, and remove the bodies to be burnt in the
giant ovens.

At its height, this industrial murder process was
killing 12,000 individuals per day. 1t is estimated that
1.1 million people were murdered at Auschwitz. In
total, one in six Holocaust victims was murdered at

Zigi Shipper's story
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Record

Complete your summary cards
explaining the different phases of
the Holocaust.

Many people who have not
studied the Holocaust in depth
only know that the Nazis
murdered millions of Jews in
Auschwitz. What would you tell
these people to help them to
understand the complexity of
the Holocaust!?
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Two contrasting responses to the occupation of France

we will begin by focusing on two contrasting individuals from France: André
Trocmé, living in Vichy France, and Coco Chane], living in occupied Paris.

. Responses to Nazi rule: collaboration,
accommodation and resistance

On Monday 3 June 1940, German bomnibs
fell on Paris for the first time since the
start of the war. The people of Paris
feared that German soldiers would soon
be marching into their city. Hundreds
of thousands of families, like the one in
this photograph, decided to flee.

Reflect

What does the photograph tell us about
this family’s situation in 19407

On 20 June, France was defeated
by Germany. It was divided into an
‘occupied zone' in the north and a ‘free
zone' in the south. The ‘southern zone',
known as Vichy France, was ruled
by the 84-year-old, right-wing French
nationalist, Philippe Pétain.

Nazi occupation in the north brought
hardship and suffering to many French families. People Although most people in France did not take part
felt angry and humiliated to see swastika flags draped in active resistance against the Nazi occupation, many
over public buildings. German soldiers plundered large  people engaged in minor acts of resistance such as
guantities of food and other supplies, causing severe listening to the BBC on the radio or helping members

& A French family fleeing Paris with the grandmother in a pram, June 1940

shortages. There was strict censorship and a night
curfew in the occupied zone. Hundreds of thousands
of French workers were taken to Germany as forced
labourer. Many men refused to leave France and had
to go into hiding. After 1942, over 70,000 French Jews
were deported to death camps.

of the Resistance. Life in occupied France was very
dangerous for those who actively resisted Nazi rule.
For these people, the Nazis built an execution chamber
in the basement of the former Ministry of Aviation
building in Paris.

lecord

In this section you will learn about the diversity of
responses to Nazi rule in France and across occupied
Europe. For people at the time there were three options:

@ Collaboration — working with the Nazis and helping
them to rule

® Accommodation — doing as you were told by the
Nazis

@ Resistance - opposing the Nazs.

In reality, the lines between these options were blurred and
it is better to see this as a continuum line from extreme
collaboration to extreme resistance, with accommodation

Collaboration

Accommodation

in the middle. Somewhere in the middle is probably where
most of us would have been. For each person who lived
under Nazi occupation, deciding how to respond often
involved difficult moral choices.

On the foltowing three pages are examples of how some
individuals and groups responded to Nazi rule. As you read
about them, plot each example on a continuum line from
Collaboration to Resistance. It would be good to ‘pencil in’
your decisions at first so that you can decide on the final
positions when you have studied the complete range of
responses.

Resistance

-

g

André Trocmé

André Trocmé was a Protestant pastor of the small village of Chambon-sur-
Lignon in south-east France. A long history of persecution in Catholic France
had given the Protestant villagers a dislike for authority. When Vichy France
was established, they refused to read the oath to Pétain or to ring the church
bells in his honour. Trocmé was a pacifist and cared deeply about all human
beings, whatever their religion, When the authorities in Vichy France began
putting foreign Jews into concentration camps, he felt that he had to act.

Between December 1940 and September 1944, Trocmé arranged for Jews,
mainly children, to be hidden in the region around Chambon-sur-Lignon. The
local population worked together to place them in homes, hotels, farms and
schools. They forged identification cards, ration cards and, in some cases, led
escapes to Switzerland. Whenever they heard that the Vichy police or German
security were coming, the inhabitants moved the Jews into the mountains.

In February 1943, Trocmé was arrested. Eventually released after 28 days
due to a lack of evidence, he continued his work. But, in late 1943, he had to go
into hiding himself for the rest of the war due to fear of further arrest. Although
some German raids in the region were successful (in June 1943, they deported
five children to Auschwitz), by the time Chambon-sur-Lignon was liberated in
September 1944, Trocmé and the other villagers had saved 5000 Jews.

A André Trocmé

Coco Chanel

In the 1930s, Coco Chanel had established herself as a very famous fashion
designer and perfume maker. In 1940, when the Nazis occupied Paris, wealthy
French celebrities like Chanel had the opportunity to stay or leave. Chanel
stayed and soon became friends with the Nazi occupiers. Living at the Hotel
Ritz, where many prominent German officers stayed, she began a romance
with Baron Hans Gunther von Dincklage, a military intelligence officer. In
1941, taking advantage of new anti-Semitic legislation, she tried to persuade
the authorities to remove the Jewish directors of her perfume company and
give her the sole ownership as an Aryan. In the end this did not happen, but
her action revealed her motivation

In recent years, people have questioned whether Chanel was just a Nazi
sympathiser or whether she was working as a Nazi agent. In 2011, historian
Hal Vaughan claimed to have found evidence to prove that Chanel was a
German spy He argued that through Dincklage she had met Himmler and
forged a plan to write to her friend Winston Churchill to try to negotiate a
peace through the SS. Although some refute this, there is growing evidence to
suggest that Chanel had a more active role during these war years. After the
war she was questioned by the Allied authorities, but lack of evidence, and
support from Winston Churchill, meant that she was not convicted.

& Coco Chanel in 1929

Refiect

What do you think we can say for certain
about the actions of André Trocmé and
Coco Chanel?

Record

Decide where to place André Trocmé and
Coco Chanel on your continuum line
and write a short explanation for each.




Responses to Nazi rule across

the rest of Europe

Individuals and groups responded in different
ways to Nazi occupation. At one extreme
were collaborators who supported Nazi rule.
At the other extreme were those who risked
their lives to resist the occupation. Of course,
most people were in the grey area between
collaboration and resistance. They simply
‘accommodated’ the Nazi occupation and

got on with their lives. As a result, we know
relatively little about their response. The
labels on the map cover a range of responses
from different groups across Nazi-occupied
Europe, but they are mostly at the extremes
of collaboration and resistance.

In Belgium, the DeVlag movement was a
nationalist group who wanted stronger ties
with Nazi Germany. The movement had
50,000 members by 1943, They helped the
Nazis to recruit members to the Waffen-SS.

term used for the collection of ///
resistance groups in France. They

undertook guerrilla warfare against
the Nazis, publishing underground
newspapers and providing
intelligence to the Allies. In June
1944, the military elements formed
into the French Interior Force,
which helped the Allies push the
Nazis out of France.

The ‘French Resistance’ was the

. g
The Danish people were allowed to keep their |
government during the war in return for
establishing favourable relations with the Germans.
Industrial production and trade in Denmark was
redirected towards Germany. In return, the Danes
were able to reject German demands for legislation
against their Jewish population.

Record

Decide where to place each group
on your continuum fine. Write the
name of the group and a note to
summarise what it did.

The Chetniks were
a group of Serbian
nationalists. In
1943, they agreed
to work with the
Nazi forces that had
invaded Yugoslavia.

During the occupatidn
of Monaco, the police
turned over 42 foreign

Jewish refugees but
protected Monaco’s

own Jews.

The Ustasa, an extreme right-
wing political party in Croatia,
were inspired and encouraged
by the Nazis to build their own
concentration camps, where
they killed 25,000 Jews.
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What did Nazi rule mean for the people of Europe, 1939-45?

In Latvia, the S8 created the Latvian Auxiliary Security Police

/ or Arajs Kommando. The group was composed of students and
former army officers with right-wing politics who all volunteered
for the job. The Ardjs Kommandoe took up the job of purging

‘internal enemies’ by killing Jews and Communists. The group
alone murdered 26,000 Jews, half the Jewish population of Latvia.

The Bielski partisans were led by four brothers who
managed to escape the local Jewish ghetto in Poland and
live in the forest. Hundreds of men, women and children
joined them and, at its peak, the group numbered 1236. The
Bielski partisans lasted two years in the forest, completing
numerous sabotage missions against the Nazi rulers.

\iusignificant numbers of Poles

helped to rescue an estimated
450,000 Jews from certain
death. Aided by the Polish
Underground State, they hid
and fed Jews to keep them
safe from the fate of the
Holocaust.

Record

Between pages 80 and 91 there
are lots of other examples of
collaboration, accommodation
and resistance. Re-read these
pages and add other groups ta
your continuum line.
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During the occupation of Greece,
three Greek prime ministers, chosen
and controlled by the Nazis, passed N T, TRl T
legislation demanded by the occupiers. INELIL e LOUTIITIED
This included the creation of a
22,000-strong Security Battalion that
persecuted the Greek communists.




CLOSER LOOK 5

A historian’s work on the Holocaust in Hungary

We cannot look at all of Tim's findings, but three of the traces he has
explored are summarised below.

A historian’s work on the Holocaust

in Hungary

You might think that with so many books, films and television
series on the subject, we know everything there is to know
about the Nazis, However, historians are still making
discoveries about this period. One of these historians is Tim
Cole, who is a professor at the University of Bristol and whose
work focuses on the Holocaust in Hungary.

In the last enquiry, you found out about the general
experience of most Jews in Europe. However, the story of the
Holocaust was not the same in every country, The Holocaust
in Hungary was quite unusual as ghettoisation and deportation
happened at a very late stage in the war and occurred at

remarkable speed.

Hungary’s war

During the Second World War, Hungary fought on the side of
Nazi Germany. It had a right-wing nationalist government like
Germany and in the late 1930s passed anti-Semitic legislation,
but refused to deport its Jews This changed when the Nazis,
who had become frustrated with the Hungarian government,
occupied the country in March 1944, In just over eight weeks,
the Jews of Hungary had been ghettoised and the first Jews had
been deported. Within another eight weeks, the last deportation
took place. In a little over 100 days, 430,000 Hungarian Jews had

been deported to the death camps,

Tim’s research

& Histortan, Tim Cole

Tim has explained that he wanted to do something ‘from the bottom-up about
the experiences of ordinary men and women caught up in the events of 1944’
as this reflected his interest ‘in the lives of ordinary men and women in

extraordinary circumstances’.
Working in the Hungarian

I. The ghetto lists of Veszprém

In the town of Veszprém, the authorities kept
extensive lists of the Jews who were kept in
ghettos. These lists show that the majority of
these people were women. In one particular
ghetto, seven out of ten were women, and in the
age bracket of 20 to 29 year olds, 97.4 per cent
were women.

Where were all the men? In Hungary, Jewish
men were called up to the army and forced to
serve on the front lines. Conditions for these men
were horrific but they did escape the ghettos
and the death camps. ‘The extent to which the
Holocaust was gendered was striking to me. I
knew to expect more women than men in the
ghettos, but I didn't expect the almost complete
lack of adult men that I discovered.’

2. Receipts from Nyiregyhiza

In a rural country like Hungary, journeys to and
from the ghettos were not always on a train; often
they were on horse-drawn carts. The authorities
did not have the resources to carry this out on
their own and so needed farmers to help.

In Nyiregyhaza, receipts were kept of the
payments to these people, which help us see
the extent of the farmers’ involvement. In this
one area, 1000 days of cart transport were used
between 23 April and 11 May 1944. This involved
lots of cart owners from more than 60 different
farms.

3. A photo from Kérmend

A Deportation of Jews from Kermend, Hungary, ¢, June 1944

] . : P finlare The photo abov en i idd] ' :
archives, Tim realised that ‘rather N _fé;r";: Narvia o Large numbers did not just witness this event; Ble bove was taken in the m dle of Kormend,
. e G a large town. It shows the deportation of the Jews
than there being an equal spread i they took part. We cannot be sure why the cart :
‘ F oz o = ) : from the ghetto on their way to take the train to
of sources from across the country, i q Sy R owners did this but they were paid very little ] ] :
_ Je = , = Auschwitz. As you can see, this took place in the
they were more patchy and also the elang © L Denmd Soviet Unian for their help, so it is unlikely to have been for N ]
. X = 0 \ ] ) . middle of the day and was not hidden. Crowds of
type of sources differed from place = 5 Great financial benefit alone. P [ A
to place’. He calls these records S Brian© fh P queued up g et watching
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of these traces tells us about the
experience of the Holocaust in
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Reflect

We do not know who took the photograph or why,
but it is a rare glimpse into just one of the awful

e \} M As yolu ll;ead tf;e tnree traces, think about what they horrors that were unleashed in Europe in the terrible
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Preparing for the examination

The world depth study forms the second half of
Paper 3: World History. Tt is worth 20 per cent of
your GCSE. To succeed in the examination, you
will need to think clearly about different aspects of
Living under Nazi Rule, 1933-1945 and support your

ideas with accurate knowledge. This section suggests
some revision strategies you might like to try and

explains the types of examination questions that yoy
can expect.

. Summaries of the five key issues

Your study of Living under Nazi Rule, 1933-1945,
has covered five important 1ssues;

Dictatorship

Comntrol and opposition, 1933-1939
Changing lives, 1933-1939
Germany in war '
Occupation

A B L ) e

In the specification for your GCSE course, each
of the five 1ssues is divided into three sections We
divided each enquiry in this book into three stages

I. Mind maps

A mind map on A3 paper (or even larger) is a good
way to summarise the important points about a
particular issue. It allows you to show connections
between different points.

Control and
opposition,
1933-1939

Dictatorship

Nazi Rule,

Occupation

Living under

1233-1945

to match these sections and to help you build your
knowledge and understanding step by step.

Now you can use your knowledge and
understanding to produce a detailed and accurate
summary for each of the five issues. You will
also need to be clear about how the five issues
are connected. Here are four suggestions for
structuring your revision notes and showing the
connections between the issues. Choose the one
that is best for you, or use a variety if you prefer.

Changing lives,
1933-1239

Germany
in war

1

Preparing for the examination
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2. Charts

If you find it easier to learn from lists, a summary chart for each issue you
have studied might be best for you. You can use the format shown below or
design your own. Just make sure that you include clear summary points for
cach of the three sections in each enquiry you studied
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3. Small cards

Small cards are a flexible way to make revision notes You could create a set
of revision cards for each of the five main issues/enquiries you have studied
It would be a good idea to use a different colour for each set of cards,
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4. Podcasts € Exam
If - . . \ q . ’
Yli):il learndbest b}lr{ hstc:ln:ing to information a‘nd explanatlo.ns, you This depth study forms the second half of Paper 3: World History. It is worth
fou e ycn;lr now}e; £ 1& nd ulcliderstandmg by producing podcasts 20 per cent of your GCSE. The whole exam lasts for 1 hour and 45 minutes
0 sumrna i in i
Y rise what you have earne abouF Gaekl (?f il fie — so you will have just over fifty minutes to answer the three questions on
ou could produce your podcasts with a friend using a question and iving under Nazi Rule, 1933-1945
answer format. Living i
é---w-"-—'-*- o e o i o e e ,-,_--(---" e e e T ;_,,m- | Question 6
: N\ ' ! You will be given a single source to analyse. This will focus on an aspect of
E (‘(“ U) ! Living under Nazi Rule that you have studied. The source could be an extract
{ ; from a written document or an image. The question will always be ‘What can
Dictatorshi | Source A tell us about ..' To answer the question you will need to refer to the
: i e ! details in the source and use your own knowledge.
%
} ! | Example
JOW \ A D) St e - i ';"'-L: LA .'.i,_l.."“\" et e R v
Veabaghdaietin & What can Source A tell us about Nazi propaganda? Use the source and
— - — T T i - your own knowledge to support your answer. (7 marks)
{] (,h_r f I Source A - An announcement in a German newspaper, 16 March 1934
AR j}" i | 1 ( ‘b 1)) | . - : i S et o e —
’ ' Ny i Attention! The Fiihrer will be speaking on the radio. On Wednesday 21 March, the Fihrer 1
_| G S o L | speaking on all German stations from 11am te 11.50am. The district Party headquarters have
! SITTIAIRY W1 WeRf coupasion ordered that all factory owners, department stores, offices, shops, pubs and blocks of flats
g put up loudspeakers an hour before the broadcast of the Fithrer's speech so that the whole
! workforce and all national comrades can participate fully in the broadcast.
i DO '“:' A ';F—-——— il --—j
Practise this type of question using the example above.
To be well-prepared for the examination you need revision notes that P 1 ¥ i
summarise the main points and provide detailed examples in a format I. What exactly does this source reveal about:
that works best for you. o the types of propaganda used by the Nazis

o the features of specific types of propaganda

® the ways in which propaganda was produced

® the impact of Nazi propaganda?

What are the limitations of the source in terms of what it can tell us

about Nazi propaganda?

3. Make sure you use some of your own knowledge about Nazi propaganda
to analyse the source.

pa




Question 7

You will be given i collection of sources and interpretations to analvse, These
could be two sources and an interpretation or two interpretations and a source,
The collection will focys on an aspect of Living under Nazi Rule thatyou have
studied; It may inclade visaadl, aswell as written spurces and intalpretations.
The question stem wil] always be How usstul are/ Interprecation B and sources
C and D (or Source B and interprerations Cand 1) for a historian studving .7 7o
answer the question you will need o reter to the details in the interpretations
and sourceis) and wit vour own knowlades:

Example

7 How useful are Interpretation B and sources C and D for a historian studying the
growth of Hitler Youth organisations between 1932 and 19397 In your answer,
refer to the interpretation and the two sources as well as your own knowledge.

{15 marks)

interpretation B — From The Third Reich in Power by Richard J. Evans, 2006

From july 1936 the Hitler Youth had an official monopoly on the provision of sports facilities and
activities for all children below the age of fourteen; before long, it was the same for 14~18 year
olds. In effect, sports facilities were no longer available to non-members. Hitler Youth members
were given special days off school for their activities. The results of such pressure soon became
apparent, By the end of 1933 there were 2.3 million boys and girls between the ages of ten and
eighteen in the Hitler Youth organisation. By the end of 1935 this figure was approaching four
milfion, and by the beginning of 1939 it had reached 8.7 million

Source C — Graph showing membership numbers of the Hitler Youth organisations, 1932-1939
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Source D — Poster
published by the Nazi
government in Germany,
1938. The waords on the
poster mean: ‘Build youth
hostels and homes'.
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Practise this type of question by using the example above

- Make sure you think about the interpretation and sources in relation to the focus

of study identified in the question: the growth of Hitler Youth organisations
between 1932 and 1939,

Study the interpretation and sources carefully and decided what aspects of the
growth of Hitler Youth organisations they help us to understand.

. What exactly do the interpretation and sources tell us about:

a) the numbers of young people who were members of Hitler Youth
organisations in different years

b} the reasons for the rising numbers

¢j the activities of the Youth organisations?

i. Analyse the interpretation and sources, and use your own knowledge, to think

about any limitations in what they can tell us about the growth of Hitler Youth
organisations.

Make an overall judgement about how useful the interpretation and sources are
for a historian studying the growth of Hitler Youth organisations.
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Question 8/9

You have a choice of two judgement questions: Question 8 or Question 9, These
guesstions inthe stcond part of Paper 3 are the miost chailenging because they
A5k you to make o judgement about an aspeco of Living under Nazi Rule; 1933-
1859, The question wilEalways ask how far yowagree with a given statement
Your need to save onough time for thisiguestion because itis worth 1B marks:

Examples

§ ‘There was little effective opposition to the Nazis. How far do you agree with
this view of Germany between 1933 and 1945? {18 marks)

% ‘German occupation in the Second World War was, in general, far harsher in
eastern Europe than in western Europe.’ How far do you agree with this view?
(18 marks)

You may wish to agree completely, disagree completely or take a position where
you can see some reasons for agreeing and some for disagreeing. You can get full
marks for any of these types of answer provided that you:

# show that you have fully understood the given statement

® use very clear explanations and suitable, accurate supporting evidence to
persuade the examiner that you are giving a very reasonable answer

# keep closely to the point all the way through your answer

Choose one of the example questions above and write a plan of how you would
answer it. It is helpful to plan each paragraph in your answer so that it has a
very definite main point that is clearly supported with accurate and appropriate
evidence chosen from your knowledge of the period.

Copyrighi information

Interpretation B. Extract fiom Richard J Evans, The Third Reich nt Pawer, 1933 - 1939 How the Nazis Won Over the
Hearts and Minds of &2 Nanon, p 272, Penguin Books Lid, London, 2006

Source C Data from Greg Lacey and Keith Shepherd, Germany 1818-1945 A dapth study Student’s Book (Discovenng the
Past for GCSE), p 130, John Murray Publishers, London, 2002

Source D Hitler Youth propaganda poster, 1938 (colour litho), Witte, Herman (f1 1938) / Private Collection / Peter
Newark Historical Pictures Image supplied by Bridgeman Images

. Sources and interpretat

A source is a written document, picture, artefact or site which was created by
people at the time. Sources such as government documents, diaries, newspapers,
photographs, sound recordings, propaganda posters and surviving buildings provide
a wealth of evidence about Living under Nazi Rule, 1933-1945.

Amn interpretation is any version of events in the past that has been created at
some later time. Interpretations such as books and articles written by historians,
documentaries, websites, exhibitions, monuments, novels and films provide a range
of different perspectives on Living under Nazi Rule, 1933-1939.

In this book you have studied a wide range of historical sources and
interpretations relating to different aspects of Living under Nazi Rule.

Select a source from each of the enquiries you have studied. Tt would he good
to choose a mixture of written and visual sources For each source devise a
question 6 ‘What can Source X tell us about ...

. On pages 76-77 you will find a photograph of Dresden in February 1945 and a
written extract from lan Kershaw’s book The End. This source and interpretation
both shed light on Germany at the end of the war. Do an online search for an
additional source (either another photograph or a written source) and then
devise a question 7: ‘How useful are Interpretation X and sources X and X for a
historian studying ...

Preparing for the examination
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